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2017-2018 Diocese of Marquette Catholic Schools 
History Curriculum – Fourth Grade 

 
Unit 1: Greece 

 
 
General Unit 1 Description 
 
This unit is a study of Ancient Greece. Students will learn about the Gods of Greece, its famous 
leaders, military battles, and great thinkers. Students will learn of Greece’s lasting impact in the 
world through its contributions to politics, science, literature and language, philosophy, 
education, etc.    
  
The core of the unit are brief read aloud stories of people and events in the history of Greece. 
These will be supplemented with other resources. 
 
 
Overall Components 
 
Teacher Resources 

• Famous Men of Greece, Teacher Guide and Student Reader 
• The Story of The World Volume 1: Ancient Times Chapters 19,20, 22-25  
• Other 

Timeline 
• Create an Ancient Greece Timeline 

Backdrop – Setting the Stage 
• Read the link below to give you some general background. 

o http://www.chttp://www.coreknowledge.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/02/CKHG-G3-U2-about-ancient-
greece.pdforeknowledge.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/CKHG-G3-U2-
about-ancient-greece.pdf  

• Maps 
o See Memoria Press Teachers guide pp. 125-132 and references in chapters to use 

these maps. 
• Places, Geographical Features, Natural resources 

o Core Knowledge 2nd grade 
• Insights into Everyday Life 
• Existing Circumstances & Situations (brief) 

 Political 
 Cultural 
 Economic 

Particulars 
• Persons 

o Stories of, characters from Greek Myths, leaders of Greece, philosophers and 
scientists in ancient time. 
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• Vocabulary 
o See Memoria Press teacher’s Guide 

• Biographies to be Read 
o Famous Men of Greece brief biographies 

• Primary Sources 
o Iliad and Odyssey  

• Poetry, Music, Paintings 
o https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/94/Sanzio_01.jpg 
o Famous painting of Aristotle and Plato at the school of Athens and the basic 

differences of their philosophy systems.  
 https://thomasaquinas.edu/a-liberating-education/great-apostle-philosophy 

o For a good introductory explanation of the differences and similarities of these 
two giant philosophy systems in light of the famous painting, read the article 
above, esp. the section at the end entitled, Aristotelian or Platonist? 

o Architecture: the Parthenon, , Temples,  
 http://www.touropia.com/famous-greek-temples/ 
 http://www.famous-historic-buildings.org.uk/greece_4.html 

o Enduring Legacy Today (symbols, holidays, etc.) 
o Many letters of our alphabet (Ch. 20 The Story of the World) 
o The Olympic games 
o Roots of democracy 
o Roots of Liberal Arts education 
o Amount of English words with Greek roots, for examples see Diocese of 

Marquette Language Arts curriculum.  Vocabulary section grade 6-8. 
o To be Memorized (and so carried in the Heart) 
o Speeches 

 Poems 
 Songs 
 Quotes 

• Writing Assignments 
 
Subsection of a unit: Unit 1 – Part A 
 
Unit 1 – Part A Description 
 
Major questions or ideas in this section: 2 or 3 
 
Actions & Events 

• Trojan War   
• Iliad and the Odyssey, Homer 

https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/story-epic-proportions-what-makes-poem-epic 
• Games: The Olympics 

https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/olympic-medal-its-all-greek-us#sect-objectives 
 

  
Key Tales & Stories 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/94/Sanzio_01.jpg
https://thomasaquinas.edu/a-liberating-education/great-apostle-philosophy
http://www.touropia.com/famous-greek-temples/
http://www.famous-historic-buildings.org.uk/greece_4.html
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/story-epic-proportions-what-makes-poem-epic
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/olympic-medal-its-all-greek-us#sect-objectives


 

This work is based on an original work of the Core Knowledge ® Foundation made available through licensing under a Creative Commons 
Attribution-Noncommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License. This does not in any way imply that the Core Knowledge Foundation endorses this 
work. For more information, please go to their web page at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/. 

