
 

We, as Presentation Associates, stand in partnership with the Sisters of the Presentation, who share 
in the charism of their foundress, Nano Nagle. We reach out in faith in a spirit of hospitality, compassion, 
and simplicity to all of creation. Presentation Associate Handbook. 

Advent Day of Prayer - We wait in Hope and Light 
 

On December 3, Tina Panelli and Sister Anita Torres 
led an Advent Prayer on Zoom.  This was the first activity 
that we opened to all Conference Presentation 
Associates.  We were excited to have two Associates 
from New Foundland join us. We hope for more in the 
future. 

Below is the opening prayer which you might want to add 
to your own prayers during this Advent season. 

We Watch and Wait for You 

Hidden God, wherever You are in your own kind of space, we watch and wait for You to 
startle us to wakeful newness in this Advent season. 

Come and thrust into us the spirit of daring and courage to make flesh on earth a bit of 
the reign of God. 

Come to open the inns of our minds and hearts to the miracles of Your compassion and 
purpose as Jesus demonstrated them. 

Come and make Your own transforming way in the desert of our confusion so we may 
walk with Jesus the hard way of justice, mercy, and peace among the people of the 
earth. 

Come and lift up the valleys of our discouragement and doubt and denial, so we may 
see Your glory revealed once more in us and in all our brothers and sisters, from the 
shepherd least to the magi lofty. 

Come and fulfill through us Mary’s vision of mercy stretching to all generations, of the 
rich emptied and the poor filled, and our lives magnifying Your grace. 
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Come lace our songs, our shopping, our celebrations with Your mystery and strange 
magnificence, and let us sense it in the small, strange stirrings of the earth and of our 
hearts, now and always. 

Amen                                                               (Ted Loder from ‘My Heart in My Mouth’) 

There was a feeling of shared prayer among those present. It was a good start to 
the Advent season. 

Reflections from our Associate Retreat Continued 

Communication with God through His Creation – Rosalie Cabrera 

In a time of isolation and uncertainty, (the pandemic) I was visited by one of God’s most 
radiant and communicative creatures - the hummingbird! These faithful visitors were 
messengers of joy, peace, and consolation from the Creator, and remain so on a daily 
basis.  

In the beginning, it was a morning gathering, as I sat in my 
garden enjoying my cup of coffee.  The birds, four to six of 
them, would buzz around me, insistent that I be attentive to 
their presence.  One morning, an extremely feisty bird whom 
I called “boss” positioned himself directly in front of my face, 
fiercely rotating his wings, demanding my attention.  We 
looked each other eye to eye, and I immediately knew he 
and his companions were the Lord’s deliverers of peace, joy, 
and comfort. 

The day I flew to San Francisco airport for retreat, I was in the process of parking my 
car at Burbank airport and got out of the car to get my ticket, I looked up, and who was 
there? My messenger – the hummingbird - to tell me all would be well.  I don’t believe it 
was a coincidence! 

                                                                                                                       
Spotlight on Ministry    
 
Christa Hanson - Thirty Years a Presentation Associate  
 
At our Annual Associate Retreat in October, Christa’s thirty years as a 
Presentation Associate was celebrated.  Christa has lived her ministry in 

the footsteps of Nano Nagle, the foundress of the Sisters of the Presentation, educating 
young people. Her ministry was first as an Oakford Dominican Sister.  
When she left the congregation, in 1990, she became the principal of St. Mary School in 
Gilroy.  The first teacher she met at the school was Presentation Sister Bobbi Green. 
Sister Bobbi helped her get prepared to open the first year and filled her in on the 
school culture. 



 
Sister Bobbi invited her to become an Associate.  She was missing 
the spirit of prayer, contemplation, service and community sharing, 
she had experienced as a sister and the next year that’s exactly what 
she did.  
 
She has found the prayer, contemplation and community sharing, she 
was looking for.  It was just what I was looking for. Prayer days, 
community gatherings, and meetings, all have nourished her.  She 
hopes to help nourish others as well  
 
She especially enjoyed being on the Associate Committee some 

years ago, acting as secretary to the last chapter meetings, attending community 
meetings and celebrations, and above all serving as Director of the Learning and Loving 
Education Center, a Presentation-sponsored ministry. With the closing of the Learning 
and Loving Center, she is back with her first ministry in Catholic education. 
 
She feels proud and blessed to be a follower of Nano. 
 
Presentation Day Novena  
 
Associates gathered on zoom to share the novena reflections provided by the 
Conference to prepare for our celebration of the Feast of the Presentation.  Tina 
Panelli, May Barisone, Kay Sweeney, Yolanda Santillan, and Gerry Fagoaga each 
led one day of the novena.   
 
As we moved through the days, we were reminded of the many problems that the World 
is facing.  They seemed overwhelming.  One of the ways we felt we could affect the 
World positively was through prayer and being the very best people we each could be.  
We felt that would have a ripple effect.  Flowing out from us! 
 
