
Dear Friends in Christ,

Thank you for your ongoing partnership in sharing our Catholic faith and your 
continued commitment to build Christ’s church here in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.

We’d like to send you a special gift as a thank you. Simply return the enclosed card 
to request your FREE guide to creating your estate plan. If you’ve put o! this critical 
task, you’re not alone. This resource has helped many others kick-start their journeys. 

Inside this issue of Faithful Giving, you’ll read about fellow parishioner John “Jack” Feira. 
Jack harnessed the power of his estate to leave a legacy endowment for his beloved 
Keweenaw Peninsula Catholic parishes, including Our Lady of the Pines in Copper 
Harbor, pictured at the top of our newsletter.

Also in this issue, you will learn the bene"ts of giving from a will—from protecting 
yourself and your loved ones to helping your values live on. As you continue to invest, 
in many ways, in our faith community, I encourage you to consider including the 
Church in your long-term "nancial plans. Your income today is not a!ected, and your 
gift will make a lasting impact.

I remain inspired by the generosity of God’s stewards here in the Upper Peninsula.  
If you have any questions about how you can create your own legacy, please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch with me.

Sincerely, 

Terri Gadzinski 
Executive Director, Stewardship & Development 
Diocese of Marquette

P.S. P.S. We would love to acknowledge your generosity. Please return the enclosed reply 
card to receive a FREE resource, Your Personal Planning Road Map, to help you plan 
for the future.
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J ohn “Jack” Feira (fare-ah) 
of Green Bay, WI, became 

a Bishop’s Ambassador to the 
Diocese of Marquette this past 
summer when he completed legal 
paperwork to designate assets, 
upon his passing, to the Upper 
Peninsula Catholic Foundation. 

Jack was born and raised in 
Hancock, MI. He attended Northern 
Michigan University, joined the 
Army, and had a long career as a 
schoolteacher. As a lifelong Catholic, 
Jack is de!nitely a friend of Jesus! 
His most recent actions give 
witness to his profound gratitude 
for the gift of life, the blessing of 
faith and acknowledgment that all 
he is and has, is a gift from God. 

Jack was searching for a way 
to help the Church continue its 
mission, especially in the rural and 
remote areas of his childhood, 
which is dotted with many small 
parishes and missions where  

Mass-goers often have to drive many 
miles to get to Church. He wanted 
his gifts to bene!t current areas of 
need and he wanted to know the 
money would be accounted for and 
would be well used. 

Jack eventually settled on an 
endowment gift for the Upper 
Peninsula Catholic Foundation, Inc. 
— a forever gift that will make his 
charitable dream a reality. His estate 
plan passes on his beloved Catholic 
faith to another generation. 

Additionally, when the gift is 
received, provisions have been 
made for a picnic (or picnics) to 
be hosted by the local parishes. 
People will be invited to gather in 
faith, enjoy fellowship and learn 
about their new endowments.

To learn more about the 
Foundation and Bishop’s 
Ambassador organization, visit 
UPCatholicFoundation.org.

God Bless You, Jack!

Making His Charitable Dream a Reality

John “Jack” Feira

https://dioceseofmarquette.org/giving
https://form.jotform.com/210284340734146
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Our Mission
We, the Diocese of Marquette, united in Word and 

Sacrament and in communion with the universal Catholic 

Church, witness to and proclaim the Good News of Jesus 

Christ for all the people in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.
Terri Gadzinski
Executive Director,  
Stewardship & Development
906.227.9108
tgadzinski@dioceseofmarquette.org 
dioceseofmarquette.org/planmygift

You know a will is vital when it comes to distributing 
your assets to the people and causes you care 

about, but did you know that creating one has personal 
bene!ts? This is particularly apparent when you use it to 
give a gift to a cause you love, such as your parish or the 
Diocese of Marquette.

Here’s how including a  
gift in your will bene!ts you:

It can lessen anxiety. Thinking and planning 
ahead can make it less daunting to talk about 
what happens when you’re gone. How? It gives 
you reassurance that the people and causes close 
to your heart are taken care of. 

It can lend perspective. Taking stock of what’s 
important can help you focus on your goals and be 
more aware of how you want to impact the world. 

It sets an example. Your gift can be an inspiration. 
Your story can have a ripple e"ect on your loved 
ones or others who you share it with. 

4 Reasons Giving From 
Your Will Is a Good Idea

STEP!BY!STEP PLANNING
Having a solid plan is the best way to help you and your loved ones rest easy about the future. Creating 
your estate plan also gives you a chance to consider your long-term plans for the Church. Our FREE 
guide, Your Personal Planning Road Map, lays out the process in a simple, step-by-step manner. Simply 
complete and return the enclosed reply card to request your copy.

I Can Help
Contact Terri at tgadzinski@dioceseofmarquette.org  
or 906.227.9108 when you’re ready to discuss  
how your will can help preserve and extend our 
Catholic heritage.

1004 Harbor Hills Drive 
Marquette, MI 49855

It just feels good. Giving makes you feel good. 
Really, it does. Research shows that the act of 
giving reduces stress-related activity in one area 
of the brain while increasing reward-related 
activity in another. 

Of course, loved ones are the !rst people to consider 
when creating your will. Then, think about the nonpro!ts 
you want to support. Providing for the Church is an 
excellent way to demonstrate your values, help you gain a 
better understanding of what’s important to you and set 
an example for others to follow. 



Name (please print)

Address

City, State  ZIP

Telephone

Email

We respect your privacy. Information collected here will not be shared 
outside of our organization.

!  Please send me the FREE
brochure Your Personal
Planning Road Map.

!  I’ve already chosen to
leave a legacy that expresses
my Catholic faith by including
a gift to the Diocese of
Marquette in my estate plan.

!  I would like to learn more about planning my
Catholic funeral.

Yes, I Want to  
Be More Prepared.
Please click here to submit the reply card

Thank you for helping us build a solid faith 
foundation for future generations!

https://form.jotform.com/221105252704139



