
MARCH 12, 2023 – THIRD WEEK OF LENT 
 
IF TODAY YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, HARDEN NOT YOUR HEARTS 
 

The refrain of today’s Responsorial Psalm is one that occurs frequently in the 
Church’s liturgy during Lent.  In fact Psalm 95, from which today’s Responsorial 
Psalm is taken, is recited almost daily at the very beginning of the Divine Office, 
also known as the Liturgy of the Hours.  What a good way to start the day, being 
reminded to be open to God’s will!  That same attitude is reflected in the Lord’s 
Prayer: “Thy will be done.” 

Today’s Gospel is the first of three long passages from John’s Gospel, 
placed on these three Sundays for the instruction of the catechumens preparing 
for baptism at Easter.  Each contains a symbol which is part of the baptismal rite.  
This week it’s water; next week it’s light; the week after that it’s new life. 

Water appears in both the First Reading and Gospel as a source of life.  In 
the Gospel Jesus speaks of water he will give which “will become…a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life.” This is a reference to sanctifying grace, first 
received through the waters of baptism, though which one is “born from above.” 
(Cf. John 3:3, 5)  In today’s First Reading Moses brings forth water from a rock.  
This water brings refreshment and sustains life.  Saint Paul alludes to this, along 
with the exodus through the Red Sea, as a foreshadowing of baptism in his First 
Letter to the Corinthians (10:1-4): “Our ancestors…all passed through the sea, 
and all of them were baptized into Moses…in the sea…And all drank the same 
spiritual drink, for they drank from a spiritual rock that followed them, and the 
rock was the Christ.” This allusion finds its fulfillment in the water that flowed from 
the side of Christ as he hung upon the cross. (Cf. John 19:34)  So the water 
Jesus promises the woman at the well is his very life, poured out for the 
redemption of the world.  Finally, in today’s Second Reading, Saint Paul 
translates this into an outpouring of love, “because the love of God has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 

The sacrament of penance is available at St. Charles on Mondays at 5:00 
PM and Saturdays at 3:00 PM, and at St. Peter on Saturdays at 6:00 PM.  There 
will be additional opportunities for confession as Easter approaches.  The priests 
of Chippewa Falls will gather for a penance service at Saint Charles Church at 
6:30 PM on Thursday, March 30.  This will be the only communal penance 
service offered in the city this Lent.  Do not put it off until tomorrow; tomorrow 
may be too late. 

Remember that the Fridays of Lent, the day of our Lord’s passion and death, 
are days of penance, characterized by abstinence from eating meat at least by 
those who are 14 and older.  I encourage families to come to the Stations of the 
Cross at 5:30 on Friday evenings at St. Charles. “The Way of the Cross” or “The 
Stations of the Cross” is a centuries-old devotion that gives to us who cannot 
make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land the opportunity to walk with Christ along the 
Via Dolorosa (“Sorrowful Street”).  Guided by passages from the scriptures and 
prayers from the liturgy, we are able to meditate upon our Lord’s suffering for the 
sake of our redemption.  Nowadays there are few families who come.  This is 
really sad, since families miss out on this opportunity to pray together, and 
children lose this opportunity to learn the story of our Lord’s passion and its 
meaning for us.  So make it a point to come to the Stations on the Fridays which 
remain this Lent. 

May this Lenten season be one of grace and blessing for all of us, especially 
those who may have become estranged from the Church and desire 
reconciliation.  Pray for those preparing to receive the sacraments of initiation at 
Easter.  Pray for peace in the Ukraine and for all who are working to assist the 
refugees and victims of the war and earthquakes, and, as always, pray for peace. 

 
May God bless his people with peace. 
Monsignor Gorman 


