
 
Sun   March 15             Third Sunday of Lent 
          10:30 am               People of St. Cyril                                                 
Mon  March 16                                                             
     No Mass                         
Tues  March 17          
           5:45 pm                                                                 
Wed   March 18                                                                    
     9:00 am              Helen Fabus by Jerry & Lena Skaryd        
Thu   March 19      St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin 

             Mary 
           No Mass                                  

 Fri    March 20    
           9:00 am          Pope Francis, Bishops and Priests   
 Sat    March 21                                                  
          No Mass         
 Sun   March 22         Fourth Sunday of Lent 
          10:30 am            People of St. Cyril/2nd Anniv. Matt Skriba 

           by Gary & Laura Skriba      
                                 

Third Sunday of Lent 
 March 15, 2020 

               St. Cyril Church 
        517 E. Main St., PO Box 96, Bannister, MI 48807 

 
Parish Staff: 
Pastor Fr. William Gruden 

frwjgruden@gmail.com 
Parochial Administrator             Rev. Fr. Edwin Dwyer 

                                                         rev.dwyer@yahoo.com 
Administrative Assistant       Kris Pullman                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                          kleinstcyrilchurch@gmail.com                                                                                                                      
Bookkeeper Jean Burns 
Lay Minister Margaret Horak 
Organist Geraldine Winkler 
Maintenance                                           Jim Porubsky 
Faith Formation                                 Theresa Sopocy 
                                                              (989) 862-5909 

Phone Numbers: 
Parish Office (989) 862-5270 
Parish Fax (989) 862-4534 
St. Peter Parish (989) 845-1794 
 

Parish Office Hours: 
Tuesday & Friday 8:30 am – 4:30 pm 

(Bulletin items need to be in by 4:00 pm Tuesday prior.) 

 

Liturgical Schedule: 
Saturday @ St Peter* 4:30 pm 
Sunday @ St Peter* 8:30 am 
Sunday 10:30 am 
* St. Peter Parish, 404 S. Wood Street, Chesaning 
  
Weekday Schedule: 
Tuesday Mass:                                                        5:45 pm 
Wednesday Mass:     9:00 am 
Thursday Mass @ St Peter* 8:00 am 
Friday Mass:                                                            9:00 am 
Sunday Adoration                                                   9:00 am  
Sunday Rosary prayed in Chapel                        10:00 am    

 
Sacraments: 
Reconciliation:    Sundays, 9:00 am  
  
Anointing of the Sick: Please contact the parish 
office.  
 
Baptism: Please contact Margaret Horak at 862-5027 to 
make arrangements. 
 
Marriage: Engaged couples must contact the priest 
at least six (6) months prior to anticipated date of 
marriage. Weddings are not celebrated during the 
Lenten Season. 
 
Sick or Homebound: If someone in your family or 
neighborhood is Sick or homebound, please contact the 
Parish Office. When entering a hospital, please register 
as a member of Saint Cyril Parish and notify the parish 
office. 
 
New Parishioners: Welcome to Saint Cyril Parish! 
There are registration forms at all entrances of church. 
You may also stop by the parish office to register for our 
parish family. 

 
 

 

Greeters for March                                       Greeters for April                                                                                                                                                     
Tom & Diane Bradley                              Malcolm & Agnes Smith 
 Joan Smolka, Rosemary                    Annie Mikulka, Jean Dysinger 
 
Money Counters                                           Ushers for March                                                                     
Ed & Joann Fornusek                    Richard Maxa, Amanda Maxa 

                                                        Morgan Douglass, Karen  Maxa 
 
Family of the Month-March            Knight of the Month-March 
Fred & Kathy Heinze                                       Paul Groomes             

Altar Servers:  March 22-Aaron Hurst and Brady Paradise                                                                                                               
 
Sacristans:  March 22 –Jim & Diane Korienek 
                                                                                                    
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion: 
March 22-Margaret Horak 
 
