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FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Parish Family,

As we raise our palm branches and echo the cries of “Hosanna!”, we begin the most sacred week
of our Christian calendar—Holy Week. Palm Sunday invites us to enter into the mystery of
Jesus’ final days: His courage, His suffering, and ultimately His triumph.

Palm Sunday begins with joy and excitement. The crowds welcome Jesus into Jerusalem. But
He knows better. He knows that some of these same voices will soon cry, “Crucify Him,” and
still, He walks forward. He perseveres in love, even when surrounded by hatred.

There are moments in our lives when we are tempted to give up when it feels like the odds are
stacked against us, when we’re tired, misunderstood, or even attacked. We’ve all had the
experience of trying to do what’s right only to face resistance, ridicule, or rejection. In the face
of every human weakness, every injustice, every cruelty, Jesus kept going. He stayed the course.
He did not abandon His mission but rather persevered in love, and that fortitude opened the
door to our salvation.

The journey of faith requires perseverance because the temptation to give up is real. Some of
us may feel like we're losing strength, while others may be weary from trying to live a life of
virtue in a world that often rewards selfishness or dishonesty. Perhaps you're facing challenges
in your family, your health, your work, or your spiritual life—and you wonder if it’s all worth it.

Palm Sunday gives us the answer: Yes, it is very much worth it. Christ shows us that love is
stronger than hate, truth is stronger than lies, and life is stronger than death. He walked through
suffering so that we would never have to face our trials alone. He teaches us that perseverance
in the face of evil is not foolish—it is divine.

One of the most powerful parts of Jesus’ journey is that He knew the hearts of those around
Him. He wasn’t naive. He knew that the religious leaders were plotting against Him and that
Judas would betray Him. He predicted Peter’s denial and saw the abandonment of His disciples
coming.

And yet... He washed their feet and shared a meal with them. He prayed for them, forgave them
and did not allow their malice or weakness to make Him bitter. He stayed rooted in love. That
is no small accomplishment. How often are we tempted to become resentful when people
wrong us? But Jesus gives us a different path: the path of courageous love, the path of mercy,
the path of holy perseverance.

In a world where people take advantage of power or relationships, where cruelty can be hidden
behind a smile, and where standing up for goodness may bring criticism, Jesus says: Keep
going. Stay faithful. Love anyway. His example reminds us that we are not here to please the
cheering crowds. We are not here to win political approval. We are here to do the will of God,
and sometimes that means pressing forward even when others try to stop us.

Do not allow this be just another week on the calendar. Let it be a time of reflection, prayer, and
presence. Let the events of this week remind you that God is not distant from your pain. He
enters it. He takes it on Himself. He walks with you. And He asks you to walk with Him—not
just in moments of celebration but also in times of sorrow and uncertainty.

If you are feeling discouraged or weighed down, I want you to hear this: You are not alone. You
are not forgotten. And your suffering is not wasted. Know, deep in your heart, that you are
loved beyond measure and always allow the Cross of Christ be your hope and your victory.

God bless KD
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Even though Easter isn’t for another week, today marks the beginning
of Holy Week, and in many places people have many ways of preparing
for Easter this week. Of course what is most important is to pray and
attend church during holy days, but many people also begin to make
special foods, decorations, or participate in prayerful processions.

In Germany the Easter Bunny is the one who delivers the
eggs, but in France eggs are dropped by the flying bells of
churches as they wing their way “back” from Rome on Easter
morning. The bells in French churches are silenced on Holy
Thursday and are said to “fly” to Rome to be blessed by the
Pope before ringing out the Resurrection on Easter Sunday.

Ihy eggs?

The egg is a symbol of the
Resurrection. Just as Jesus
rose from the tomb, the egg

symbolized new life emerging
from the eggshell.

In Italy, Spain, and the Philippines, Easter celebrations begin with Holy Week. Parades that date
back hundreds of years take place on Palm Sunday and throughout the week as Catholics build
floats covered in flowers, candles, and most importantly, elaborate statues of either Jesus or
the Virgin Mary.
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