
Religious Scientists (From the Vatican Observatory Website) 
https://www.vofoundation.org/faith-and-science/religious-scientists/ 
 
Many scientists are religious people—men and women of faith—believers in God.  This section 
features some of the religious scientists who appear in different entries on these Faith and 
Science pages. Some of these scientists are well-known, others less so. Many are Catholic, many 
are not. Most are Christian, but some are not. 

Some of these scientists of faith have lived saintly lives. Many scientists who are faith-full tend to 
describe science as an effort to understand the works of God and thus to grow closer to God. 
Quite a few describe their work in science almost as a duty they have to seek to improve the lives 
of their fellow human beings through greater understanding of the world around them. But the 
people featured here are featured because they are scientists, not because they are saints (even 
when they are, in fact, saints). Scientists tend to be creative, independent-minded and confident 
of their ideas.  

We also maintain a longer listing of scientists of faith who may or may not be discussed on these 
Faith and Science pages—click here for that listing. 

 Agnesi, Maria Gaetana (1718-1799) 

Catholic Christian 
A child prodigy who obtained education and acclaim for her abilities in math and physics, as 
well as support from Pope Benedict XIV, Agnesi would write an early calculus textbook. She 
later abandoned her work in mathematics and physics and chose a life of service to those in need. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Maria Gaetana Agnesi. 

Banneker, Benjamin (1731–1806) 

Christian 
Benjamin Banneker was a self-taught American astronomer, best known for his almanacs and his 
contribution to the surveying of the District of Columbia. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Benjamin Banneker. 
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 Bassi, Laura (1711-1778) 

Catholic Christian 
Laura Bassi is often identified as being the first woman to earn a doctoral degree and the first to 
be a university professor of physics—a position that was somewhat honorary, but the brilliant 
Bassi managed to turn it into a full position. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Laura Bassi. 

 Bell Burnell, Jocelyn (1943-) 

Christian 
Jocelyn Bell Burnell received the 2018 Breakthrough Prize in Fundamental Physics for her role 
in the discovery of pulsars in 1967. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Jocelyn Bell Burnell. 

 Blackwell, Elizabeth (1821-1910) 

Christian 
Elizabeth Blackwell was the first woman to receive a medical degree in the United States. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Elizabeth Blackwell. 

 Boscovich, Roger Joseph (1711-1787) 
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Catholic Christian 
Roger Joseph Boscovich (Ruđer Josip Bošković) was a scientist, and a priest of the Society of 
Jesus. He had a wide range of interests and accomplishments.  These included developing better 
lenses for telescopes, designing a system to reinforce the dome of St. Peter’s for Pope Benedict 
XIV, and even creating what today might be called a “Theory of Everything” that would explain 
all physical interactions in the universe. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Roger Joseph Boscovich. 

 Clerke, Agnes Mary (1842-1907) 

Catholic Christian 
Agnes Mary Clerke was an influential nineteenth-century writer whose primary subject of 
interest was astronomy. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Agnes Mary Clerke. 

 Du Châtelet, Emilie (1706-1749) 

Catholic Christian 
Gabrielle Émilie Le Tonnelier de Breteuil, Marquise Du Châtelet, wrote, among other things, a 
translation and commentary on Isaac Newton’s Principia, and a physics textbook for her son, 
entitled Institutions de Physique (Foundations of Physics). 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Emilie Du Châtelet. 

 Galilei, Galileo (1564-1642) 
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Catholic Christian 
Galileo Galilei was one of the first astronomers to use the telescope. Using the telescope, he 
discovered the moons of Jupiter, the phases of Venus, and other astronomical phenomena. He 
was a strong advocate for the heliocentric theory of Copernicus, and came into conflict with 
church authorities over his pro-Copernican writings. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Galileo Galilei. 

 Gassendi, Pierre (1592-1655) 

Catholic Christian 
Pierre Gassendi was a priest and astronomer best known for his observation of a transit of the 
planet Mercury across the face of the sun. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Pierre Gassendi . 

