
 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES PROGRAM POLICIES 

 Saint Augustine’s Confirmation Program serves to nurture the precious Faith of your child. We 

will strive through our efforts and example to help each child learn and live the Commandments and 

teachings of Christ. Our policies, which help us accomplish this, are as follows: 

1. Courtesy, cooperation, and responsibility are essential elements of religious education. Youth 

attending St. Augustine’s Confirmation Classes are expected to: 

• be respectful and cooperative with teachers, parents, and other students; 

• do assigned class work and homework. 

2. Parents will be notified if their child is disrespectful or disruptive. Dismissal from the program 

will occur with any child repeatedly exhibiting inappropriate behavior. 

3. As the primary educator of your child, your adherence to the following will help ensure the 

spiritual growth of your child and help contribute to our educational efforts: 

• take your child with you to Holy Mass on Sunday and Holy Days of Obligation; (For 
children attending our Church for Sunday Mass and Holy Day of Obligation: they are required to 
sign the Attendance Notebook located in the vestibule of our Church as they leave following 
Sunday Mass). 

• teach your child his/her prayers; 

• bring you child regularly to class; 

• enable you child to stay the full class session; 

• read and discuss you child’s religion text; 

• help your child study, complete assigned work, and prepare for tests; 

• help your child make-up work missed due to absence. 
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4. Who May Receive the Sacrament of Confirmation? 

 A the Age of Formation and Reception for the Sacrament of Confirmation, as determined by the Bishop 

of the Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau, is for those students who are enrolled in the 7th, 8th or High 

Schoolers. The pastor, in consultation with his ministry staff, will discern which grade levels will be prepared 

and Confirmed (7th, 8th, and/or High Schoolers) within their parish, based on their scheduled cycle for the 

celebration of the Sacrament and the dynamics of their parish community. 

 *NOTE: This age policy does not apply to children seven years of age or older at the time of 

their Baptism. In such cases, the Rite of Christian Initiation (nos. 14, 17, 23, 215) and Canon Law 

( Can. 883 §2) dictate that a child should receive the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and First 

Holy Communion concurrently, in accordance with the Rites of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) 

adapted for Children. For more information regarding RCIA adapted for Children, please contact the 

Office of Evangelization, Catechesis, and Youth Formation. 

 “Those who are to receive Confirmation must have already been baptized. Moreover, those faithful 

possessing the use of reason must be in a state of grace, be properly instructed, and be capable of renewing the 

baptismal promises” (Intro: Order of Confirmation, #12). It is the responsibility of the pastor with the 

assistance of the parish Confirmation team to determine if a candidate has been adequately prepared 

and is properly disposed for receiving the Sacrament. 

5. What is the Purpose of the Sacrament of Confirmation? 

 Candidates, sponsors, parents, and the parish community will more fully engage in the 

formation process for Confirmation if they have a better understanding of the purpose of this 

sacrament and its importance in the disciple’s life. 

 In the Apostolic Age of the Church, those not Confirmed had not completed their Baptism 

(Acts 8:14-17). For the Early Church, the sealing of the Holy Spirit was an integral and necessary part 

of Baptism. It remains as an essential part of full initiation into the Church today. Every baptized 

person not yet Confirmed can and should receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. The three 

Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist form a unity. Without Confirmation 

and Eucharist, Baptism is certainly valid and efficacious, but Christian initiation remains incomplete 

(Catechism of the Catholic Church [CCC], 1306– 1308). It is important to impart to the Candidates 

and their parents, that although the 
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 Sacrament of Confirmation completes the Sacraments of Initiation, it does not complete faith 

formation. Through the anointing of the Holy Spirit in the Sacrament of Confirmation, the people of 

God are able to more fully participate in the life of Jesus as they continue the lifelong journey of 

seeking, learning, and growing in the faith. 

 The Catechism tells us that Confirmation brings an increase and deepening of baptismal grace. 

It is often known as the sacrament of strengthening. 

• It roots us more deeply in the divine filiation which makes us cry, “Abba! Father!” 

• It unites us more firmly to Christ 

• It increases the gifts of the Holy Spirit in us. 

• It renders our bond with the Church more perfect. 

• It gives us a special strength of the Holy Spirit to spread and defend the faith by word and 
action as true witnesses of Christ, to confess the name of Christ boldly, and never be 
ashamed of the Cross. (CCC 303) 

• Confirmation is NOT: 

• Something to be earned after fulfilling a checklist of requirements. 

• A rite of passage for adolescents who will now be deemed as “adults in the faith.” 

• A time to learn everything about the Catechism and the teachings of the Church.
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