
 
 

AG report on the Diocese of Marquette at a glance 

 

Are all the allegations credible or substantiated? 

Not necessarily. From the report summary: “The allegations are summarized here, and their inclusion 

does not reflect a determination by the Department that the allegations are credible or otherwise 

substantiated.” 

 

How many priests are listed in the report as having allegations and how many have ministered in the 

diocese during the report’s timeframe (1950-2022)? 

Allegations against 44 priests are listed. A total of 488 priests and seven bishops have ministered in the 

diocese during this time. 

 

How recently has an alleged incident of sexual abuse of a minor occurred? 

25 years ago. The Diocese of Marquette does not know of any incidents of sexual abuse of a minor by a 

priest in active ministry occurring since 1997. 

 

When did these alleged incidents of sexual abuse of a minor occur? 

Mostly in the 1960s and 1970s, with 55% occurring in those two decades. Although the investigation 

started with 1950s, 3% of the allegations were from the late 1940s. The following decades by 

percentage are: 

1950s – 16% 

1960s – 28%  

1970s – 27%  

1980s – 16%  

1990s – 10%  

2000s – 0% 

2010s – 0% 

2020s – 0% 

 

When did abuse of adults occur? 

From the report summary: “[T] the vast majority of sexual misconduct was alleged to have occurred 

before 2002, except for four, all of whom are alive, and one of whom the allegation related to children: 

Fr. (Aaron) Nowicki for child pornography and accosting a child in 2021 while removed from ministry…” 

 



 
 

How many priests from the diocese are listed as convicted? 

The report lists two convictions prior to the investigation, and one in conjunction with it. In 1987 Fr. 

Terrence Healy was convicted of second-degree criminal sexual conduct against a minor. He was in 

ministry in Lansing at the time. In 1991 Fr. Norbert LaCosse was convicted of criminal sexual misconduct 

against a minor. In 2022, Former priest Gary Jacobs was convicted of five counts of first- and second-

degree criminal sexual misconduct against four victims in the 1980s. First-degree criminal sexual 

conduct charges filed in 2019 against Fr. Roy Joseph for alleged misconduct with an adult are pending. 

The Department is currently seeking to extradite him from India.  

 

Why are there not more convictions? 

From the report summary: “As to the other allegations, in virtually all of the cases either the statute of 

limitations had run, or the priest had died prior to the start of the Department’s investigation. Few of 

the allegations were examined by law enforcement officials during the time in which the statute of 

limitations would have allowed for a charge if warranted. Also, in the vast majority of the cases, the 

allegations were brought to diocesan officials only after the statute of limitations had run or after the 

priest had died.” 

 

When were allegations of sexual abuse by clergy received by the diocese and the AG’s office? 

A vast majority of allegations received by the diocese are from the 2000s and later. In fact, more than 

one-third (36%) were received in the 2000s alone. The Charter for the Protection of Children and Young 

People was enacted in 2002 providing victim’s assistance coordinators at dioceses, including Marquette, 

and encouraging people to report sexual abuse in the Church. The 2010s saw an additional 19% and 

2020s 3% to the diocese. Since the investigation began in 2018, the Attorney General’s office received 

15% of the total allegations. Working back from the turn of the century the numbers drop precipitously. 

The 1990s saw 13% of the total allegations; 1980s, 3%; 1970s, 1%; 1960s, 4%; and 1950s, 3%. An 

additional 4% were reported to other dioceses or are undated.  

 

When and why did the investigation begin? 

The report summary notes the investigation began on Sept. 21, 2018, with a search warrant executed on 

all seven Catholic (arch)dioceses in Michigan on Oct. 3, 2018. Per the report, “The purpose of the 

investigation is to determine if sexual abuse of minors and adults was being reported as required by law 

and to investigate potential criminal charges against those responsible for the abuse or for covering up 

sexual abuse.” 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Have the (arch)dioceses cooperated in the investigation? 

From the report summary: “All seven dioceses have agreed to cooperate with the investigation and from 

all accounts are abiding by that agreement.”  

It continues, “In an effort to cooperate with the AG's investigation, the dioceses have agreed to provide 

all reports of sexual abuse that they receive during the course of the investigation. The dioceses agreed 

to allow the AG's office to conduct a criminal investigation into the sexual abuse report first, waiting to 

conduct any internal investigation until the AG investigation has concluded. Experience indicates that 

victims of sexual abuse wait many years before they disclose the abuse to others. In this investigation, 

victims continue to report sexual abuse to the dioceses. The AG does not wish to interfere in the victim's 

spiritual relationship with their church or the diocese and encourages victims to cooperate in any 

subsequent canonical investigation.” 

Additionally, “For Marquette, the investigation yielded 52 tips. 16 of those were provided directly from 

the Diocese of Marquette.” 