 Grosseteste, Robert (c. 1170-1253) 

Catholic Christian 
Robert Grosseteste was Bishop of Lincoln in England in the thirteenth century. He wrote on a 
variety of topics related to science. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Robert Grosseteste. 

 Hayhoe, Katharine (1974-) 
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Christian 
Katharine Hayhoe is an evangelical Christian who is also director of the Climate Science Center 
at Texas Tech University and has been a lead author on the U.S. government’s National Climate 
Assessment. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Katharine Hayhoe. 

 Hell, Maximilian (1720-1792) 

Catholic Christian 
Maximilian Hell was an astronomer and priest of the Society of Jesus, and founder and director 
of the Astronomical Observatory in Vienna. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Maximilian Hell. 

 Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179) 

Catholic Christian 
St. Hildegard of Bingen was recognized by Pope Benedict XVI in 2012 for various aspects of her 
work, including her scientific work (which was primarily in the area of medicine and 
pharmacology). 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Hildegard of Bingen. 

 Ibn Al-Haytham (965-1040) 
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Muslim 
Abu ‘Ali al-Hasan ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Haytham did work in a number of areas of science and 
mathematics, especially in the field of Optics. His optics work became well-known and well-
regarded in Europe, where he was known as “Alhazen” or “Alhacen”. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Ibn Al-Haytham. 

 Jackson, Shirley Ann (1946- ) 

Christian 
Shirley Ann Jackson was the first African-American woman to obtain a Ph.D. from MIT. She 
went on to work at Fermilab, Bell Laboratories, and in the 1990’s was made head of the US 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Shirley Ann Jackson. 

 Keller, Mary Kenneth (1913-1985) 

Catholic Christian 
Sr. Mary Kenneth Keller, BVM, was one of the first two people, and the first woman, to receive 
a Ph.D. in computer science in the U.S. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Mary Kenneth Keller. 

 Kepler, Johannes (1571-1630) 
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Christian 
Johannes Kepler is best known for his Three Laws of Planetary motion that described orbital 
motion in terms of ellipses.  Kepler believed that God chose mathematical patterns in designing 
the universe. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Johannes Kepler. 

 Kircher, Athanasius (1602-1680) 

Catholic Christian 
Fr. Athanasius Kircher, of the Society of Jesus, was known for a variety of scientific work, but 
also for the museum he constructed in the seventeenth century—a museum filled with everything 
from demonstrations of optical illusions and magnetic clocks, to lodestones and asbestos, to 
artifacts from the cultures of Egypt and China. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Athanasius Kircher. 

 Mitchell, Maria (1818-1889) 

Christian 
Maria Mitchell was the first American woman to be a professional astronomer and a professor of 
astronomy (Vassar College). 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Maria Mitchel. 

 Montessori, Maria (1870-1952) 
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Catholic Christian 
Maria Montessori was the first woman doctor in Italy. She studied subjects from mathematics to 
anthropology to philosophy at advanced levels, and was a scientist by training, who used her 
training to study how children learned. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Maria Montessori. 

 NASA’s “Hidden Figures” 

Christian 
Dorothy Vaughn, Katherine Johnson, Mary Jackson, and Christine Darden were mathematicians, 
engineers, and computer programmers working at NASA Langley during the “Space Race”. 
They were also all women were people of faith. Their story was brought to light by Margot Lee 
Shetterly in her best-selling book Hidden Figures, which was made into a movie of the same 
name. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about NASA’s “Hidden Figures”. 

Newton, Isaac (1643-1727) 

Christian 
Isaac Newton is arguably the most influential scientist of all time. The calculus and physics he 
developed is taught today in high school and college classes everywhere. However, Newton 
wrote more about religion than he did about mathematics and physics. The full extent of his 
religious writings and thought has only become evident recently, as material that was long held 
in private collections is becoming widely available. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Isaac Newton. 

 Pascal, Blaise (1623-1662) 
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Catholic Christian 
Blaise Pascal is known to students in science classes everywhere who learn of “Pascal’s 
Principle” concerning hydraulic pressure. Pascal also wrote on theological matters, with his best-
known work being the Pensées. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Blaise Pascal. 

