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Flowers

Look at this flower (it’s a Bliz-
zard Bay daylily, image cour-
tesy of Barossa Daylilies). How 
many petals does it have? Do 
you see six? Are you think-
ing that six is not a Fibonacci 
number? Look more closely. 
Do you see that there are really 
two sets of three petals? The 
outside petals with the straight 
edges are not really petals. 
They’re called sepals. So how 
many actual petals are there? 

Not all flowers have three pet-
als. Some have lots more. Some 
are hard to count because 
there are so many petals or 
they are in rows. And there are 
a few flowers that don’t have 
Fibonacci numbers for petals. 
See if you can find a drawing of 
a daisy. Are the petals a Fibo-
nacci number?

Seed heads

The seed heads of flowers are 
in Fibonacci sequence spirals 
like you saw in the pinecones. 
Look at the seed head of this 
sunflower. Do you see how 
packed in the seeds are? But 
none of them gets smashed. 
The spiral pattern lets the 
flower fit the most seed heads 
in the least space.

How do you think you could 
use this information in your 
life? Do you think it would 
work to try to pack a suitcase 
like this? Why or why not?

Food

Look at this picture of a purple 
cauliflower. If you look careful-
ly, you can see the center of it 
where the little flowers (florets) 
begin. 

Can you see the spiraling?

Lesson 2: Finding Fibonacci

Now that you know what Fibonacci numbers are, you’re ready to go on a Fibonacci hunt. 
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Nature is full of Fibo-
nacci numbers and the 
Fibonacci sequence. 
Look at this Forestry 
Service poster of wild-
flowers. How many 
examples of Fibonacci 
numbers can you find 
in the poster? (Don’t 
worry that the words 
are fuzzy; just look 
at the pictures of the 
flowers.)
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