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We, as Presentation Associates, stand in partnership with the Sisters of the Presentation, who share in the 
charism of their foundress, Nano Nagle. We reach out in faith in a spirit of hospitality, compassion and simplicity 
to all of creation. - Presentation Associate Handbook 

 
A Lively Annual Associate Gathering Convened September 3rd 
Kay Sweeney, as facilitator, called to order a gathering of Presentation Associates 
on Sept 3, 2022 for an all-day meeting to pray together, hear a report from the 
Associate Leadership Team, give the Team direction for the 2022-23 year, decide on 
a cause to focus on for 2023, start the process of the election of new members to 
the Team at the Annual Gathering in September 2023, and recommit to another year 
as Presentation Associates. 
 
After Rosalie Cabrera led us in our St. Francis prayer, Tina Panelli led the opening 
prayer focused on Nano and her example for us as her followers.  Everyone shared 
their response to the prayer. 
 
Kathey Valenzuela facilitated the Associate Team’s report on how the direction from 
September 2021 Gathering had been implemented and what had been accomplished.  
Reports were given by the Committee Chairs.  
 
Revision of the Recommitment Process had been completed by Kay Sweeney and 
Tina Panelli. 
 
Pat Diaz and Nanette Miller reported on the brochure they are creating to invite new 
members.  Further reporting and feedback from the Associates will be scheduled for 
one of the upcoming Coffee Hours. 
 
The report on the Irish trip was given by Chair Yolanda Santillan.  It is scheduled for 
April 24, to May 8, 2023.  More information was in the August Newsletter Update 
and there will be more to follow in the coming months. 
 
The committee to revise the Orientation for Inquirers, Tina Panelli, Rosalie Cabrera, 
Kathey Valenzuela, and Kay Sweeney, reported that they are at present reviewing 
the current orientation and will be meeting in September. 
 
Gerry Fagoaga reported on our BACAR involvement as Christa Hanson, our BACAR 
representative was not able to be present.  Christa is on the BACAR Board and 
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reports to the Associates on events and other ways to be involved through the 
Associate Newsletter. 
 
Gerry also reported that the Associates had adapted a proposal to have the 
Associates focus on a common cause decided yearly at the Annual Gathering.  The 
gathering participants later decided that the cause for 2023 would be the Kateri 
Tekakwitha Fund.  More on that later. 
 
Kathey shared the list of the Days of Reflection that had been scheduled in 2021-22, 
ways we had connected with other Presentation Sisters and Communities during the 
year, and the steps that the Associate Leadership Team had taken to orient itself to 
its new role. 
 
All of these topics have been reported more fully in other newsletters.  The 
sharing at the Gathering was a summary. 
 
The Gathering participants worked in Breakout rooms to develop direction for the 
Associate Team for the September 2022 to October 2023 year.  The Team will use 
the input to develop a plan and seek approval from the Associates at the next Coffee 
Hour. 
 
In the afternoon, Executive Director John Kenyon joined us to give an overview of 
his work and the new organization at 281 Masonic and the Motherhouse. 
 
We ended our day with a recommitment ritual led by Tina Panelli.  Sister Pam 
Chiesa, Associate liaison on the Council, received our recommitment for the 
Community. 
 
Rosalie Cabrera, sent us to lunch and ended the day with a farewell prayer.  One of 
the highlights of the Gathering was having Pat Hageman present from Texas.  One 
of the advantages of Zoom Gatherings. 
 

Spotlight on Ministry: Following Nano 
Reflection from Kay Sweeney 
 
Kateri Tekakwitha Fund 
Kay Sweeney met the Presentation Sisters when she was participating in 
a Maryknoll summer program in Guatemala.  She had gotten a taste of 

ministry to the Spanish speaking on a trip the year before to Malinalco Mexico with 
her parish, St. Bruno’s in San Bruno, CA and was drawn to the culture and people.   
 
While she was there, she met Sister Tonia Orland, PBVM.  Sister Tonia had founded 
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a religious community for Guatemalan Indigenous women and was looking for 
volunteers to help.  When Kay returned to the U.S. when the program was over, she 
felt drawn to return to Guatemala so volunteered to go back as a volunteer with La 
Hermana Misioneras de la Eucaristia, the community Sister Tonia had founded.  
 