 Piazzi, Giuseppe (1746-1826) 

Catholic Christian 
Fr. Giuseppe Piazzi was the first astronomer to discover an asteroid, and the first to discover the 
proper motion of a star—both substantial contributions to astronomy. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Giuseppe Piazzi. 

  

Riccioli, Giovanni Battista (1598-1671) 

Catholic Christian 
Fr. Giovanni Battista Riccioli of the Society of Jesus was the first scientist to conduct precision 
experiments to measure gravity, and the first to develop the idea of the Coriolis Effect, among 
many other things. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Giovanni Battista Riccioli. 

 Rigge, William F. (1857-1927) 
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Catholic Christian 
Fr. William F. Rigge was an astronomer and a priest of the Society of Jesus who taught at 
Creighton University. He is known for the remarkable incident in which he used his knowledge 
of astronomy to provide evidence that exonerated a man who had been accused of planting a 
bomb. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about William F. Rigge. 

 Scheiner, Christoph (1573-1650) 

Catholic Christian 
Fr. Christoph Scheiner of the Society of Jesus was the first “solar astronomer”—the first scientist 
to conduct an in-depth, years-long study of the sun. He was probably the first to conduct that sort 
of extended study of any astronomical object. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Christoph Scheiner. 

 Secchi, Angelo (1818-1878) 

Catholic Christian 
Fr. Angelo Secchi of the Society of Jesus conducted pioneering research into the nature of stars. 
His work in astronomy laid the foundations for the modern Vatican Observatory. The Sun-Earth 
Connection Coronal and Heliospheric Investigation (SECCHI) package on NASA’s STEREO 
solar mission is named for him. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Angelo Secchi. 

 Sisters of the Holy Child Mary 
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Catholic Christians 
Emilia Ponzoni, Regina Colombo, Concetta Finardi and Luigia Panceri were all Sisters of the 
Holy Child Mary and were part of a global effort in the early twentieth century to make a 
complete map and catalog of the starry skies. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about the Sisters of the Holy Child 
Mary. 

 Verbiest, Ferdinand (1623-1688) 

Catholic Christian 
Fr. Ferdinand Verbiest of the Society of Jesus was an astronomer who worked in China for the 
Emperor.  He is also noted for developing an “automobile”. 

Click here for Vatican Observatory Faith and Science entries about Ferdinand Verbiest. 

Catholic Scientists of the Past 
The following is taken and abbreviated from Society of Catholic Scientists.org 

https://www.catholicscientists.org/catholic-scientists-of-the-past 

St. Albert the Great (aka Albertus Magnus) (ca. 1193 to Nov 15, 1280)  St. Albert was a 
German Dominican bishop, theologian, philosopher, and scientist.  St. Albert played an 
important role in introducing the science of the ancient Greeks and of the Arabs into the 
curriculum of medieval universities.   Like his contemporaries Bishop Robert Grosseteste and 
Roger Bacon, he emphasized in his writings the importance of an experimental approach to 
science.  And he practiced what he preached by doing a great amount of original observational 
work in botany and zoology, especially in the classification of plants, flowers, and fruits; in 
animal reproduction and embryology; and in the study of insects. The Dictionary of Scientific 
Biography calls his work On Vegetables and Plants “a masterpiece for its independence of 
treatment, its accuracy and range of detailed description, its freedom from myth, and its 
innovation in systematic classification.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=234JiON1tLs 
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André-Marie Ampère  (January 20, 1775 to June 10, 1836)  Ampère is one of the principle 
architects of the theory of electromagnetism.  In 1823, he discovered the law that describes the 
magnetic force between two pieces of wire that are carrying electrical current, which became 
known as Ampère’s Law. In honor of his epoch-making discovery, the most commonly used unit 
of electrical current is called the ampere (or “amp” for short). Ampère was a sincere and devout 
Catholic believer. He was a mentor of Bl. Frédéric Ozanam, the main founder of the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul, who stayed with the Ampère family for a period. The Catholic Encyclopedia 
relates the following: 

“On the day of his wife's death he wrote two verses from the Psalms, and the prayer ‘O 
Lord, God of Mercy, unite me in heaven with those whom you have permitted me to 
love on earth.’. Serious doubts harassed him at times and made him very unhappy. Then 
he would take refuge in the reading of the Bible and the Fathers of the Church. ‘Doubt,’ 
he says in a letter to a friend, ‘is the greatest torment that a man suffers on earth.’”   