A quote from Cynthia Bourgeault seems to validate our intuition.  She says: 
“"Human beings are the great transformers of the outer appearance of things, the 
releasers of the virtues into actual energy packets that feed and are fed. And we are 
going to be putting out energies whether we like it or not, the question is whether we put 
out the ones that feed, that help, that nurture, that build up or whether we put out the 
ones that poison, that drive the whole thing lower and lower." 
 
The Annual Associate Calendar is Attached 
 
Update from the Companion Network 
Prayers are still needed for Betty Canton’s sister as she gets back on her feet. 

 Ramona Michaels had to miss the Associate retreat because of back problems.  Keep 
her in your prayers. Her phone number is 408 216 0134. Address: 1675 Scott Blvd. #301, 
Santa Clara CA 95050. 

CHRISTA HANSON 



Pray in appreciation for our invaluable helper, Susana Yu, who is at home sick. 

Send good thoughts to Julie Merrill in as she moves into her new home.  She is excited 
to be moving to across the street from St. Columba Church in Oakland but dealing with 
the move is a hassle. 

Prayers of appreciation for Rochelle Ramirez for her ministry as caregiver to her 
husband. 

Many kind thoughts to all those Associates who step up to make all we do as Associates 
possible.  They are many! 

Closing Prayer:  Spiritual Reading Circle  

The Spiritual Reading Circle wrote its own Thanksgiving prayer in the Native 
American style we learned from reading “Braiding Sweetgrass” by Robin Ward 
Kimmerer.  In closing we share it below! 

Today we have gathered and when we look upon the faces around us, we see that the 
cycles of life continue. We have been given the duty to live in balance and harmony with 
each other and all living things. So now let us bring our minds together as one as we 
give greetings and thanks to each other as People. Now our minds are one. 

PD: 

We gather on this day to give thanks to Nature and the wisdom she has taught us. The 
natural cycle of the seasons and how each one shows us when to plant, how to 
patiently wait as the seeds grows, and when to harvest and enjoy the blessed fruits the 
earth has bestowed. In caring for the land, similarities can be found in caring for each 
other. We must nurture and support one another, through trials and tribulations, and 
again we must be patient. In doing so, we become better individuals and build a 
stronger community, and thus a better world in harmony with all. Now our minds are 
one. 

YS1: 

Lord, grant us the Wisdom and courage to make the right decisions for the Life of 
Mother Earth. For present and future generations, strengthen our environmentalists, 
scientist, politicians, and governments who have the power to conserve resources on 
Mother Earth. Allow the people to care for, appreciate, and love the gift you have given 
us. We are thankful for all living organisms on Mother Earth, who provide humanity with 
so many gifts. Now our minds are one. 

YS2: 

Now we turn our attention to the matter of Ice. Ice, the element of nature that parts of 
our world rely on for survival, we are thankful. Our brothers and sisters who live in the 
artic, north and south poles, rely on ice to provide them with a source of food and 
access to natural resources. For animals and fish who live in icy waters and cannot 
survive in warm climates ice is their home and must be respected. May people become 



more informed of their surroundings, and the truth of global warming and provide all with 
conservation of resources, including the element of ice. Now our minds are one. 

NLM: 

We give you thanks for our Climate and acknowledge our responsibility to keep this gift 
safe and nourishing for all, plants, water, animals and our peoples. We acknowledge all 
the beauty and wonder they provide us. We know what we must do and please Creator 
give us the strength. Now our minds are one. 

KS: 

We give thanks to God, Our Creator, who created us all with different gifts and talents. 
He made us all a piece only of the whole, making it necessary for us to live in right 
relationship to each other and all his creation in order to build His Kindom – none of us 
able to fulfill its promise alone. And now we are all one. 

OSB: 

It is important that we give thanks to the Medicine Herbs of the world. They have always 
provided healing to us and now in this time of man-made virus as well as climate 
activated viruses we need their assistance in keeping the animals including us healthy. 
We all in one mind send them thanksgiving and love. Now our minds are one. 

KV 

I thank God for blessing the plant life, food plants, medicine, herbs, and trees with 
Falling Leaves from the sky above. I genuinely treasure sharing a meal with my dear 
family and friends on “Thanksgiving Day.” Perhaps the most powerful way to express 
my gratitude is by serving others as well as I can and addressing their needs before my 
own. Now our minds are one. 

MB: 

We are grateful to the Wind and its ability to move, change and transform. We watch it 
carry seeds across the Earth and birds across the sky. We hear its softness in the trees 
and its fury in a hurricane. Let us always show respect and be grateful for the power of 
the wind. Now our minds are one. 

We have now arrived at the place where we end our words. Of all the things we have 
named, it was not our intention to leave anything out. If something was forgotten, we 
leave it to each individual to send such greetings and thanks in their own way. Now our 
minds are one. 

 

Associate Team: Kay, Sr. Anita, Rosalie, Gerry, and Kathey 