Kay was struck by the natural beauty of the country as well as the beauty of the 
fabric woven by the indigenous women.  However, she saw a problem – these women 
and their families were living very limited lives.  
 
Kay learned that many had not attended school and did not speak Spanish, the 
national language.  They longed for an education to learn new things and to earn 
money to provide a better life for themselves and their families.   
 
This led Kay to establish a fund to accompany Guatemalan women as they worked 
to change their lives.  The fund currently supports two programs – the Kateri Intern 
Fund and Mission: Guatemala.  Kay continues as the Managing Director overseeing a 
Guatemalan staff that works directly with the program in Guatemala. 
 
Living in a foreign country can be very lonely.  The North American religious working 
in Guatemala became Kay’s community, especially the Presentation Sisters Kathleen 
Curtin and Joanna Bruno from San Francisco, Marge Healey and Rita Menart from 
Dubuque, and Evelyn Flanagan from Ireland.  Sister Kathleen invited Kay to become 
an Associate and that is how she became a part of the San Francisco Associates. 
 
For a non-profit, fundraising is essential and the place to raise it was the U.S. so in 
2000, Kay changed from living in Guatemala and visiting the U.S to living in the U.S. 
and visiting Guatemala.  At that time, she became more active in the Associate 
Program and got to know the Sisters in San Francisco. 
 
Kay continues her work with the Kateri Fund as Managing Director with the 
Guatemalan staff 
taking on more 
responsibility for 
the actual day to 
day working of 
programs.  With all 
the new technology 
it is easy to be kept 
in touch.  She is 
now looking 
forward to handing 
over the reins of 
the Fund to a new Managing Director.  Finding someone who is interested in the 
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work is the job she and the Board of Directors which includes long-term friend, Sister 
Rita Menart will be the focus of the next two years.  She asks you to keep them in 
your prayers. 

 

One position Filled!  Another Open! 
Do you enjoy the Spotlight on Ministry column?  Would you like this column to 
continue?   
 
Pat Diaz has consented to write this column every other month starting in October. 
We need someone to be responsible for the other months starting in November.  The 
job would be to contact an Associate, interview them about their ministry, and write 
an article for the newsletter.   
 
Can you help?  It is a good chance to get to know the Associates better! 

 
Ministry Photos Wanted 
Pat Diaz and Nanette Miller are looking for some pictures for 
the new Associate Program brochure.  If you have some 
pictures of a ministry in process that you are involved in that 
would be great.  The pictures ideally should show the action of 
the ministry and not groups of people, although one or two of 
those would be nice.  Please send by mid-October.  Just attach 
to an email to Pat Diaz or Nanette Miller. 
 

Quote from Sister Joan Chittister 
 

Join us at the activities below to work on the soul! 

 

Spiritual Reading Circle News  
Yolanda Santillan led the discussion of Saints and Sinners in the Cristero Way at our 

August meeting.   We continued to explore the history of the church in Mexico after 

the revolution.  For our September gathering, we will read The Long Loneliness: 

Autobiography of Dorothy Day with Tina Panelli leading the sharing.  

 

For more information, contact Nanette Miller at nanetteolga00@gmail.com.   

mailto:nanetteolga00@gmail.com
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Annual Retreat Coming Up 

October 1 & 2 

Mercy Center in Burlingame, California 

Christy Brink, Facilitator 

Eco-spirituality: Exploring Our Relationship to God through Creation 

 

BACAR Event 

October 19, 2022 

4:00 p.m. – 5:15 p.m.  

Laudato Si: A Call to Awe and Wonder.  A Native American/Indigenous 

Perspective. Link to register: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register 

 

We end this month’s news with the ending prayer from our 
Annual Gathering shared by Rosalie Cabrera. 

 

“

.”
 

Source: Irish Sayings and Prayers 

 
 
The Associate Team 

Gerry, Kay, Kathey, Rosalie, and Sr. Anita 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register
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