
WHAT IS FAIR SHARE TUITION?

We believe the benefits of Trinity Catholic School should be accessible to all families regardless of
their financial circumstance. We recognize that middle-income families’ economic needs are often
underestimated. One of our most cherished values is community. We establish trust, cooperation,
and accountability within an atmosphere of belonging where we all invest in the success and well
being of each other. In order to live fully into this value, we offer the FAIR SHARE tuition program so
that no matter what your income level, you can afford the extraordinary benefits of a Catholic
education.

With the FAIR SHARE tuition program, Trinity offers a wide range of tuition rates. Among our
families are those who can afford tuition at the top of the index and whose philanthropic generosity
provides a vital component of annual operating expenses. There are also families who manage to
pay tuition at the highest level only by making substantial sacrifices, those who are able to afford
only minimal tuition, and those across the spectrum in between. Income is only one of the factors
that goes into determining FAIR SHARE tuition. Each student’s FAIR SHARE is determined on a case
by-case basis because every family is unique. What is a FAIR SHARE for one household, is not the
same share for another household within our community.

While annual tuition at Trinity Catholic School is below the national average and the average for
Washington parochial school tuition, we recognize the sacrifice that families make to provide a
Catholic education for their child(ren). Our pledge to families is to keep costs as low as possible,
make fiscally responsible budgetary decisions while staying true to our mission, and to prayerfully
consider all factors when discussing FAIR SHARE tuition.

The following factors are used to determine a family's FAIR SHARE:

● ANNUAL INCOME: Annual income means pre-tax earnings from wages and business
investments. The formula that determines a family’s ability to pay considers different
expenses than the IRS uses to calculate taxable income. Therefore, all tax schedules must be
submitted. If parents/ guardians reside in separate households, the income and expenses of
both households are considered in the calculation.

● ASSETS: If a family has major assets, savings, or investments, the formula computes an
income supplement that is added to the gross income.

● EXPENSES, FAMILY SIZE, UNUSUAL EXPENSES: The formula for determining the parent
contribution for educational expenses takes into account certain “unusual expenses” such as
care of an aging grandparent, parent educational loan payments, unplanned medical



expenses, etc. The formula expects a family to allocate only a portion of discretionary
income to tuition payments.

TUITION ASSISTANCE is considered to be funding from parish subsidies, fundraisers, Nazareth
Guild, private donors, etc. and is designed to bridge the gap between the school's cost to educate
and a family's ability to pay tuition. As part of their commitment to FAIR SHARE, each family
commits to participating in all school fundraisers, regardless of their tuition pledge.

We respectfully request that families provide valid documentation of income, expenses, and family
circumstances prior to a FAIR SHARE conference. Families are asked to prayerfully reflect on items
in their annual budget that could be sacrificed in order to fulfill their obligation to educational
expenses. These sacrifices include things such as dining out, car payments, vacations, daily
indulgences like coffee or fast food, and so forth. FAIR SHARE is designed to be a fair compromise
between a family’s household budget and the school's operating budget. Trinity Catholic School
assumes a number of sacrifices to limit operating costs. The school’s sacrifices include lower
teacher salaries than our public school counterparts, assuming additional duties to limit staffing
needs, sharing costs with other parochial schools, etc.

In an effort to limit operating costs, Trinity Catholic School also utilizes a parent volunteer program
as part of FAIR SHARE. Each family is expected to fulfill 20 hours of volunteer service annually.
These hours help to complete necessary tasks within our community that would otherwise result in
charges to our budget. Tasks offered include grounds and building maintenance, reminder phone
calls, copying for teachers, lunchroom assistance, etc. The volunteer program is another method the
school utilizes to keep operating costs as low as possible.

We are grateful for the opportunity to educate your child(ren) and look forward to taking this
journey with you. TOGETHER, we can ensure that our children receive a quality, faith-based
education built on core values and academic excellence!!!

If you believe your family could benefit from Trinity’s Fair Share program, please fill out the
application for tuition assistance located under the “FACTS Management” tab on our website.  If you
have questions regarding this process, contact the office for assistance.