Jacques Philippe Marie Binet (February 2, 1786  to May 12, 1856) Binet was a French 
mathematician, physicist and astronomer. He made significant contributions to number theory 
and was the first to describe the rule for the multiplication of matrices….According to the 
Catholic Encyclopedia, “Binet was a man of modest manner and a devout Catholic.”  

Bernard Bolzano (Oct 5, 1781 to  Dec 18, 1848) Bolzano was a Bohemian priest, 
mathematician, logician, philosopher and theologian. He is most famous for his contributions to 
putting calculus and mathematical analysis on a more rigorous foundation, as well as for his 
work in logic.  

Ruđer Bošcović, S.J. (also Rudjer or Roger Boscovich) (May 18, 1711 to Feb 13, 1787) 
Bošcović was a Croatian astronomer, physicist, and Jesuit priest, who is most famous for his 
ideas about atoms, which in certain respects were far ahead of his time…. In 1870, Mendeléev 
compared Boscovich to Copernicus and held him to be the ‘founder of modern atomism.’”  

Thomas Bradwardine (ca 1300 to August 26, 1349) Bradwarding, who briefly was Archbishop 
of Canterbury before his death, was part of a group of thinkers called the “Oxford Calculators” 
or “Merton Calculators,” who made significant advances in the mathematical analysis of 
motion.   

Henri Breuil (February 28, 1877 to Aug 14, 1961) Nicknamed the “Pope of Prehistory,” Breuil 
was a French Catholic priest and archaeologist who became recognized in his lifetime as the 
world’s foremost authority on prehistoric cave art.   

 

 



Nicola Cabibbo (April 10, 1935 to August 16, 2010) Cabibbo made many contributions to 
theoretical particle physics, the most famous of which is the Cabibbo theory of how quarks 
interact via the Weak force, which is now part of the Standard Model of particle 
physics.  Cabibbo was a devout Catholic and served as President of the Pontifical Academy of 
Science from 1993 to 2010. 

Giovanni Domenico Cassini (June 8, 1625 to Sept 14, 1712) Cassini is considered the greatest 
observational astronomer of the 17th century other than Galileo, with many discoveries to his 
credit. The important Cassini space probe is named after him.  Cassini’s Catholic piety is 
reflected in the fact that while living in Italy he sent a manuscript to Riccioli treating of the 
Immaculate Conception and recommending that it be celebrated as a special feast. 

Benedetto Castelli, O.S.B.  (1578 to April 9, 1643) Castelli was a priest of the Benedictine 
order.  He was a student of Galileo and defended Galileo and Copernicanism throughout 
Galileo’s troubles with Church authorities.   

Augustin-Louis Cauchy (August 21, 1789 to May 23, 1857) Cauchy is regarded as one of the 
greatest and most influential mathematicians in history…. In addition to his work in pure 
mathematics, he worked extensively in mathematical physics, including the theory of light 
waves, elasticity, and mechanics.  Cauchy was a very devout Catholic and a member of the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul. It was partly through his influence that the famous mathematician 
Charles Hermite returned to the Catholic faith. 

Bonaventura Cavalieri (1598 to Nov 30, 1647) Cavalieri was a priest of the Jesuate order (not 
to be confused with the Jesuits). He is a significant figure in the history of 
mathematics…..Galileo wrote, “few, if any, have delved as far and as deep into the science of 
geometry as Cavalieri.” 

