
FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH [2021-2024]: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION [INSERT #7 OF 10]

10 Questions for a Synodal Church, in announcing the Gospel journey together:
How is this journey happening in your local church, allowing the Church to proclaim the Gospel? What
steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in our journeying together?
1. Recall our experiences: What experience of your local Church does this question call to mind?
2. What joy did they bring? What difficulties and obstacles have they encountered? What wounds did they

reveal? What insights have they elicited?
3. Where in these experiences does the voice of the Holy Spirit resound?
4. What is the Spirit asking of us?
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9. Discerning and Deciding – What methods and processes do we use in decision-making? How can they be
improved? How do we promote participation in decision-making within hierarchical structures? Do our
decision-making methods help us listen to the whole People of God? What is the relationship between
consultation and decision-making, and how do we put these into practice? What tolls and procedures do we use
to promote transparency and accountability? How can we grow in communal spiritual discernment?

One image that emerges from our conversations was
Jesus as he began his ministry with a call to conversion.
A conversion, not of feeling, but rather a change in life.
We cling to where we are, resisting change, and resisting
the decisions we have to make. In discerning and
deciding we must be faithful to Jesus’ mission that the
Church is called to change in ways that will allow it to
care for people, especially those most in need.

To be faithful, participants articulated certain basic
themes in discerning and deciding. Behind them all is a
more fruitful experience of prayer in discernment as
Church, from pastoral council and finance council
meetings to each individual’s day-to-day discernment.

Especially articulated was that the Church today
must be an inclusive community. Readiness to
incorporate all people into the community of faith is a
measure of our fidelity to continuing Jesus’ mission.
Inclusiveness involves more than accepting outsiders
into our community. It pertains to how we deal with one
another. Resolving issues of inclusion and exclusion
depends on how we understand equality and hierarchy in
the Church. The challenge facing the Church is, how do
we affirm and support new ways of relating to one
another in order to reflect both our fundamental equality
and our hierarchical structure. It is not a question of
choosing one or another but accepting both. This
requires a change in attitude and relationship.

Stewardship was also articulated as a gift for
discernment in the Church. Stewardship is understood as
the appropriate care of the material goods of the world
created by God. Rich or poor we are all prone to be
driven by the desire for more money and material goods,
to such an extent that it comes to rule one’s life.
Membership in a faith community calls us to re-examine
our values in accord with the Gospel.

Discernment depends on surrendering mastery and
trusting the Spirit in setting goals. Many people today
set and work for goals that will bear fruit quickly. By
trying to control and manipulate, we may actually
deceive ourselves into imagining that we are the
ultimate masters of our lives and that this is all there is
to life. The Church gives powerful witness to the realm
of the Spirit. We must witness to the ultimate foundation
in Christ, who is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

Finally, there is a profound need for discernment
based on love which reconciles human relationships. It
is our responsibility to bring about that love in all
decisions that need to be made. As Church, we are holy
because God and the Spirit dwell within us and guide us.
We who belong to the Church are also sinful People of
God. Our failures to be an inclusive community, to work
for justice and charity, to promote loving and reconciled
communities are highlighted in our need for repentance
and conversion of heart when decisions and direction
turn to self instead of others.
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10.  Forming Ourselves in Synodality – How does our church community form people to be more capable of
“walking together,” listening to one another, participating in mission, and engaging in dialogue? What
formation is offered to foster discernment and exercise of authority in a Synodal way?

Emerging again from our synodal conversations
was Jesus’s great commandment: love one another as
I have loved you. As Christians we are called to live
this by serving one another.

In his abundant kindness, the Lord has blessed His
Church with many gifts which come alive in people.
We love one another by recognizing, with faith and
gratitude, the gifts in one another. These gifts enable
the People of God, in ways both familiar and new, to
carry out the mission of the Church and allow the
Lord to work among us and through us.

Synodal participants in the Diocese of
Youngstown reflected on how, from the very
beginning, the Church of Youngstown has benefitted
from the generous service of many women and men.
In times past, people may not have spoken of
“journeying” but the reality was there in how we
served together in particular ways. Now, each one of
us must contribute to building up the whole
community. Competition among groups does not give
witness to authentic Christianity. Journeying must
contribute to the bonding of members into one
community. As a Church, we need to continue
searching for the most appropriate ways in which God
can be revealed and his people served. We must learn

from one another. Therefore, certain directions for the
future should include:

1. A need to be astute in identifying and
assessing the contemporary needs of our
society and responding to them.

This is a call to exercise our God-given creativity
in finding new ways to disclose God and to serve his
people in new ways, participating in the emergence of
the reign of God in our midst.

2. Vigorously fostering and supporting the
truth that all members of the Church
have dignity

It is a community in which all members, by virtue
of their incorporation into Christ through baptism and
confirmation, witness to his saving deeds before the
entire world and work for the emergence of the
kingdom which Christ proclaimed. It is a community
that honors truth more than idle speculation and bias,
a community in which respect for persons rules out
pettiness, unfairness and mean-spiritedness;
promoting instead dialogue, reconciliation and unity.
It is a community in which Jesus’ love and mercy, his
justice, compassion and healing power, is lived each
day.

Additional resources for the Synod on Synodality:
The Vatican’s official website -

www.synod.va/en/what-is-the-synod-21-24/about.html#
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Synod website -

Usccb.org/synod
The Diocese of Youngstown’s Synod website - 

doy.org/synod-summary/

[This insert is the seventh in a 10-week series on the Synod on Synodality.]
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