
Today’s readings: Courage from the Lord who 
knows us and loves us.  Luke’s gospel today makes it 
clear that Jesus and his believers don’t always receive 
the warmest of welcomes.  Jesus has been a sign of 
contradiction, and like the prophets before him, He is 
driven from his own hometown by his own people. 
Despite such opposition, the Lord continues to embody 
the faith, hope, and love that St. Paul speaks about in 
today’s second reading.  I imagine he may have 
recalled the words of the prophet Jeremiah in the first 
reading. “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew 
you…” This kind of intimate knowledge of God for us 
can empower us and bring us comfort and strength in 
difficult times as well.  With the psalmist we pray “…
you are my hope O Lord, on you I depend from birth.”  
 
Time to return your old palms and get ready for 
Lent!  Winter Ordinary Time, the weeks between 
Christmas and Lent, lasts eight Sundays this year.  Ash 
Wednesday will occur on March 2, and we will 
celebrate the joy of our salvation during the Sacred 
Triduum beginning on Holy Thursday, April 14, 
leading up to the Easter Vigil on April 16. It is already 
time to prepare for Ash Wednesday! In preparation for 
our celebration of Ash Wednesday, please bring in 
your old palms from years past to church so that we 
may burn it to make the ashes that will be blessed and 
distributed on Ash Wednesday.  Old, blessed palms 
from last Palm Sunday may be placed in the basket 
near the baptismal font.  
 
Bring candles from your home to be blessed at the 
beginning of 8:30am Mass on Wednesday, 

February 2, the Feast of the Presentation of the 
Lord.  February 2 is so much more than groundhog’s 
day! It is the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord.  
This year we will gather to celebrate the feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord on Wednesday morning 
February 2 at 8:30am at Sacred Heart, Grosse Ile.  We 
will assemble in the gathering space with candles you 
can bring from home to be blessed. This is followed by 
a special entrance procession. Please try to arrive a 
little early so that we all can participate in the 
procession.  

(Continued on page 2) 

National Catholic Schools 
Week (January 30-February 
5) is an annual celebration of 
Catholic education in the 
United States. I have been the 
pastor of Catholic Schools at 
Christ the Good Shepherd, 
Lincoln Park, St. Stephen, 
Mary Mother of the Church 
in Detroit, St. Mary 
Rockwood, St. Mary Parish 

in Monroe, which is now a part of the Monroe 
Catholic Elementary School system and now at St. 
Joseph Parish in Trenton. Each of these schools have 
been a blessing and source of life for the parishes 
which supported them. Many of us who are products 
of Catholic Schools know the unique blessing they 
have been in our lives. Share that blessing with 
parents, and encourage them to visit St. Joseph 
Catholic School, Trenton for their Open House from 
6-7:30pm, February 2!  —Fr. Marc 
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5th Sunday Rosary
Come after Mass and join the Riverview 
Knights of Columbus to pray the Rosary.  Take 
time and honor Mary, the Patroness of the Holy 
Rosary.  What a great way to begin the new 
year and your day.  Please join us to pray to 
Mary our Heavenly Mother.  This Rosary 
Prayer will be dedicated to “Respect Life.”

See you there!
Riverview K of C. Council 13980

Sunday, January 30
after 9am Mass

Knightly News
from the Chancellor

Men of the Parish...
In our age where the value of 
masculinity is often looked upon with 

suspicion, men can find their identity and mission in 
these words of St. Paul “Pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, and gentleness.  
Fight the good fight of faith.”  From providing support 
for children with disabilities to advocating for the 
unborn to growing together in faith and fraternity the 
Riverview Knights of Columbus follow St. Paul’s 
words.

How can I, as a Catholic male become involved?
Here is an answer, Come and join the St. Cyprian 
Knights of Columbus, Council 13980.  We as a 
fraternal organization can answer many of your 
questions.  We support our parish, the community, and 
families in acts of Charity and Service.  Are your 
interests peeked?  Then come and join the Knights of 
Columbus.

Further information can be found in the Church 
gathering area information racks.  You can also call 
one of the Officers:
Grand Knight, Dan Davis at (734)771-2145
Deputy Grand Knight Tom Iacobelli at (734)479 -2698
Chancellor, Carl Baltosiewich (734)818-9481

Carl Baltosiewich, Chancellor
Knights of Columbus Council 13980

Salad Luncheon
The Ladies Guild is planning to 
come back with their fabulous 
Salad Luncheon on Thursday, 
April 28, 2022. So mark your 

calendars because you don't want to miss "The Best 
Salad Luncheon Downriver."