Christopher Clavius, S.J.  (March 25, 1538 to Feb 6, 1612) Clavius was German Jesuit priest, 
astronomer and mathematician.  The Jesuit order was founded in 1540 and quickly became 
involved in scientific research…..  The tradition of Jesuit astronomy and mathematics, which 
began with Clavius and continues to this day, includes such notable figures as Scheiner, 
Grimaldi, Riccioli, Saccheri, Bošcović, and Secchi.  

Clyde Cowan  (Dec 6, 1919 to May 24, 1974) Clyde Cowan and Frederick Reines 
experimentally discovered neutrinos in 1956. The 1995 Nobel Prize in physics was awarded for 
this discovery to Reines, as Cowan had died in 1974 and Nobel Prizes are not awarded 
posthumously….. Clyde Cowan was a devout Catholic. His faith gave him strength and 
consolation in the face of family tragedies, including the death in infancy of several children. He 
was an active member of Catholic organizations, including the Knights of Columbus.  

 

 

 



Nicholas of Cusa   (1401 to August 11, 1464)  Nicholas of Cusa (or Nicolaus Cusanus) was a 
German Cardinal who died nine years before Copernicus was born…… Historians of science 
rightly admire the boldness of Copernicus and Galileo in suggesting that the earth was in motion 
and that the sun rather than the earth was at the center of the universe, and rightly disapprove of 
those who rashly condemned these ideas.  Yet it is not often realized that even before 
Copernicus, Cardinal Nicholas of Cusa had proposed even bolder and more modern ideas. 

Fényi Gyula, S.J. (or Julius Fényi) (January 8, 1845 to Dec 21, 1927)  Fényi was a Hungarian 
Jesuit priest and astronomer, known for his studies of solar prominences, which are arched 
clouds of ionized gas extending from the Sun’s surface.  

Pierre de Fermat (1601 to January 12, 1665) Though a lawyer by profession, Fermat is one of 
the great figures in the history of mathematics. He did pioneering work in analytic geometry, 
independently of and earlier than Descartes, and contributed to the early development of 
calculus…. Fermat and his family were devoutly Catholic. Two of his daughters entered 
religious life and one of his sons became archdeacon of Fimarens. 

Armand Hyppolite Louis Fizeau (Sept 23, 1819  to Sept 18, 1896) Fizeau was a French 
physicist, most famous for his measurement of the speed of light and for the “Fizeau experiment” 
which had important implications for theories of light and special relativity…..   Fizeau’s friend, 
the physicist Alfred Cornu, wrote that Fizeau was openly and all his life a “convinced and 
practicing” Catholic.  
Augustin-Jean Fresnel  (May 10, 1788 to July 14, 1827)  Fresnel was a French physicist and 
engineer who put the wave theory of light on a firm mathematical foundation, thereby explaining 
many hitherto puzzling phenomena and successfully predicting others. Fresnel saw the study of 
nature as part of the study of the power and goodness of God.  

Dorothy Garrod (May 5, 1892 to Dec 18, 1968) was a pioneer of early prehistoric 
archaeology….Her excavations were the first to use aerial photography. Garrod was born in 
England and raised as an Anglican, but converted to the Catholic faith in 1913. 

Pierre Gassendi (January 22, 1592 to Oct 24, 1655) Gassendi was a Catholic priest and one of a 
circle of French scientist-philosophers (that included Mersenne, Descartes, and Pascal) who were 
important figures in the Scientific Revolution.  

Francesco Maria Grimaldi, S.J. (April 2, 1618 to Dec 28, 1663) Grimaldi, a Jesuit priest, 
physicist, and astronomer, made one of the most significant discoveries in the history of physics, 
namely the phenomenon of diffraction of light, which shows that light does not travel in straight 
lines.  

René-Just Haüy (February 28, 1743 – June 3, 1822) Haüy was a French priest and mineralogist, 
sometimes referred to as the “father of modern crystallography.” ……During the French 
Revolution, Haüy refused, as a faithful priest, to take an oath accepting the Civil Constitution of 
the Clergy, a law by which the revolutionary government took control of the Catholic 
Church.  For this he was thrown into jail, but managed to survive the September Massacres, in 
which many Catholic clergy were put to death.   



