
Several weeks ago, I was invited to give a 

talk to those gathered for the Annual Cath-

olic Radio Conference in Birmingham, 

Ala. The conference is sponsored by 

EWTN, which has almost 500 affiliate 

radio stations across the country. EWTN is 

probably best known for its television pro-

gramming, but radio is also a big part of 

its production. 

 I was happy to offer some en-

couragement to those involved in the apos-

tolate of Catholic radio because I have 

such a great appreciation for what we ex-

perience here in our area. Spirit Catholic 

Radio is heard in a large portion of Ne-

braska and southwest Iowa. Jim Carroll 

and all who operate our local network 

maintain a great relationship with the bish-

ops, priests and Catholic people of our 

several dioceses. I am happy to share with 

you some of what I offered at the Catholic 

radio conference, based on my very posi-

tive experience. 

 We commonly speak of the four 

"marks" or defining characteristics of the 

Catholic Church. The church is one, holy, 

catholic and apostolic. Every true aposto-

late in the church should reflect, amplify 

and strengthen one or another of these 

characteristics. Catholic radio enriches all 

four of these Catholic "essentials." 

 The church is one, and every 

Catholic apostolate must be at the service 

of the unity or the "communion" which is 

Jesus’ will for the church. Catholic radio 

knits together the many households and 

communities across its wide listening area. 

We share a common experience of prayer, 

reflection and learning, a common for-

mation in the faith that complements the 

formation offered in dioceses and parishes. 

We learn to imitate the virtues of the saints 

and are drawn to see our own place in the 

communion of saints. 

 On the air, priests and bishops 

take time to teach and to lead prayer. Lis-

teners are able to benefit from hearing 

bishops and priests besides their own. 

When issues in our state call for a re-

sponse, Catholics (and others) can be 

moved to pray and take action. Catholic 

radio helps us be one in Christ. 

 As we have been reminded this 

month, we are all called to be saints. The 

church is "holy," and growth in holiness 

should be the goal of each member. God 

has created and redeemed us for full life in 

heaven. We already begin to experience 

that life of grace now, and we know that 

Catholic radio can enrich that experience. 

 Spirit Catholic Radio in our area 

surveyed listeners not long ago. Of those 

who responded, significant numbers re-

ported increased time in prayer and eucha-

ristic adoration since listening to Catholic 

radio. Attendance at Mass and use of the 

sacrament of penance also increased. A 

majority reported increases in charitable 

giving and in the corporal works of mercy. 

In other words, many are hearing the call 

to holiness and responding more whole-

heartedly when they tune in to Catholic 

radio. 

 One does not have to listen for 

very long to realize that Catholic radio 

presents a rich variety of programming, 

appealing to a wide audience. We can say 

that the approach is "catholic" in the most 

basic sense of the term. While you are sure 

to hear something that reflects authentic 

Catholic teaching and practice, it is pre-

sented with such variety and freshness as 

to offer something for everyone. 

  Do you want to pray … to learn 

about the faith … reflect … meet your 

bishop … be informed of coming events 

… feel part of the community? All of this 

and more is provided. The richness of 

Catholic life is offered for free and in a 

manner that is very non-threatening. It is a 

grace waiting to be received. 

 The fourth mark of the church is 

that she is "apostolic." Our faith is founded 

on the teaching and witness of the apos-

tles. While we can count on Catholic radio 

to present the apostolic faith accurately, it 

helps us become apostolic in another way. 

The apostles had a deep, personal relation-

ship with Jesus. They also were given a 

mission by Jesus to share the gospel with 

as many people as they could, even to the 

ends of the earth. In our time, Pope Fran-

cis has envisioned a church permanently 

on mission. Catholic radio helps send the 

Gospel proclamation to city and suburban 

neighborhoods, to rural towns, to farms 

and ranches across our state and beyond. 

 The Holy Father encourages each 

of us to be "missionary disciples," continu-

ing the apostolic witness that the Holy 

Spirit has made possible since New Testa-

ment times. Radio listeners are both in-

spired and equipped to bring the light and 

joy of the Gospel to their families, parish-

es and to the public square. By offering 

material support to this vibrant apostolate, 

we participate directly in the powerful 

evangelizing mission of Catholic radio and 

of the church. 

 I am proud of our diocesan news-

paper, the Catholic Voice, and I am a reg-

ular contributor, as you can see. Catholic 

radio provides an important media com-

plement to the newspaper. Tune in to Spir-

it Catholic Radio when you have the op-

portunity. You will be joining the tens of 

thousands who are already becoming bet-

ter missionary disciples, closer to Jesus, 

ready to live and proclaim the Gospel. 
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