Lectors:  March 22-Sonja Homer and Tom Bradley 

Please Pray for Our Sick & Shut-Ins:                                 
Jim Porubsky, Jim, Donna Merignac, Gene Schoendorf, 
Helen Slowinski, Frank Klasek, Terry & Frank Sefl, John 

Kusnier, Jr., Audrey Schneider, Edward Chapko, Rose Chapko, 
Carole Custer, Jeff Wadell, Clara Cermak, Jim Korienek, Shelby 
Porubsky, Larry Pesda, Shirley Tesarik, Linda Boring, Trevir Kral, 
John Chvojka, Rose Wolfe, Kevin Sopocy, Jerry Horak, Frank 
Kral, Gale & Marcella Baese, Ron Betts, Mary Galko, Joe Batora, 
Tillie Bohil, Ann Luznak, Joanne Sisco 

Stewardship Message:  When Jesus asked the Samaritan 
woman for a drink of water, He opened the door for a life-
changing relationship with Him. Scripture says her testimony 
drew many others to Him as well. We, too, must be ready to 
respond whenever and wherever the Lord speaks to us and be 
prepared for it to change our lives! 

Roof Replacement Funds: The hall roof bill has been paid. 
There is an deficit of $6,830.00. Please continue to use the 
monthly ivory envelopes to make a contribution to this fund.   

Faith Formation:  The next class is Sunday, April 5th.   

 Tithes & Gifts  
March 8, 2020                                                            

 
   53-Envelopes                                    $1,243.00 

               Loose:                   148.00  

              Children:                       . 00 

             5-Special Needs:_________                37.00 

Total:                                                     $1,428.00 

Amount needed each week . . . . . . . .        $2,020.00 
+/- For Year Ending 6/30/20. . . . . . .           $228.70 
 
    Easter Flowers-$70 
    Mass Intentions-$110 

Rescue Mission Yellow Barrels: St. Cyril Christian 
Service is asking parishioners to help the homeless in our area. 
Please help to fill the yellow barrels this Lent. Some suggestions 
are toiletries, non-perishable food items, clothing items.  There 
is a complete list by the yellow barrels.   

Lenten Devotions at St. Cyril: Father Dwyer will lead 
us in Bible Spirituality Sessions throughout Lent. Join us every 
Tuesday evening at 6:15 pm or  immediately following evening 
Mass. The next session Tuesday, March 24th. 

30 Minutes Lenten Talks with Fr. Dwyer:      After 
Sunday Mass, Fr. Dwyer will be discussing the following Lenten 
topics: 
 
March 15-God, Man, and Myths: Jesus Christ and Comic Books 
 
March 22-Annulments: Not a Catholic Divorce 
 
March 29-Hearing God’s Call: Fr. Edwin’s Vocation Story 

Knights of Columbus Council 13449 Fish Fry: Has 
been canceled by the Supreme Council due to the Coronavirus . 

Women’s Lenten Retreat: Saturday, March 28th from   
9 am—4 pm at Center for Ministry in Saginaw. Registration 
begins at 8:30 am. The retreat leader will be Fr. Robert Byrne 
and the theme is “Reflections on the Sacred Heart of Jesus”. 
The cost of the day is $27 which includes lunch. This silent 
retreat will include spiritual talks, meditation time, confession, 
Mass, rosary and Stations of the Cross. Please call Joanne at 
862-5591 to RSVP by March 20th. 