Charles Hermite  (Dec 24, 1822 to Jan 14, 1901)  Hermite was a French mathematician who 
made important contributions to several branches of mathematics, including number theory, 
elliptic functions, and orthogonal polynomials…. In the words of the well-known mathematician 
Émile Borel, “Hermite was deeply attached to the Catholic faith; it was the stay and center of his 
life.”   

Karl F. Herzfeld  (February 24, 1892 to June 3, 1978)  Karl Herzfeld was an Austrian-American 
physicist who worked primarily in statistical physics, the theory of gases and liquids, ultrasonics, 
and molecular physics….. During World War II, Herzberg did weapons research for the U.S. 
Navy, but he declined to become involved in the effort to make the atomic bomb, as he thought 
such a weapon would not discriminate between civilians and combatants and was therefore not 
consistent with traditional Catholic moral teaching. 

Victor F. Hess (June 24, 1883 to Dec 17, 1964) Hess was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics in 
1936 for discovering cosmic rays…….He was a devout Catholic, and in 1946 wrote an article, 
“My Faith”, in which he discussed the relation of science and religion and explained why he 
believed in God. 

Stephanie L. Kwolek (July 31, 1923 to June 18, 2014) Kwolek was an American chemist who 
invented Kevlar, a lightweight, heat-resistant, and extremely strong material most famous for its 
use in bullet-proof vests…… Stephanie Kwolek was a lifelong practicing Catholic.  

René-Théophile-Hyacinthe Laennec (February 17, 1781 to Aug 13, 1826) Laennec was a 
French physician most famous for inventing the stethoscope in 1816…. Laennec was deeply 
devout. Sir John Forbes, who translated Laennec’s treatise into English, wrote of him that 
“Laennec was a man of the greatest probity, habitually observant of his religious and social 
duties. He was a sincere Christian, and a good Catholic, adhering to his religion and his church 
through good report and bad report.” 

Xavier Le Pichon (born June 18, 1937) Le Pichon is a French geophysicist whose 
comprehensive model of the motion of the plates of the earth’s crust provided decisive 
confirmation of the theory of plate tectonics and continental drift. …… Le Pichon is a devout 
lifelong Catholic. Since 2003, he has lived in an intentional community he and his family helped 
found to provide retreat for families caring for a loved one with mental illness. Before that, for 
nearly three decades, he and his wife raised their six children at the original French L'Arche 
community, centered around people with mental disabilities.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Urbain Jean Joseph Le Verrier (March 11, 1811 to Sept 23, 1877) Le Verrier was a French 
astronomer whose theoretical prediction of the existence and position of the planet Neptune led 
to its discovery…. In the words of the Catholic Encyclopedia, 

“Le Verrier was a zealous adherent and true son of the Catholic Church; even as deputy 
of the [French] Assembly he openly acknowledged and defended his Catholic faith before 
all the world. …  When dying he said in the words of the aged Simeon: "Nunc dimittis 
servum tuum, Domine, in pace" [Now let your servant depart in peace, O Lord]. … 
When, on 5 June, 1876, he presented to the Academy his completed tables for Jupiter, the 
result of thirty-five years of toil, he emphasized particularly the fact that only the thought 
of the great Creator of the universe had kept him from flagging, and had maintained his 
enthusiasm for his task.” 

James B. Macelwane, S.J.  (Sept 28, 1883 to Feb 15, 1956) The Jesuit order played an 
important role in the development of the science of seismology, especially in its early years. It 
did this through the establishment of numerous seismic observatories in Jesuit institutions around 
the world. In many countries, especially undeveloped ones, Jesuits were the first to establish 
seismographic stations.  

Marcello Malpighi (March 10, 1628 to Nov 29, 1694) Malpighi was a pioneer in the use of the 
microscope for scientific research and made many important discoveries in anatomy, histology, 
physiology, and embryology…. Malpighi was invited to Rome by Pope Innocent XII to become 
the papal physician (a high honor) and professor at the papal medical school.   

