
FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH [2021-2024]: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION [INSERT #6 OF 10]

10 Questions for a Synodal Church, in announcing the Gospel journey together:
How is this journey happening in your local church, allowing the Church to proclaim the Gospel? What
steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in our journeying together?
a. Recall our experiences: What experience of your local Church does this question call to mind?
b. What joy did they bring? What difficulties and obstacles have they encountered? What wounds did they

reveal? What insights have they elicited?
c. Where in these experiences does the voice of the Holy Spirit resound?
d. What is the Spirit asking of us?
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7 Ecumenism – What relationships does our Church community have with members of other Christian traditions
and denominations? What do we share and how do we journey together? What fruits have we drawn from
walking together? What are the difficulties? How can we take the next step in walking forward with each other?

Many participants observed that they were not aware
that their parish or that the Catholic Church were
engaged in any form of ecumenism. Some noted that
they knew of relationships between Christian Churches
in their area, but Catholic participation was minimal.
Some described a rich history of ecumenical friendships
and initiatives and their participation in it, while others
noted that these sorts of initiatives are not as prominent
as they once were.

For many of our synodal conversations, ecumenism
was understood within the context of evangelization, a
responsibility shared among Christians but understood
in different ways. Some placed a priority on
evangelization over ecumenism, while observed
ecumenism as essential for evangelization.
Evangelization is surely directed to the unchurched, but
it also addresses persons who have some religious
affiliation but no longer practice it - a common reality
both for the Catholic Church and our ecumenical
partners. Evangelization is also directed to those who
are active in the faith. We all need evangelization; we all
need opportunities for growth. The desire was expressed
for more opportunities to share, learn, and serve with
other Christians as part of this growth.

Evangelization is not an office, program, or a
technique. It is a way of life. It is a constant state of
spiritual growth and renewal. It means proclaiming the
Gospel and ministering in such a way that we help
people take a stand for what the Kingdom of God stands

for in stark contrast to the cultural values of our time.
Some noted the common witness ecumenism offers for
defending the dignity of every human person; standing
with the unborn and mothers in need; protecting the
rights of the poor and the oppressed. In doing so,
Christians must not become identified with any political
system or ideology. Rather Christians must remain
independent and have the freedom to evaluate and to
criticize the programs of any secular society.
Sometimes, ecumenical partners disagree on how to live
the Gospel on fundamental issues, and this can cause
conflict among us. Many expressed the priority of not
watering down Catholic approaches to difficult issues or
fundamental beliefs. Yet, although in an imperfect way,
it is together that we follow the Way of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, which is the way of truth.

Perhaps the greatest contribution which we have in
common with other Christians is to convince people that
there is a connection between Jesus and what is
happening in the real world. One of the greatest needs
today is to convince people that there is a moral
dimension to so many of the issues we face as a society.

In his day Jesus asked the people: “Who do you say
that I am?” That same question is asked of us. It is our
task to help people see the Lord with eyes of faith so that
like Peter we can recognize Jesus and say, “You are the
Messiah of God.” Our personal interests can never
become obstacles to our witness to the Lord Jesus.
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8. Authority and Participation – How does our Church community identify the goals to be pursued, the way to
reach them, and the steps to be taken? How is authority or governance exercised within our local Church? How
are teamwork and co-responsibility put into practice? How are evaluations conducted and by whom? How are
lay ministries and the responsiveness of lay people promoted? Have we had fruitful experiences of synodality
on a local level? How do Synodal bodies function at the level of the local Church? How can we foster a more
Synodal approach in our participation and leadership?

Throughout our conversations, we all recognize that
in the Church there is disagreement with some aspects
of authority. This includes how Church governance
decisions are made, and also the important topic of the
Church’s moral teaching. Some disagree with what the
Church says, while others with how the Church says
things.

With regards to Church governance, many expressed
a desire for their parishes and pastors to use a more
consultative process, including pastoral councils and
other ways of fostering true consultation between the
pastor and the faithful. Likewise, the exercise of
hierarchy is often seen as top-down. Often, lay Catholics
have little to say in the Church’s decision-making
process. There is a desire that this Synod will foster true
listening and consultation.

Some observe that the problem is not so much
structural as it is pastoral. The concern is the way
authority is exercised. Consultation and dialogue depend
on a pastoral willingness to confront difficult issues,
which is a must in order to not lose credibility.

With regards to disagreement with the Church’s
moral teaching: disagreement is not necessarily bad in
itself. There cannot be growth without some sort of
questioning and conflict. Disagreement becomes a
problem when it goes beyond raising questions and
attacks the fundamental identity of a family, society, and
church. Disagreement becomes destructive when it fails
to respect those with whom one disagrees.

Participants reflected on how, as Church, we live by
universal moral principles that guide the formation of
the conscience for each believer. In the application of

these principles, the Church does recognize that there is
room at times for honest differences of opinions. This is
true, for example, in determining matters of public
policy in the social and political arena. But some desire
greater clarity and consistency from the Church on the
application of moral principles, noting that in certain
moral matters there is no distinction between the
principle and its application (e.g. regarding human life
in its origins and protection).

Today there is much controversy about dissent from
authoritative teaching. Synodal participants seem to
agree on certain items. We acknowledge that our
Catholic tradition has affirmed that the magisterium is
a gift of the Spirit to the Church. We also agree that the
ministry of teaching can be exercised in different ways.
It is essential that those who teach in the name of the
Church present clearly and without ambiguity what the
Church teaches. And yet we are very aware that people
sometimes question the Church’s teaching. Some even
consider it wrong. Synodal participants noted that, at
these times, the Church must reach out with integrity,
but also with compassion and understanding, and do a
better job explaining the human and Christian values
that underlie the Church’s teaching.

Finally, it was observed that many young adult
Catholics are constructing their own religious identity.
Many are moving from seeing the Church of obligation
and obedience to a church that is more willing to address
issues and concerns relevant to them. They want a
Church that is more willing to listen seriously to them
instead of issuing authoritative pronouncements or
asserting that issues are closed and cannot be discussed.

Additional resources for the Synod on Synodality:
The Vatican’s official website -

www.synod.va/en/what-is-the-synod-21-24/about.html#
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Synod website - 

Usccb.org/synod
The Diocese of Youngstown’s Synod website - 

doy.org/synod-summary/

[This insert is the sixth in a 10-week series on the Synod on Synodality.]

Page 2 of  2


