
As we enter into this new 
year, we are grateful for 
the outpouring of support 

from so many people across the 
UP and the US for YFS 2021. We significantly surpassed our fundraising 
goal (total raised: $116,221.78)! Many people have responded generously 
in support of our men in formation for the priesthood. 

Some years ago the Diocese of Marquette Vocations Office was given 
a tremendous gift, the permission to use this icon by the iconographer 
himself Br. Claude Lane. 

Br. Claude says this is not a typical subject for traditional iconography, 
which relies more on the Gospels for the depictions of the Lord.

“But an American evangelical artist Warner Sallman made the theme 
popular in the mid-20th century,” Br. Claude says. “I always loved his 
painting of the subject, and when Abbot Joseph Wood (who also loved it; 
he was a convert from Methodism) asked if I had ever seen or done it, I 
jumped at the chance.”

This icon depicts Revelations 3:20, “Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock,” which speaks to the Lord’s desire to enter into every person’s life. 
It is also deeply evocative of the specific call to the priesthood.

YFS has been particularly blessed by God’s call to generosity. Fr. 
Joseph Gouin was ordained to the priesthood in 1965 and 57 years 
later continues to serve as our oldest active pastor. He has renewed his 
challenge gift again this year. If we can raise $100,000 in 2022, he will give 
$25,000 to the Seminarian Endowment. 

We pray during this new year that the Lord will knock on each of our 
hearts calling us to holiness and to serve Him according to our unique 
vocation. We beg the Lord for an outpouring of vocations for our Diocese.
BECOME A MEMBER OF YOOPERS FOR SEMINARIANS 2022 

LEARN MORE: YOOPERSFORSEMINARIANS.ORG

Welcome to YFS 2022! It is 
so exciting to be entering the 
fourth year of this initiative. 
In this issue, we are featuring 
some very important people, 
the parents of some of our 
seminarians. 

Parents play an irreplaceable 
role in forming their children’s 
faith. Their witness can foster 
an openness to God’s call to 
a religious vocation.

Recently, 11 young men from 
our diocese and campus 
ministries had a chance to visit 
Sacred Heart Major Seminary 
in Detroit. The visit included 
prayer, fellowship, and even 
a little Ultimate Frisbee (see 
picture on back). Please pray 
for all those who God may be 
calling to the priesthood.

Thank you so much for 
your support of YFS 2021. 
Please consider joining 
YFS 2022 with your prayers 
and financial support for 
seminarian education and 
vocations promotion.

Please pray in a particular 
way for our seminarians who 
are nearing their ordinations. 
Ordinations are planned for 
May 20 for the diaconate and 
June 3 for the  
priesthood. 
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Behold
I stand at the door and 
knock. If anyone hears 

my voice and opens the 
door, then I will enter 

his house and dine with 
him, and he with me.

Revelation 3:20
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SPRING 2022 | PATH TO THE PRIESTHOOD 

For the Diocese of Marquette 
seminarians, parents have played an 
important role in helping them to 
grow in their faith and to be open 
to a vocation to the priesthood.  
We spoke with several families and 
they shared their thoughts about the 
journey they have taken with their son 
as they continue to discern this calling.

Cathy Flagstadt says her son was always interested 
in church from an early age. “If it wasn't at home, he 
and his friends would play church while I was cleaning 
the church.” As a family they attended Mass and ate 
dinners together.  They were all involved in ministries 
in the church.  Christian and his brothers were Altar 
Servers for years. 

Now as their son prepares for his ordination to 
the priesthood they continue to pray for him and all 
seminarians. “We've supported and encouraged him 
from the beginning when he told us he was applying 
for the seminary; as we would with any profession he 
would choose.”

“What's been most encouraging are the prayers and 
support from so many people especially our parish, 
Holy Family in Flat Rock and the friendships formed 
with the seminarian families.” 

Harold & Cathy Flagstadt
Parents of Dcn. Christian Flagstadt
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Have you considered making a planned gift 
to the Seminarian Endowment? 

dioceseofmarquette.planmygift.org

Steve Yanni says his son’s calling to the priesthood 
became clearer in junior high. “Witnessing Brandon’s 
development over time as he advances in his 
discernment and preparation provides reassurance. As 
Brandon displays more and more confidence and the 
calling becomes clearer and seemingly more natural, it 
gives us comfort.”

“Although we try not to dwell on these issues, the 
challenges faced by the Church over the years and the 
impact they may have on our son as a priest is difficult 
to think about.” But Steve says family, friends and the 
Catholic community do their best to answer questions, 
ask questions and demonstrate their commitment to 
the Church as a married couple and family.

He encourages parents to “pay attention to what 
your son is telling you, both verbally and otherwise, 
and have confidence in the messages being sent. 
Have faith in your son’s ability to discern accurately 
through the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Continue 
all your regular family activities, your son is still just 
one of the gang."

Steve & Heidi Yanni
Parents of Dcn. Brandon Yanni

“We began talking to Matthew about the 
priesthood during his senior year in high school. 
When helping him to prepare for college, we 
understood how passionate he was about his faith. 
We encouraged him to go to Seminary for his 
education, to attend retreats, to continue praying, 
and to listen to God’s call.”

As a family, they talked about their faith and love 
for Jesus. “As a parent, all we want is for our children 
to be happy with the path they choose in life.” She 
says the support from the Catholic community in 
the UP has been very special and the seminarians 
and their parents have become like family, lifting one 
another up along this journey.

For parents whose son might be considering the 
priesthood, Michelle says to pray with them, listen 
and encourage them. “We understand that becoming 
a priest may sometimes feel like a hard, long 
process, so supporting and praying for your son is so 
important.”

Paul & Michelle Chartier
Parents of Matthew Chartier

Jerry and Angie Mazurek recalls their son Zack 
playing church at age 3, carrying a cross around the 
house and singing songs from Mass, and in fifth grade 
saying he wanted to play in the NBA or be a Catholic 
priest when he grew up.

Now Zack has entered seminary and his parents 
send care packages, visit him and pray for him every 
day that “he has the courage to answer the call that 
God has placed on his heart and to follow that call 
wherever the Lord leads.” They say parents should “be 
open to the possibility that God could be calling your 
son to serve as a Priest.”

As a family, they prayed each night together, attend 
Mass, prayed the Rosary and encouraged seminarian 
retreats and other church activities. “We often invited 
priests to our home for a meal and social time so 
the kids could see how ‘real’ the priests were; many 
becoming part of our adopted family. We wanted to 
build a foundation that priesthood is normal and a 
very, very special calling from God.”

Jerry & Angie Mazurek
Parents of Zack Mazurek
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AS YOU CAN TELL FROM THE GREEN GRASS, this is not the UP in January! On a sunny January 
day in Detroit, some of the men on the seminary visit were able to play Ultimate Frisbee with some of 
our seminarians. 

ARE YOU OR IS SOMEONE YOU KNOW OPEN TO THE PRIESTHOOD?
Contact Fr. Ben Hasse, benjhasse@yahoo.com or (906) 290-2434 
to talk or to learn more about upcoming events.

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
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