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FROM THE PASTOR 
Dear Parish Family, 

On this Feast of Our Lady of Częstochowa, we turn to Mary, the Mother of God, whose faithful gaze
in the Black Madonna of Jasna Góra has guided generations of believers through times of trial and
hope. Her scarred face, marked by centuries of struggle, reminds us that faith is not about escaping
hardship, but about finding strength, healing, and direction in the midst of it.

Today’s second reading from the Letter to the Hebrews speaks directly into this feast:

      “Do not disdain the discipline of the Lord or lose heart when reproved by him; for whom the Lord 
       loves, he disciplines...  At the time, all discipline seems a cause not for joy but for pain, yet later 
       it brings the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who are trained by it” (Heb 12:5-7, 11-13).

These words may sound difficult to our ears. Discipline, limits, and correction are not words we
naturally like. And yet, they are the marks of God’s love. Boundaries are not obstacles to joy, but gifts
that keep us safe and help us flourish.

As a mother, Mary understands the gift of boundaries. She raised Jesus in the ordinary rhythms of
Jewish family life. Daily prayer, Sabbath rest, synagogue worship, and obedience to God’s law were
not burdens, but gifts that shaped Him in wisdom and stature.

When life feels difficult, when the Church’s teachings are demanding, when prayer seems dry, we
can be tempted to resent the discipline of faith. But in those very moments, God is treating us as His
children, not abandoning us but shaping us.

The image of Our Lady of Częstochowa herself has been scarred and cut by invading soldiers, yet
those wounds were never painted over or sanded out because they speak of strength through
suffering and love through trial. The scars are boundaries in their own way, as they remind us that
faith does not mean an easy life, but a life that is transformed by God.

Our faith offers us a treasure in the teachings of the Church that have been preserved and passed
down through the centuries. These teachings are challenging as they ask us to live chastely, to forgive
enemies, to honor life in all its stages, to stand with the poor, and to worship faithfully.

In a culture that values unlimited freedom, these boundaries can seem confining. But Our Lady of
Częstochowa reminds us that they are not chains, but guideposts. Just as Poland once rallied around
her image for courage and identity, so we rally around the teaching of the Church for clarity and
direction – not arbitrary rules, but the wisdom of a Mother who knows what leads to life.

The feast of Our Lady of Częstochowa is not just a Polish devotion but a universal witness. She has
become the Mother for all who struggle. Immigrants, the poor, the persecuted, the weary all find
comfort in her scars, reminded that the boundaries of faith do not isolate us, but rather unite us as
one people of God, walking the path together.

So often we hear that freedom means having no limits, no discipline, no boundaries. But Our Lady
of Częstochowa, standing with us today, teaches us a different lesson. True freedom comes from
living within God’s loving boundaries, trusting His discipline, and embracing the teaching of the
Church. Her image shows us that the path is not always easy, but is always worth it. 

On this feast, accept the discipline of the Lord not as a burden but as an act of love, as we walk
together on the path of faith, so that what is weak in us may be healed, and what is wounded in us
may be made whole.   Our Lady of Częstochowa, pray for us.

God bless,

Fr. Bryan



OVER THE WEEKEND OF
AUGUST 16 & 17, 459 PEOPLE

ATTENDED MASS WITH
AN AVERAGE DONATION OF $32.48.

MASS INTENTIONS
August 23 - August 31

Sunday Scripture

Saturday
August 23

Sunday
August 24
 

Tuesday
August 26

 Wednesday
 August 27

Friday 
August 29

Saturday
August 30

Sunday 
August 31

Thursday
August 28

12:30 pm  Karen Schmidt
From    Barbara Rzaski

12:30 pm Good Health for
Sofia Ceballos
From Heaney Family

10 am  People of the Parish
12:30 pm Christopher Englese
From Mom & Dad

12:30 pm  Melanie Zazula
From  Husband Bill Zazula

5 pm. Charles & Mary Czysz
From Laura Czysz; 
Cathy & Allie Savage

10:00 am People of the parish
12:30 pm  Joseph Krynicki
& Joan Vicente
From: Ted & Deanna Johnson

12:30 pm  Special Intention of
Dr. Vic Joseph
From Andrea Selvaraja

5 pm Special Intention of
Dr. Vic Joseph
From Andrea Selvaraja

August 31

Sir. 3:17-18, 20, 28-29 

Heb. 12:18-19, 22-24a

Luke 14:1, 7-14

August 24

Is. 66:18-21

Heb. 12:5-7, 11-13 

Luke 13:22-30





Next Weekend!!


