
Protect Life – Vote NO on Proposal 3 
By Bishop John Doerfler 
 
The Reproductive Freedom for All initiative in Michigan has worked to establish a ballot initiative to 

enshrine a right to abortion in the Michigan Constitution. On election day on November 8, vote NO to 
proposal 3. 

Proposal 3 would amend our State Constitution to include the most extreme “abortion rights” law in 
the United States. Proposal 3 does the following: 

• Establishes a right to abortion throughout pregnancy in the State Constitution. Though the 
language appears to allow limits on or a ban of late-term abortion, the very broad exception of a 
mother’s physical or mental health could provide for abortion for practically any reason at any time 
during pregnancy. 

•  Eliminates other laws in Michigan that regulate abortion, such as: 
• Laws that require parental notification and consent for minors to obtain an abortion. 
• Laws prohibiting partial birth abortion. 
• Laws that regulate the quality and safety of abortion facilities such as inspections and 

licensing and the proposal would even allow someone without a medical license to perform an 
abortion. 

• Laws that require informed medical consent for an abortion. 
• Laws that prosecute anyone who kills or injures a woman during an abortion. 
• Laws that protect the conscience rights of people to refuse to cooperate in abortion, such as 

doctors and nurses. 
Proposal 3 would also allow minors to seek medical treatment to alter their bodily sex without 

parental notification and consent. 
 

PRAYER AND FASTING 
Prayer and fasting are the most important and most powerful means at our disposal to defeat this 

initiative. 
From now through election day, I encourage all Catholics to join with me in praying a daily rosary 

and fasting for the defeat of proposal 3. In addition to praying the rosary, please choose a form of 
fasting to offer up for the defeat of the initiative. We have the noble practice of giving something up 
for Lent. Now let us embrace that spiritual practice to give up something as a form of fasting for the 
defeat of this initiative. 

 
HELP AND STAY INFORMED 

How else may you help? Visit the website for Citizens to Support MI Women and Children:  
supportmiwomenandchildren.org/ 

There you can sign up to volunteer and receive updates. You may also donate to help provide the 
necessary resources to defeat proposal 3. 

 
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE,  

PRAY FOR US 
Our Lady of Guadalupe is the patroness of the Americas. She appears pregnant with Jesus in the 

beautiful image that she left on the tilma of St. Juan Diego. Thus, Our Lady of Guadalupe is an ardent 
intercessor to protect the dignity of human life in the womb. Let us entrust the State of Michigan to 
her intercession, protection and care so that Michigan may be a place where the dignity of all human 
life is treasured and fostered. Let us remember the words that she spoke to St. Juan Diego: “Am I not 
here, I, who am your Mother? Are you not under my shadow and protection? Am I not the source of 
your joy? Are you not in the hollow of my mantle, in the crossing of my arms? Do you need something 
more? Let nothing else worry you, disturb you.” Our Lady of Guadalupe, pray for us! 


