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FROM THE PASTOR 
Dear Parish Family,

Easter is not simply a memory of a moment long ago—it is the living heart of our faith,
the promise that love is stronger than hate, that life is stronger than death, and that hope
is stronger than despair. It is time to rejoice in the glory of the Resurrection.

Christian hope is not wishful thinking or naïve positivity. It is a virtue, a steady and solid
anchor planted in the truth of who God is. 

The image of hope as an anchor feels especially important in our times. We live in a
world marked by rapid change, social unrest, economic uncertainty, political division,
and widespread anxiety about the future (if not the present). It can feel like we are being
tossed about on stormy seas, unsure where to turn or what lies ahead. In such moments,
hope does not remove the storm, but keeps us from drifting away or being swallowed by
the waves.

The Resurrection of Jesus is the anchor that holds us because we know that God is not
far from us, even when the headlines are troubling and life seems unclear. The empty
tomb is a sign that suffering is not the end of the story. Christ has gone before us
through every kind of human pain—betrayal, injustice, loss, and death—and He has
emerged victorious. In Him, we find a sure foundation.

Hope also gives us the strength to act. When others give in to cynicism, we continue to
serve. When the world says, “Give up,” we say, “God is not finished.” Christian hope is
not passive. It is alive. It urges us to build, to forgive, to show compassion, to work for
justice, and to love without counting the cost. It teaches us that no life is beyond
redemption, no community beyond healing, no person beyond the reach of God’s
mercy.

This Easter, I encourage you to let hope take deeper root in your life. If you are feeling
weighed down by fear or disappointment, take your burdens to the Risen Christ. Let
Him speak peace into your heart. If you are in a position to lift others up, become a
beacon of hope for those around you. A kind word, a prayer, a simple gesture of
generosity—these are small seeds of Resurrection that can bloom into something
beautiful.

As a people of hope, it is vital for us to 
show the world that Christ is alive—
because we live differently, love more 
boldly, and trust more deeply.

God bless,

Fr. Bryan



OVER THE WEEKEND OF
APRIL 12 AND 13, 637 PEOPLE

ATTENDED MASS WITH
AN AVERAGE DONATION OF $38.57.

MASS INTENTIONS
April 19- April 27

Sunday Scripture

Holy
Saturday
April 19

Easter 
Sunday
April 20
 
Tuesday
April 22

 Wednesday
 April 23

Friday 
April 25
 

Saturday
April 26

Sunday 
April 27

Thursday
April 24

12:30 PM Blessings for the
children of the Black
Mountain National
Orphanage
From Aneta Collins

12:30 PM  Special Intention of 
Dr. Vic Joseph
From  Andrea Selvaraja

10 am People of the Parish   
12:30 pm  AMira Kerbaj  
From  Kerbaj Family

12:30 pm  Vener de la Cruz
From   Virginia Elbarody

5 pm  Birthday Blessings for
Nemy Ong 

10 am People of the Parish 
12:30 PM Rev. Walter
Niedzwiecki
f

8 pm  Easter Vigil
Livingston Family
  

April 27

Acts 5:12-16

Rev. 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19

John 20:19-31

 12:30 pm.   Denise Willson
 From   Peggy Bennett

April 20

Acts 10:34a, 37-43

Col. 2:1-4

John 20:1-9



Easter Symbols
The heart who knows and loves

Jesus sees how all things are gifts
from God and that He takes care

of us. Jesus talked about how God
takes care of even flowers!

Because of that, and because
Easter is always connected to

springtime, flowers are an
important symbol during Easter.

"Behold the lilies of the field," Jesus

said (Mt 6, 28), reminding us that
creation is a mirror that reflects

God the Father's love and care for
us. Thus, we are called to be

thankful for the gift of creation. 

Right now in Jersey City, there are

many different flowers in bloom:
cherry blossoms on the trees, and

daffodils and hyacinths around the
sidewalks of Paulus Hook.

But a special flower is associated

with Easter: the white lily. It
represents purity, hope, and new

beginnings.

Everything about the season of
spring, from flowers to bunnies and
colors, was used to explain Jesus to
people who did not know Him. When
the first Christians shared His story,

they used these items to help
people understand the message of
absolute joy and new life that Jesus

brought to the world through His
Passion, death, and Resurrection. 

As a result, bunnies just got

associated with Easter because
they’re fun and springy -

don’t you agree?

Flowers!

If Jesus is the
lamb of God,

how did we get
an Easter bunny?
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The date of Easter changes
every year because of the
moon: Easter is always the

Sunday after the first full moon
after the first day of spring.

A “blooming”
cross is also
a symbol of
Easter - a
cross with

flowers on it

Why is Easter always on a
different day?

Spr
ime!




