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FROM THE PASTOR

Fr. BryanGod Bless, 

Dear Parish Family,
Before us is an important moment of transition that is easy to overlook. John the Baptist’s public
ministry is over, he has spoken his final, fiery words as he prepared the way. And now, Jesus steps
forward and picks up exactly where John leaves off. The message is strikingly simple and
unmistakably clear:
“Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand.”

This is not a new slogan or a softened, more palatable message. Jesus does not distance Himself from
John’s call to repentance. He confirms it. The difference is not the message itself, but the One who
now speaks it. John pointed toward the Kingdom. Jesus is the Kingdom drawing near.

And so, as we hear these words again, the question is not whether we have heard them before. The
question is: Are we picking up what He is putting down?

To repent, in the bible, is not merely to feel bad about our sins or to promise to “do better.” The
Greek word metanoia means a change of mind, a reorientation of one’s entire life. It is a turning away
from what diminishes us and turning toward the God who gives life. Repentance is not about shame…
it is about freedom.

Jesus begins His ministry with an invitation, not with condemnation. “The Kingdom of God is at
hand.” In other words: God is closer than you think. His mercy is nearer than your failures. His power
to heal and restore is already breaking into your life, if you are willing to change your mind,
priorities, and hopes, so you can turn toward Him.

The challenge is that we can stand very close to the Kingdom and still refuse to enter. One can hear
the words of Jesus and remain unchanged. Repentance is always urgent because our hearts can
become dull, distracted, and resistant as we grow comfortable with a way of life that is contrary to
Christ.

In a culture that prizes affirmation over transformation and comfort over conversion, the call to
repent is often dismissed, yet Jesus never calls us to repent without also offering us something better.
He calls us away from sin because He knows what sin does to the human heart. He calls us to turn
because He wants us to live.

“Repent.” Are we picking up what He is putting down? Are we willing to examine how we use our
time, our resources, our words, and our influence? Are we open to letting God challenge our
assumptions, heal our wounds, and reorder our priorities?

Ordinary Time is anything but ordinary. It is the season when holiness is forged slowly, faithfully,
and quietly. Repentance in this season is not about dramatic gestures alone. It is about daily choices
of prayer over distraction and love over indifference.

As we continue this journey through Ordinary Time, resist the temptation to let these familiar words
pass us by. Hear them as if for the first time and have the courage to hear the call to repent,
responding with trust to leave behind whatever keeps us from living for the kingdom of God.



MASS INTENTIONS
January 24 - February 1

Sunday Scripture

October 19

Ex. 17:8-13 

2 Tim. 3:14-4:2

Luke 18:1-8 

Sunday Scripture

November 2

Wis 3:1-9

Rom 8:14-23

Luke 7:11-17

October 26

Sir 35:12-14, 16-18

2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18

Luke 18:9-14

OVER THE WEEKEND OF
JANUARY 17 & 18, 508 PEOPLE

 ATTENDED MASS WITH
AN AVERAGE DONATION OF $44.25.

Saturday
Jan 24

Sunday
Jan 25

 

Tuesday
Jan 27

 Wednesday
 Jan 28

Friday 
Jan 30

Saturday
Jan 31

Sunday 
Feb 1

Thursday
Jan 29

12:30 pm. Good Health for
Maria Sese
From Maria Sese

12:30 pm Good Health for
Lydia Sese
From  Maria Sese

10 am        Peace in the World
12:30 pm  People of the Parish 

 

12:30 pm.  Blessings for 
Christine Nguyen
From  Maria Sese

5 pm  Dean Stiller
From Peter & Lucia Schmidt

10:00 am Rev. Peter Sticco
From OLC Parochial Council
12:30 pm Marina Abutal Paunil
From The Salvo Family

12:30 pm Siwik Family
From Donna Simon

5 pm  People of the Parish

Sunday Scripture

January 25

Is 8:23-9:3

1 Cor 1:10-13, 17

Mt 4:12-23

February 1

Zep 2:3, 3:12-13

1 Cor 1:26-31

Mt 5:1-12a






