
A deep devotion to the Eucharist has been setting Catholics’ hearts 
ablaze for two millennium, but there’s no time like the present! 
Let us foster this Eucharistic revival together - in our country, our 

diocese, and our hearts!
In celebration of the National Eucharistic Revival movement, we asked 

our newly ordained to recall their earliest memories of the Eucharist in 
their lives. We (covertly) reached out to their parents for photographic 
proof of their First Holy Communion's.

As we approach the end of 2022, we have made great progress towards 
our YFS goal of $100,000. Fr. Joe Gouin has continued his challenge gift: 
$25,000 to the Seminarian Endowment if we raise $100,000 by year end. 
Thanks to your generous support, we are now on the home stretch! We have 
raised $61,212 so far this year! 

These dollars fund our Yooper seminarians’ education and 
promote priestly vocations across the UP. The average cost to 
educate a seminarian for our diocese is $40,000 a year. The 
college-level men in formation are responsible for about half 
of the cost of their education. For pre-theology and theology 
level seminarians, the diocese covers 100 percent of their 
educational expenses.

We thank you for your gifts and your prayers to help these 
men continue their discernment and their education. We 
appreciate everyone who has given! Funding our vocations 
program is hard work and we continue to need your help. By 
donating to YFS, you are supporting the formation of these 
men who will become priests in our Diocese. How awesome 
is that?
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Thank you so much for your 
support for UPCSA, which is
our main source of Vocations 
funding.  If you haven't made 
your UPCSA pledge yet, 
please do!  Thank you, too, 
for your generosity towards 
our 2022 YFS Matching 
Challenge!  We've made 
good progress as year-end 
approaches, but we still have 
a ways to go.

We've welcomed Tyler Rivard 
back into formation this fall.  
He discerned out and took a 
couple years off, during which 
time he earned a Masters 
degree in Special Education.  

In this time of national and 
diocesan Eucharistic Revival, 
we need good and holy priests 
to bring us the Eucharist more 
than ever.  We are so blessed 
with our two newest priests, 
Fr. Christian Flagstadt and 
Fr. Brandon Yanni, as well as 
Dcn. Matthew Chartier who 
we hope to see ordained a 
priest in June!  Look inside for 
some of their reflections on 
the Eucharist.

Please prayerfully consider a 
generous gift to YFS 2022, and 
help us continue to educate 
our seminarians 
and to promote 
priestly vocations!
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I remember when I was very young going to Mass with my parents. At 
the Eucharistic Prayer they would clue me in to what was going on, and 
how the priest was using the same words Jesus did at the Last Supper. This 
is the earliest I can remember really noticing what was happening at Mass.

Celebrating Mass as a newly ordained priest is wonderful! One 
thing that surprised me is the way the intention for the Mass plays a 
big role in how I pray during the liturgy. Prior to ordination I hadn’t 

appreciated the particular 
intention of each Mass the way I 
do now.

My experience with Christ 
in Eucharistic Adoration…
This is a challenging question 
to answer briefly. If I had to boil 
it down as much as possible, I 
would probably say necessary. 
Eucharistic Adoration makes a 
substantial difference in my life.

My earliest memory of the Eucharist (in acknowledging that it was 
something very special) would be going over to the Church when I was 
young to serve for Benediction after school. I can remember going to the 
church, which was across the street from my home, knowing that Jesus 
was present, and serving for Benediction after all-day Adoration. 

When I think about my First Communion, I remember feeling special 
and that God was blessing me. I remember a lot of my family coming 
to support me, and now know that God was showing His love for me 
through them. 

As a new priest, it's a very humbling 
experience to offer Mass. I'm still often 
in amazement as I see the congregation 
looking at me, that Jesus allows me to 
stand in His presence. It's a humbling and 
beautiful experience. 

My experience with Christ in 
Eucharistic Adoration is often the place 
where my heart is most calm. The Lord 
often reassures me of His promises as I 
look at God, and God looks at me. 
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The Catholic Church across the US and in our diocese is 
engaged in Eucharistic Revival!  

If more and more Catholics are going to go deeper in Eucharistic faith and 
devotion, priestly vocations are a top priority!  It seemed timely, then, to ask our 
most newly ordained about their own experiences encountering Jesus Christ in the 
Eucharist.  Fr. Christian, Fr. Brandon, and Dcn. Matthew have been supported 
during their priestly formation by YFS.  As you learn more about their journeys, 
please consider making a generous gift to YFS today!

My earliest memory of Jesus in the Eucharist was going to Mass at a 
very young age, and I remember during some of the prayers of the Mass 
that I thought God the Father was going to grab my hands and bring me 
to Heaven. This was when I was about five or six. 

My First Communion I remember my family emphasizing the holiness 
of that day, but other than that it seemed to be just like any other time 
going to Mass. 

  My love for Jesus in the Eucharist all started at a Steubenville 
Conference right before my freshman year of high school. At the 
conference they had Eucharistic Adoration and when the priest came in 
with Jesus, I firmly knew from the depths of my heart that Jesus was fully 
present and He loved me with a love I have never experienced before in 
my life. It brought me to tears. 

Being a deacon at Mass now has brought me so much closer to Jesus 
in the Eucharist. I kneel so close to Him. I watch the bread and the wine 
become Him whom I have fallen in love with on my knees in awe next 
to the priest at Mass. It is a blessing that humbles me every time I am the 
deacon at the Mass.

DEACON MATTHEW CHARTIER

FATHER BRANDON YANNI

FATHER CHRISTIAN FLAGSTADT

Top:  Dcn. Matthew elevating the 
chalice during Mass with Bishop 
John.  
Far left:  Dcn. Matthew's love for 
the Eucharist has overflowed in this 
pastel drawing he created in high 
school depicting the monstrance.
Left:  Dcn. Matthew at his First 
Holy Communion.

Above:  Fr. Brandon celebrating  his 
first Mass of Thanksgiving
Left:  Fr. Brandon celebrating at his 
First Communion party.

Bishop John Doerfler invites everyone to attend the Diocesan Eucharistic Congress June 9-10, 
2023 at the Superior Dome as part of the National Eucharistic Revival.  A Eucharistic Congress 
is a large gathering of clergy, religious, and laity to bear witness to the Real Presence of Jesus in 
the Eucharist.  For more information, please visit revival.yoopercatholic.org.

Above:  Fr. Christian celebrating his 
first Mass of Thanksgiving

Right: Fr. Christian at his First Holy 
Communion



WE THANK OUR YFS 
SPONSORS FOR THEIR GIFTS 
TO MAKE THIS NEWSLETTER 

POSSIBLE!

Clockwise from top left:  Dcn. Matthew assists at the Candidacy Mass with Bishop John Doerfler;  
Fr. Ben joins the seminarians and discerners on a hike to the highest point in Michigan - Mt. Arvon; 
Bishop John presides at the Candidacy Mass at St. John's in Ishpeming.