Beverly Nicholson, St. Cyprian Ladies Guild President

Because of the Feast Day we’ll celebrate in Sacred 
Heart Church at 8:30am on Wednesday, February 2, 
instead of in St. Anne Chapel. We’ll return to St. Anne 
Chapel for morning mass the week after (on February 
9). 

In the same way that the Virgin held the true light in 
her arms and shared the light with those who had been 
born in the darkness, we too, enlightened by Him, and 
carrying a visible light for all to see, hurry to meet the 
Lord who is the true light. (St. Sofronio)

There is a beautiful connection between two feasts this 
week. After we bless candles and process with them 
into Church on February 2, we use candles to bless 
throats on the Memorial of St. Blase. We will bless 
throats after mass on February 3 at 9:00am at St. 
Cyprian Church. All are welcome to join us!

Marcings (Continued from page 1)

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Archdiocesan grade school 
enrollment up 11% this year, 
7% since start of pandemic
JANET SUGAMELI BIONDO

Jan 7, 2022

Catholic Schools
Many families that sought a '12-month 
option' during pandemic are instead 
finding a 'forever home' in Catholic 
schools, administrators say.

DETROIT — The number of students enrolled in 
archdiocesan Catholic grade schools continues to 
rise compared to pre-pandemic enrollment, 
according to enrollment figures reported by the 
Archdiocese of Detroit.

Student enrollment has increased 7 percent across 
archdiocesan grade schools over the past two 
school years and is up 11 percent since last year, 
Laura Knaus, interim superintendent of Catholic 
schools, told Detroit Catholic. The data was 
collected by the archdiocesan Department of 
Catholic Schools this fall and submitted to the 
National Catholic Educa☺tional Association.

The data covers Catholic grade schools operated by 
the Archdiocese of Detroit, excluding religious 
order or independent schools. There are 54 
archdiocesan Catholic grade schools, with a total 
pre-kindergarten through eighth-grade enrollment 
of around 17,000 this year.

Knaus said the positive 
trend demonstrates that 
Catholic schools have 
been able to retain 
students after many 
experienced increased 
interest during the 
pandemic’s early days.

“Part of the appeal for 
Catholic schools last year 
was the in-person 
instruction when other 
schools were still 
remote,” said Knaus, who 
took over as interim 
superintendent in 
October. “My hope is that 
(parents) have seen the 
high quality of faith and 
academic formation our 
schools provide and will 

continue to invest in a Catholic education with us.”

Among the schools experiencing the highest percentage 
of enrollment increases were St. William in Walled Lake, 
St. Fabian in Farmington Hills, Holy Cross in Marine 
City, and Holy Name in Birmingham, Knaus said.

Holy Name assistant principal Liz Kozadinos said during 
the past two years, the K-8 school increased its student 
population by 100 students, and many of the grade levels 
are full.

“We capped all our classrooms at 20 students to ensure 
the continuation of academic excellence throughout the 
building,” Kozadinos said.

Enrollment at Holy Name was at a “comfortable level” 
before the pandemic, Kozadinos said, but its ability to 
safely remain in person when other schools were remote 
gave the school a chance to show new students and 
families the deeper value of a Catholic education.

“Many of them didn’t know that Holy Name has 
challenging academics and a variety of extracurriculars,” 
Kozadinos said of the new parents and students. Families 
also learned of the “warmth” of the staff and 
administration, who were able to devote individualized 
attention to students, she added.

When COVID-19 hit and many public schools remained 
online last year, Katie Phelan knew her kids needed to 
have in-person instruction and decided to enroll her sons 
Noah, 11, and Matthew, 9, at Holy Cross Catholic School 
in Marine City.

“We went there during COVID because they had small 

(Continued on page 4)

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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class sizes, which was a better fit during the 
pandemic,” Phelen said. “Their procedures for COVID 
were organized, and they were on top of everything.”

Phelan, whose family is not Catholic, said there was no 
question her children were going to stay at Holy Cross 
this fall. She also enrolled her kindergarten-age son, 
Elijah, this year.

“We love the fact that they teach each child at their 
level,” Phelan said. “They are able to specialize the 
instruction for each and every kid according to their 
needs.”

Holy Cross principal Betsy Davenport said over three 
years, the school has increased from 53 students 
enrolled in its K-8 program to 120 students in 
preschool through eighth grade this year. The 
preschool was added this fall.

“It’s pretty incredible,” Davenport said. “Most of our 
families that came in new last year stayed this year. 
We knew a lot of families came to us wanting to be in-
person, but then they came here and fell in love with it 
and our approach to education.”