Marin Mersenne (Sept 8, 1588 to Sept 1, 1648) Mersenne, a French priest of the Minimite 
order, has been called “the center of the world of science and mathematics during the first half of 
the 1600s” (by the historian Peter L. Bernstein) and one of the “architects of the European 
scientific community” (by the Dictionary of Scientific Biography).   

Nicole Oresme (aka Nicolas Oresme) (ca. 1320 to July 11, 1382) Oresme was bishop of the City 
of Lisieux in France and a scientist of remarkable brilliance and originality. He was also 
remarkably broad in his interests and accomplishments. He made contributions to musicology, 
psychology, physics, and mathematics, and is considered the greatest economist of the Middle 
Ages. 

Giuseppe Piazzi  (July 16, 1746 to July 22, 1826)  Piazzi was an astronomer and a priest of the 
Theatine order. He is most famous for discovering the first asteroid, which he named Ceres, on 
January 1, 1801.  

Giovanni Battista Riccioli, S.J. (April 17, 1598 to June 25, 1671) Riccioli was a Jesuit priest, 
astronomer, and physicist. In 1651, he published a massive treatise on astronomy (the 
Almagestum Novum), which became a standard reference work for astronomers throughout 
Europe for many decades.  With his fellow Jesuit, Grimaldi, he made the first map of the moon’s 
surface, establishing the names still used for its main features.  



Christoph Scheiner, S.J.   (July 25, 1573 to June 18, 1650)  Scheiner was a German Jesuit 
priest and astronomer most famous for his studies of sunspots   

Theodor Schwann  (Dec 7, 1810 to Jan 11, 1882) Schwann was a German physiologist who 
made several major contributions to modern biology, the most famous of which is discovering 
that animals (like plants) are made up of cells. Schwann was a strongly committed Catholic. He 
wrote, “I have always preferred to find the source of that purposiveness, of which the whole 
course of nature gives conclusive evidence, not in the thing created but in the Creator.” 
 
Angelo Secchi, S.J. (June 28, 1818 to Feb 28, 1878) Secchi continued the great tradition of 
Jesuit science into the nineteenth century and is considered one of the founders of modern 
astrophysics.  Since antiquity, astronomy concerned itself with the positions and motions of 
celestial bodies. Astrophysics goes beyond that to questions of what these bodies are made of, 
how they produce their light, how they form and evolve, and so on…..Perhaps nothing so 
dramatizes the positive relation of faith and science as the fact that Secchi did much of his 
groundbreaking research using a telescope that he had built on the roof of the Church of 
Sant’Ignazio (Saint Ignatius), one of the most beautiful churches in the city of Rome, right above 
the sacred space where he and his fellow Jesuits daily celebrated Mass. 

Ignaz Philipp Semmelweis  (July 1, 1818 to August 13, 1865)   Semmelweis , the “savior of 
mothers,” was a physician who discovered that antiseptic procedures in maternity wards could 
greatly reduce incidence of mortality among mothers.  

Sir Hugh Stott Taylor (February 6, 1890 to April 17, 1974) Taylor was an English chemist who 
made important contributions in several fields, including catalytic reactions and the structure of 
proteins.  Taylor was a devout Catholic, who helped to establish the Catholic chaplaincy at 
Princeton University in 1928 and spoke publicly about the harmony between science and faith.  

Evangelista Torricelli (Oct 15, 1608 to Oct 25, 1647) Torricelli was an Italian mathematician 
and physicist best known for inventing the barometer….. Mercury barometers remained the 
primary method of measuring atmospheric pressure for over three centuries. Torricelli was also 
the first to give the correct explanation of wind, saying that it was caused by air at different 
places on earth having different temperatures and therefore different pressures. A unit of 
pressure, the “torr,” is named after him.  

