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2017-2018 Diocese of Marquette Catholic Schools 
History Curriculum – Third and Fourth Grade 

 
Units 1 & 2: Major Themes in Old and New Testament  

 
 
General Unit 1 Description: 3rd or 4th Grade Covenant 
These units will show important themes in our lives as Catholics which have roots in both the 
Old and New Testaments. 
 
The Church is in history, but at the same time she transcends it. It is only “with the eyes of faith” 
that one can see her in her visible reality and at the same time in her spiritual reality as bearer of 
divine life. (Catechism of the Catholic Church 770)   
 
Students will work through the book God’s Covenant with You - The Bible Tells a Story by 
Scott Hahn. Students learn that God has made covenants with man throughout history and 
continues to do so with us at our baptism where we become a part of His family. 
 
Overall Components 
 
Teacher Resources 

• God’s Covenant with You by Scott Hahn 
• Love and Mercy – The Story of Salvation Teachers Guide Resource by Sophia Institute 

for Teachers 
• To learn more about the Catholic Church and history go to the index of the Catholic 

Catechism and see the section entitled History and then refer to the references within. 
Timeline 

• Create a timeline of the Covenants 
Backdrop – Setting the Stage 

• Throughout salvation history, God has sought a relationship with mankind through 
establishing covenants with us. Covenants establish familial bonds and relationships. 

• What is a covenant?  
• See PowerPoint attachment from Love and Mercy: understanding Covenants and do A. 

o A. on page 5 and also handout C on page 12.  
Particulars 

• Introduction for teacher 
o You were in the Garden with Adam 
o You were in the Ark with Noah 
o You were homeless with Abraham 
o You were in the desert with Moses 
o You saw the kingdom come with David 
o You received new life with Jesus 
o You came out of the waters of Baptism 

• Poetry, Music, Paintings 
o Coloring pages 
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o To be Memorized (and so carried in the Heart) 
o Scripture already present in recitations 

• Writing Assignments 
 
General Unit 1 After Unit Complete 
 
Unit Assessments 
 
Further reading 
 
Creative activities  
 
Summary writing suggestions 
 
At Home Questions w/ Parents 
 
General Unit 2 Description: 3rd or 4th Grade The Eucharist 
 
Students will use the Eucharist resource attachment to learn of the many signs that foretell the 
Eucharist in the Old Testament. This will be seen by reflecting on various objects that speak 
about Christ: animals, events and persons, and who tell us about his sacrifice and the Eucharist.  
 
Overall Components 
 
Teacher Resources 

• Eucharist Resource – referred to as (ER from now on)   
• Please do not copy the pages of the Eucharist resource. 
• Use a projector to show pages on a wall. 

Backdrop – Setting the Stage 
• Throughout the Old and New Testaments God gave us many signs that foretell the 

Eucharist. This will be seen by reflecting on various objects that speak about Christ: 
animals, events and persons, and who tell us about his sacrifice and the Eucharist. 
Students will learn of the unity between and fulfillment found within the Scriptures. 

Particulars 
• Primary Sources 

 
Objects that prefigure the Eucharist 

Bread and wine 
Manna, food in desert 
 
Jesus as the living bread 

Exodus. 16, 11-15 
 
John 6, 48-51 

(ER p.45) 

Ark of the Covenant, sign of the 
dwelling place of God; Jesus present 
in Eucharist in tabernacles 
throughout the world 

Matthew 28,20 (ER p. 46) 
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Unleavened bread eaten at Passover 
when Jews were leaving slavery to 
freedom 

 (ER p. 47) 

Bread Cake 
Gives strength to Elijah to continue 
the journey 

1Kings 19, 4-8 (ER p. 47) 

God gave Daniel Bread for 
nourishment when he was prisoner 
in the lion’s den. 

Daniel 14, 33-39 
 

(ER p. 47) 

Some animals in the old testament that foretell the Eucharist 
The Lamb 
 
Jesus offers himself as our food and 
drink 

Acts 8, 32   
 
John 1, 29, 1Peter 1,19 ,  Isaiah 
53,7      

(ER p.49) 

The serpent lifted up in the desert is 
a symbol of Christ lifted up on the 
cross 

Numbers 21, 8 ,                     
John 3 , 14-15 
 

(ER p. 50) 

The blood of animals represents the 
blood of the Covenant the Lord has 
with his people 

Exodus 24, 7-8 
 

(ER p. 51) 

Particular event   
The Passover, Exodus (see page 53 
make sure you go through the 
explanation of the differences 
between the Eucharist and the 
Passover.) 

12, 1-11 (ER p. 52-53) 

Persons who prefigure Christ and his sacrifice   
Suffering servant Isaiah 53,7 (ER p. 54) 
Abel though innocent, he was 
murdered by his brother Cain 

Genesis 4 
 

(ER p. 55) 

Isaac who was about to be sacrificed 
for the honor of God 

Genesis 22,1-18 
 

(ER p. 56) 

The priest Melchisedech 
 
Offers bread and wine as a pre-
figuration of our offering of the 
bread and wine during the 
consecration at Mass. 

Genesis 14,18 (ER p. 57) 

New Testament 
The Institution of the Eucharist Luke 22, 7-20 (ER p. 59-61) 
Did Jesus foretell the Holy Mass 
before he instituted it? Yes on 
various occasions and in various 
ways. 
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Foretelling in New Testament: Make sure you do each passage and take some time to 
discuss them  
Miracle of Multiplication of loaves John 6, 11-13 (ER p. 62) 
Jesus stating we are to eat his flesh 
and drink his blood 

John 6, 55-56 (ER p. 62) 

Jesus changes water into wine John 2, 1-12 (ER p. 63) 
Jesus has the power to give life John 11, 1-44 (ER p. 64) 
Jesus gives sight to the blind John 9, 1-41  (ER p. 64) 
Jesus has powers over nature Mt 8, 23-26  (No resource) 
Jesus truly accomplishes all this in the Eucharist: he transforms the bread and wine into 
his Body and Blood, in this way giving His life to the world. 

 
• Vocabulary 
• Learn what a metaphor is  (check this) 
• Poetry, Music, Paintings 

o Coloring pages 
o To be Memorized (and so carried in the Heart) 
o Scripture already present in recitations 

• Writing Assignments 
 
General Unit 2 After Unit Complete 
 
Unit Assessments 
 
Further reading 
 
Creative activities  
 
Summary writing suggestions 
At Home Questions w/ Parents 
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