The school needed to hire new staff and moved away 
from the combined grade level instruction of the past. 
The influx caused Holy Cross to think “outside the 
box,” Davenport said, in order to make in-person 
instruction safe and fun.

“I think it took the pandemic 
to bring (new families) here, 
but I think being here showed 
them the value of a Catholic 
school education,” Davenport 
said.

St. Fabian had been 
experiencing a decline in its 
student population leading 
up to the pandemic, but that 
changed with a 71 percent 
increase in the fall of 2020, 
according to Renee Pompi, 
advancement director at St. 
Fabian.

“A lot of that I will attribute 
to COVID, but we retained 
85 percent of those new 
students, and I would 
attribute that retention to our 
teachers and new 
curriculum we put in place,” 
Pompi said. “These were 
families who were looking 
for a 12-month option and 
found a forever home.”

Catholic Schools (Continued from page 3) Pompi added a small number of students left the 
school this fall, but only so they could attend 
neighborhood Catholic schools closer to home. Last 
fall, some students were traveling long distances to 
attend St. Fabian, she said.

Pompi commended the Archdiocese of Detroit’s 
school administration, which was able to shift gears 
quickly at the beginning of the 2020-21 school year to 
offer safe in-person learning for those who wanted to 
attend.

Knaus credits the hard work of the schools’ 
administrations and staff members for their resilience 
in the face of challenges and their commitment to the 
ministry of Catholic education. She expressed hope 
that families who have experienced the benefits of a 
Catholic education for the first time will continue to 
find it an enriching, rewarding place for their children.

“My hope is people will continue to see the immense 
value of an education that is centered on the person of 
Jesus Christ, and that we will be able to continue 
serving more students in the future,” Knaus said.

https://www.detroitcatholicschools.org/news/announcements

Holy Name students attend an all-school Mass in early November.
Catholic schools across the Archdiocese of Detroit have experienced increased 

enrollment as parents discovered
the benefits of a Catholic education since the pandemic began.

For a catholic school near you

https://www.detroitcatholicschools.org/

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Liturgical Minister Schedule for February 6
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Minister Schedule also available at www.stcyprian.com

5:00 PM 9:00 AM

Sacristan/AA Marilyn Hibbard Diane Zarosly

Greeters
Nona Sehoyan, Pat Gildersleeve,

Michelle Lyons
Deborah Knight, Anne Gilhool

Lectors Laura Lauer, Mark Slagle Mary Jane Fallot, Cindi Iacobelli

Altar Servers Marv Fusinski Tom Iacobelli

2021 Stewardship Contribution Statement

If you would like to have your 2021 
Contribution Statement mailed or emailed to 
you please fill out and mail this form to the 
parish office.  Year end tax statements will 
only be provided upon request.  The cost to 
mail first class to all families would be costly and 
some may not need it.  You can also email Sue in 
the parish office the information below with a 
request for your statement at: 
ssurcek@stcyprian.com.  

Name:____________________________________

Address:___________________________________

City, Zip:__________________________________

Phone:____________________________________

Envelope # if known:___________________

Email:____________________________________

Liturgy Intentions
Donations have been made for the purchase of bread 
and wine in honor of the following:
February 5, 5:00pm Liturgy
† Michael O’Keefe from Family
† Ben & Sally Masserant from Family
† Victor Leyland from Friend
† Lorraine Brackney from M/M David Hervey
February 6, 9:00am Liturgy
† Helena Murphy from Laura Lester
† Kathleen Gorski from Family

Catholic education aims not only to communicate facts 
but also to transmit a coherent, comprehensive vision 
of life, in the conviction that the truths contained in 
that vision liberate students in the most profound 
meaning of human freedom. —Pope John Paul II

I will go anywhere and do anything in order to 
communicate the love of Jesus to those who do not 
know Him or have forgotten Him. — Frances Xavier 
Cabrini

You learn to speak by speaking, to study by studying, 
to run by running, to work by working; and just so, 
you learn to love by loving. All those who think to 
learn in any other way deceive themselves. — Saint 
Francis de Sales

To the extent that the parents who send their children 
to these [Catholic] schools are parents like my own, 
who actually have faith in the church. Faith that it will 
provide their children with safety, a decent education 
and values about life and others. This is an institution 
that stands for all good in the world. — Sonia 
Sotomayor

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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At this time we are in need 
of paper towel, kleenix and 
laundry soap. 

 
 

Thank you 
for all your support! 