Dear Parish Family, 
 
   I’m no expert on disease control. I suspect the virus doesn’t warrant 
Chicken Little, nor do I suspect it is of trivial importance. I could, however, 
be wrong. So as far as what to do to prevent it, just be wise about washing 
your hands, getting your sleep, and staying home if you are vulnerable/
contagious. Remember that prayer has a record of repelling plagues in the past 
too. 
   Beyond that, let us take a moment to evaluate how the shut-downs might 
actually be beneficial to what is most important to a civilization. After all, 
God can bring forth good from evil: manmade or natural. So don’t let a crisis 
go to waste in your vocation to holiness. 
    One of the common grievances I hear from parents these days is how busy 
they are with everything they have to get their kids to and from in the week. 
This is, of course, combined with their own work schedules, community 
involvements, and marital issues makes for minimal time of rest and renewal. 
Many of these “busy” events are being canceled now. So, you’re probably 
going to have some more free time with the family in the home. What to do? 
Learn a new board game. Watch an old movie. Pray a rosary, or a Divine 
Mercy Chaplet. Explain the family tree as best as you can. This crisis could 
give time for stretched families to reconnect on what is most important, it we 
but recognize the opportunity. Do the kids really need to be in all these 
activities? What are they in these for in the first place, and is it more 
important that what we’d have in the home? Do they need to continue, or 
continue to the extent they have been? 
      Many schools, and places of employment are going to “home-work” 
models for the time-being. I’m not an expert in economics, but doesn’t this 
just seem a bit over-due anyways? I’m not saying all jobs can do this, but 
can’t a great deal of the work out there be done with a home office, and high-
speed wifi? I have to be present for much of what I do as priest, but I’ve also 
been conducting spiritual direction over the new for several years now. I can 
meet with student leaders during the summer months, listen to a homily from 
an Arizona parish, and ask an Australian canonist for an opinion all from my 
kitchen table in Bannister, Michigan. Many of the professionals my age claim 
they could easily get half their work done from home, and would be far 
happier doing it that way. This virus could give the economy a wake up to this 
reality, but it likely will for many individuals. As you work from home, likely 
close to your loved ones, perhaps it’s time to ask if this is something you can 
do more permanently, or if you really need to work as much as you do. Take 
inventory on how much you’re spending on your commute, and other 
expenses you have to simply work somewhere else. It might surprise your 
how little of net gain you make, and question if it’s really worth it. 
    I’m glad I’m not the one who has to decide if public worship continues. I’m 
glad to put myself at risk to bring folks Scripture and Sacrament, but use your 
prudential judgment on if you should be in attendance. If the answer is no, or 
even if you don’t have the option, God will still bring about goodness in your 
home, if you but allow him. This is a good time to reclaim your home as the 
domestic Church. While you can’t offer Mass, you can take time to read the 
Scriptures as a family. You can take time to offer psalms, hymns and spiritual 
songs as a family. You can reclaim Sunday as a Sabbath in the home. Not a 
Sabbath whereby you need to “fit in Mass somewhere,” but truly making 
Sunday the Lord’s Day. Make it a day of rest and relaxation, free of worry 
from the too many obligations of the world around you. Then take from the 
Sabbath, and apply it to the other days. Let there be a “Sabbath time” each day 
as a family to give to the Lord. 
    I pray this virus is defeated by God’s grace couple with human effort. I pray 
that panic not rule our hearts, but patience. But if it simply about waiting out 
this time so we can return to our earthly endeavors with the same fervor as 
before, are we not squandering a gift amidst a tragedy? Are we not like those 
in Amos 8:5 who anxiously await for the Sabbath to end, so that they may 
return to the pursuit of wealth with no regard for God, or others? Maybe that 
grows income, but does it grow culture, or love? 
    It’s an odd time for sure, but one where we get to reevaluate just for what 
we are living. Are we pursuing academic degrees, and personal income just 
for those ends in themselves, or are those ends in service to family, and God 
firstly? What are we sacrificing for what? Do we have it backwards, and can a 
viral scare make us brave in reversing that backwardness? I pray Christ sends 
forth this Holy Spirit on humanity to give us the wisdom we need to evaluate 
our lives. I pray it begins with me. 
    

Prayers, 
Rev. Edwin C. Dwyer, JCL 

Knights of Columbus Fund Raiser-Our golf outing is 
now in process for collecting hole sponsors. We thank the many 
of you who have so generously sent in your donations of $100.00 
to sponsor a hole in memory of your loved one, your business or 
just to sponsor this fund raiser. If you have not contacted a 
Knight to support this fund raiser and you wish to do so, it is not 
to late. You can make our your check to St. Cyril Knights of 
Columbus and mail it to Jerry Horak, PO Box 424, Elsie, MI 
48831.  Thank you. Jerry 


