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FROM THE PASTOR 
Dear Parish Family,  

The relationship between our faith and our nation, between being Catholic and being
American, is on full display this week as we celebrate the 4th of July. Jesus sends out seventy-
two disciples in pairs to every town and place He intended to visit. He sends them not with
power or weapons, but with peace, vulnerability, and joy. And I wonder—what would it mean
for us, as Catholic Americans, to be sent in that same spirit into our country and our world?

First, we need to remember the Fourth of July is more than a holiday with fireworks and
cookouts; it is a time to remember our country's founding vision: that all people are created
equal, endowed by God with inalienable rights, including life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. These ideals echo truths we hold as Christians. They reflect the God-given dignity of
every person, made in His image. They speak of a hope for justice, freedom, and peace, values
deeply woven into both our national and religious identities.

At the same time, we know that these ideals have never been fully realized. From the beginning,
there have been contradictions and injustices: slavery, discrimination, inequality, division. And
yet, the story of America is one of striving, often imperfectly, toward a more perfect union.

Jesus sent His followers out into the world, not into safe or perfect places, but into real towns
filled with real people, with all their beauty and brokenness. He says, “The harvest is abundant,
but the laborers are few.”  He is asking us to be witnesses in our churches, in our neighborhoods,
schools, workplaces, and homes. To be Catholic Americans is not to live in two separate worlds.
It is to bring our faith into our daily life, shaping society not by force, but by love. It is to stand
for the dignity of life, to care for the poor and the stranger, to forgive enemies, to speak truth,
and to sow peace.

The deepest source of our joy and identity is not our success, or status, or even our nation, but
rather it is the fact that we belong to God. He has written our names in heaven. That’s what
gives us the courage to love, even when it’s hard. That’s what gives us the peace we offer to
others. That’s what makes us missionaries of hope in a weary world.

At the end of the day, we pray for our nation. Not only for its leaders and laws, but for its soul.
We pray for the poor, for immigrants, for families, for the unborn, for victims of violence, for
those who feel forgotten. We pray for reconciliation where there is division, and for healing
where there are wounds. It also means, like the seventy-two, we are sent. Not to be perfect, but
to be faithful. Not to win arguments, but to bring peace. Not to make everyone like us, but to
witness to a love that is stronger than death. We are sent as American Catholics—grateful for
our nation, grounded in our faith, and committed to the mission of the Gospel.

Love of country and love of God do not have to be in conflict. In fact, one can purify and
strengthen the other. To love America as Catholics is to serve it by living the Gospel. And to
live the Gospel in America is to help it become ever more worthy of its highest ideals.

God bless,

Fr. Bryan



OVER THE WEEKEND OF
JUNE 28  AND 29, 438 PEOPLE

ATTENDED MASS WITH
AN AVERAGE DONATION OF $31.07.

MASS INTENTIONS
July 5 - July 13

Sunday Scripture

Saturday
July 5

Sunday
July 6
 

Tuesday
July 8

 Wednesday
 July 9

Friday 
July 11
 

Saturday
July 12

Sunday 
July 13

Thursday
July 10

12:30 pm  Rev. Constantine
Ferdyn (1st Pastor of OLC)
From   OLC Parishioners

12:30 pm Bobby Ball & 
Hans Schmid
From Nancy Schmid

10 am People of the Parish 
12:30 pm Special Intention of
Dr. Vic Joseph    
From Andrea Selvaraja

12:30 pm Siwik Family
From Donna Simon

5 pm 
From 

10 am Orlo Vargas
From Ana Diaz
12:30 PM. People of the Parish

 

12:30 pm Gloria Martell
From   Ted & Deanne Johnson

July 13

Deut. 30:10-14

Col. 1:15-20 

Luke 10:25-37

Special Intention of
Dr. Vic Joseph
From Andrea Selvaraja

July 6

Is. 66:10-14c

Gal. 6:14-18 

Luke 10:1-12, 17-20