Chuck Baker, Leah Steffensky 
Barbick, Noni Barry, Wes Barry, 
Tara Brandon, Larry Brown, 
Norman Burlinski, Florence Carli, 
Tom Claringbold, Rita Cook, 

Hudson Demick, Chris DiSantis, Mary Ann Emerson, 
Diane Faimon, Dawn Favazza, Curtis Fisher, Bob 
Flood, Micky Gilhool, Tom Hoover, Nancy Hunt, 
Barbara Kubala, Aidan LaForest, Jan Leonard, Reese 
Lizyness, Joey Manzella, Retta Matt, Mike Michalak, 
Ann Micklosh, Charles Neimann, Erica Paine, 
Marlene Perok, Kathleen Preston, Roseanne Prucka, 
Judy Roberts, Fred Rinke, Audrey Ruelle, John 
Santori, Rose Sebestyen, Michael Shelton, Carol 
Burbo Shirk, Joan Siwka, Jayne Slayden, Renee 
Sterner, Bill Susick, Robert Teeters, Mickey Tirpak, 
Francis Wash, Rita Whalen, James Whitenburg, Barb 
Winovich, Dorothy Withrow 

Readings for the Week of January 30 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Jer 1: 4-5, 17-19,           
Ps 71: 1-6, 15-17, 1 Cor 12: 31 13: 13, Lk 4: 21- 30  

Monday  2 Sm 15: 13-14, 30; 16:5-13, Ps 3:2, 4-7,         
Mk 5:1-20 

Tuesday  2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30-19:3, Ps 86: 1-6, 
Mk 5:21-43 

Wednesday, Feast of the Presentation of the Lord  Mal 3:1
-4, Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10, Heb 2:14-18, Lk 2:22-40 

Thursday  1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12, 1 Chr 29:10-12bcd,          
Mk 6:7-13 

Friday  Sir 47:2-11, Ps 18:31, 47, 50, 51, Mk 6:14-29 

Saturday 1 Kgs 3:4-13, Ps 119:9-14, Mk 6:30-34 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Is 6:1-2a, 3-8, Ps 138: 1-8, 
1 Cor 15:1-11, Lk 5:1-11  

St. Cyprian Catholic Church 
13249 Pennsylvania Road 

Riverview, Michigan 48193 
 
 
Parish Phone Numbers 

Parish Office (734) 283-1366 
Parish Fax (734) 283-2809 
Web site www.stcyprian.com 
 
St. Cyprian Parish Staff 
Rev. Marc A. Gawronski       Ext. 111 
Family Pastor                            Fathermarc@me.com 
 
Dcn. Steven Mitchell               (248) 789-5764 
Deacon                deaconstevemitchell@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Mason Koch                                               Ext. 120 
Director of Worship & Music                    mkoch@stcyprian.com 
 
Mrs. Patricia Fritz-Saenz                                            Ext. 114 
Director of Christian Service 
            & Outreach    psaenz@stcyprian.com 
 
Mrs. Stacey Sutowski-Shurtz                                      Ext. 118 
Director of Elementary Catechesis 
  & Youth Ministry                     shurtz@stcyprian.com 
 
Ms. Denise Gorski                                               Ext. 112 
Director of Evangelization  
  & Adult Formation                       dgorski@stcyprian.com 
 
Ms. Laureen Hussey                                                       Ext. 113 
Bookkeeper            lhussey@stcyprian.com 
 
Ms. Regina Tallion                                                      Ext. 110 
Parish Office Administrative Assistant    rtallion@stcyprian.com 
 
Mrs. Susan Surcek                                                      Ext. 121 
Parish Census & Contributions              ssurcek@stcyprian.com 
 
Mr. Jeff Evans 
Worship Assistant                                      jevans@stcyprian.com 
 
Ms. Susan O’Keefe 
Hospitality Coordinator                           suzyqclean@msn.com 
 

Downriver Family of Parishes 3 
Rev. Marc A. Gawronski, Moderator 
(313) 333-6608 — fathermarc@me.com 
 

Sean Calvin, Director of Discipleship Formation 
(734) 676-9082 ext. 19 — scalvin@stjosephtrenton.com 
 

Sue Biedlingmaier, Director of Mission Support 
(734) 676-1378 ext. 205 — sue@sacredheartgi.com 
 

Weekday Liturgy Schedule 
Tuesday and Thursday at 9:00am 

 

Weekend Liturgy Schedule 
Saturday at 5:00pm and Sunday at 9:00am 

 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
First Thursday of the month at 9:00am Liturgy or by 

appointment 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays at 4:15pm or by appointment 

Parish Financial Report 
 

Collection 1/23/22 $5,186.00 
Total Collection 7/1/21 to present $274,746.00 
Needed Weekly $9,664.00  
Needed 7/1/21 to present $289,920.00 
Over (Under) for Year $15,174.00 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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