 
• Memoria press Famous Men of Greece Student book and Teachers Guide. We suggest 

reading only the stories that are marked with * to get a good basic overview of Ancient 
Greece. The approximate pace to go through the Famous Men read aloud book is one day 
per person listed below with an * unless otherwise specified to be two days. Use the 
vocabulary and comprehension questions in the teacher’s guide to help you prepare for 
your class discussion. Read the story aloud. Take time to ask and listen for questions. Do 
any of the activities as you see fit. These stories give you ample examples of virtue, 
patriotism, and heroism to discuss with students. Use the review sections for assessment. 
 
Begin with a read aloud of (Chapter 19 the Story of the World Early Greeks) Then 
(Chapter 20 Greece gets an Alphabet) to give the students some context. Use some of the 
material you read from above in the core knowledge link to give students some more 
overview of the importance of Ancient Greece. 
 
When it makes sense below, the chapters on Alexander (25) comparing Sparta to Athens 
(22) and the wars of the Greeks (24) all from the Story of the World will go well to 
supplement and strengthen the Famous Men stories below.  

 
Background on key leaders for teachers: 
The Gods of Greece*   
Deucalion and the Flood 
Cadmus and the Dragon’s teeth 
Perseus* 
Review 
 
Hercules and his labors* 
Theseus* 
Agamemnon, King of Men* 
Achilles, Bravest of Greeks* 
Review 
 
The Adventures of Odysseus* 
Lycurgus 
Draco and Solon 
Pisistratus the Tyrant 
Miltiades, The Hero of Marathon* 
Review 
 
Leonidas at Thermopylae* 
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/300-
spartans-battle-thermopylae-herodotuss-real-
history 
 
Themistocles 
Aristides the Just 

2 or 3 Days 
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Cimon 
Pericles* 
Review 
 
Alcibiades 
Lysander* 
Socrates and his pupil Plato* 
Xenophon* 
Epaminondas and Pelopidas  
Review 
 
Philip of Macedonia 
Alexander the Great* 
Demosthenes* 
Aristotle, (and later St. Thomas Aquinas) * 
Zeno, Diogenes, and Apelles* 
Ptolemy* 
Review 
 
Pyrrhus* 
Cleo Menes III* 
Fall of Greece  

 
 
 
General Unit 1 Review 
 
What about the stories, actions and events inspire wonder (think heroism, sacrifice, acting on 
principles, leadership, humility etc.) 

• Morals, Virtues, & Catholic Principles that apply to the choices and events considered 
  
Civic Connections & Virtues 

• The Greek polis (city-state) and patriotism 
• Athens as a city-state: the beginnings of democracy 
• Beginnings of democratic government: Modern American democratic government has its 

roots in Athenian democracy (despite the obvious limitations on democracy in ancient 
Greece, for example, slavery, vote denied to women) The Assembly Suffrage, majority 
vote (look up the roots of the term democracy, “peoples rule”) 

• The “classical” ideal of human life and works, The ideal of the well-rounded individual 
and worthy citizen. 

• Paideia the education system of Greece, the roots of the Liberal Arts as we know them 
today.   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paideia 

 
 
General Unit 1 After Unit Complete 
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Unit Assessments 
• See Memoria Press Teachers guide 

 
Further reading  

• Archimedes and the Door to Science by Bendick (6th- 8th reading list Diocese of 
Marquette) 

• Galen and Gateway to Medicine by Bendick (5th reading list Diocese of Marquette)  
• The Adventures of Odysseus and The Tale of Troy by Padraic Colum Dover publisher 

 
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/it-came-greek-mythology#sect-activities 
 
 
   
Creative activities  

• Horatius at the bridge acted out or parts memorized. See Diocese of Marquette poetry 8th 
grade.    

 
Summary writing suggestions 
 
At Home Questions w/ Parents 
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