
 

Principles in our approach to teaching History: 

Religious and Moral 

The study of history is – ultimately – the narrative of divine condescension, of God’s reaching 
out to man, creating and then redeeming him with a promise of his Second Coming when the 
kingdom of God will come in its fullness.  

Students reflect on the fact that our human struggle and history takes place within the divine 
history, universal salvation.  

Students are taught to see history as something real: the drama of human grandeur and human 
misery.  Since in the actions recorded in history, man projects on the world the good or the evil 
that is within the individual, history is subject to moral judgments.  

Students will demonstrate an understanding about great figures of history by examining their 
lives for examples of moral strength and weakness. 

Students will learn how religious and moral knowledge is a requisite for understanding the drama 
of human grandeur and misery and good and evil throughout history. 

Students will be able to explain the history of the Catholic Church and its impact in human 
events and culture.  

Students are taught to know and live the beatitudes and Catholic Social teaching. 

Students are taught to witness to their faith and the great commission, to go and make disciples 
of all nations. 

Intellectual 

There is a history of every discipline; science, math, arts, literature, religion - scripture and 
church, etc. The primary function of the instruction in history considered in reference to the 
whole curriculum is to order, to elaborate, and to supplement the historical elements embodied in 
the entire course of study.  

Students are taught to see history as a whole. Looking at the grand picture, they will see the 
development of civilizations, and learn about progress in such things as economic development, 
human freedom, and international cooperation. Realizing this can help to offset the disgust that 
comes from learning about the darker side of human history.  

History as a discipline, has its own educative value. It acquaints us with the deeds and events of the 
past and thus widens our mental horizon and understanding of others and the world.  

Students are taught to develop a taste for historical truth, and therefore to realize the need to look 
critically at texts and curricula.  

 



 

 

Aesthetic  

History is storytelling, which is why we place a high importance on a quality narrative of the 
history being learned. 

Students respond to beautiful artifacts from different times and cultures.  

Students value the cultural inheritance the Church provides us yesterday and today. 

We teach students to examine the aesthetics of different cultures and times so as to better 
appreciate the purpose and power of both cultural and transcendent notions of the beautiful.  

History presents to our view all that is great ---great struggles, great sacrifices, and great sentiments, 
and is apt to arouse kindred emotions in us.  
 

Civic 

History teaches us how to discriminate between what is positive in the world, what needs to be 
transformed, and what injustices must be overcome.  

History teaches us how man ought to live in relation to family, neighbors, society, and God.  

The study of history is a good school of patriotism, teaching the rights and responsibilities of 
citizens. 
 
History describes human actions, relations, types, and characters and thereby imparts a knowledge of 
men and of life and awakens an interest which in many cases grows to sympathy and partly to 
devotion.  
 
 

 

 

 

 