__________________________________________________________________________   

Priests, Religious and Bishops who were also scientists (a brief list from the links below) 

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/astagnaro/a-list-of-244-priest-scientists-from-acosta-to-zupi 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Catholic_clergy_scientists 

Fr. Roger Bacon (c. 1214–1294) – Franciscan friar who made significant contributions to 
mathematics and optics and has been described as the Father of Modern Scientific Method 

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/astagnaro/a-list-of-244-priest-scientists-from-acosta-to-zupi
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/astagnaro/a-list-of-244-priest-scientists-from-acosta-to-zupi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Catholic_clergy_scientists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Catholic_clergy_scientists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roger_Bacon


Br. Guy Consolmagno (1952–) – Jesuit astronomer and planetary scientist 

Fr. Alberto Dou (1915–2009) – Spanish Jesuit priest who was one of the foremost 
mathematicians of his country. 

Fr. Robert Grosseteste (c. 1175 – 1253) – Bishop who was one of the most knowledgeable men 
of the Middle Ages; has been called "the first man ever to write down a complete set of steps for 
performing a scientific experiment" 

Fr. Stanley Jaki (1924–2009) – Benedictine priest and prolific writer who wrote on the 
relationship between science and theology. 

Cardinal Nicholas of Cusa (1401–1464) – Cardinal, philosopher, jurist, mathematician, 
astronomer and one of the great geniuses and polymaths of the 15th century 

Fr. William of Ockham (c. 1288 – c. 1348) – Franciscan Scholastic who wrote significant works 
on logic, physics and theology; known for Occam's razor-principle 

Bishop Nicole Oresme (c. 1323–1382) – one of the most famous and influential philosophers of 
the later Middle Ages; economist, mathematician, physicist, astronomer, philosopher, theologian 
and Bishop of Lisieux; one of the most original thinkers of the 14th century. 

Fr. Tadeusz Pacholczyk (1965–) – priest, neuroscientist and writer 

Fr. Jean Picard (1620–1682) – priest and first person to measure the size of the Earth to a 
reasonable degree of accuracy. 

Fr. Andrew Pinsent (1966–) – priest whose current research includes the application of insights 
from autism and social cognition to 'second-person' accounts of moral perception and character 
formation. 

Some more Catholic lay people who were also scientists. (a brief list from the link below.) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_lay_Catholic_scientists 

Georgius Agricola (1494–1555) – father of mineralogy 

Stephen M. Barr (1953–present) – professor in the Department of Physics and Astronomy at 
the University of Delaware and a member of its Bartol Research Institute 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guy_Consolmagno
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alberto_Dou&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Grosseteste
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Picard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Pinsent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_lay_Catholic_scientists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_lay_Catholic_scientists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgius_Agricola
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Claude Bernard (1813–1878) – physiologist who helped to apply scientific methodology to 
medicine 

Giovanni Alfonso Borelli (1608–1679) – often referred to as the father of modern biomechanics 

Louis Braille (1809–1852) – inventor of the Braille reading and writing system for the blind 

Alexis Carrel (1873–1944) – awarded the Nobel Prize in Medicine for pioneering vascular 
suturing techniques 

Carl Ferdinand Cori (1896–1984) – shared the 1947 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine with 
his wife for their discovery of the Cori cycle 

Gerty Cori (1896–1957) – biochemist who was the first American woman win a Nobel Prize in 
science (1947) 

Gaspard-Gustave Coriolis (1792–1843) – formulated laws regarding rotating systems, which 
later became known as the Corialis effect 

Enrico Fermi (1901–1954) – awarded the Nobel Prize in physics for his work in induced 
radioactivity 

Galileo Galilei (1564–1642) – father of modern science 

Robert Grosseteste (c.1175–1253) – called "the first man to write down a complete set of steps 
for performing a scientific experiment" 

Peter Grünberg (1939– ) – German physicist, Nobel Prize in Physics laureate 

Jean-Baptiste Lamarck (1744–1829) – French naturalist, biologist and academic whose theories 
on evolution preceded those of Darwin 

Pierre André Latreille (1762–1833) – pioneer in entomology 

Antoine Lavoisier (1743–1794) – father of modern chemistry 

Guglielmo Marconi (1874–1937) – father of wireless technology and radio transmission 

Joseph Murray (1919–2012) – Nobel Prize in Medicine laureate 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claude_Bernard
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