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FROM THE PASTOR 
Dear Parish Family,

   One of the most remarkable births in all of human history is celebrated this Thursday with the
Nativity of Saint John the Baptist on June 24. Apart from the Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint John the
Baptist is the only saint whose birth is celebrated in the Church’s calendar. This highlights the reality
that John’s life was uniquely intertwined with God’s saving plan. Even before his birth, God had
chosen John to prepare the way for the coming of Jesus Christ.
   John’s parents, Zechariah and Elizabeth, had waited many years for a child (his mother was of
Advanced Maternal Age). They knew the pain of disappointment and the burden of unanswered
prayers. Yet they remained faithful to God. When all seemed impossible, the Lord fulfilled His
promise in a way that surpassed every expectation. The birth of John filled his parents and their
relatives and neighbors with joy, as they saw the mercy of God at work.
   Many among us carry hopes that have not yet been fulfilled. Some pray for healing, reconciliation
within a family, guidance for a child or grandchild, freedom from loneliness, or strength in the face
of illness. Some have prayed for years and wonder whether God has heard their cries. The story of
John’s birth is evidence that God is always at work, even when His plans unfold in ways we do not
immediately understand. His timing is not our timing, but His faithfulness never fails.
   Our lives are not governed by chance or the universe.  The feast of Saint John the Baptist
encourages us to trust in God’s providence. Even in periods of waiting, He is preparing blessings that
may not yet be visible. Just as God was quietly preparing John for his mission long before anyone
could see it, He is also at work in our lives and in the life of our parish community.
   Yet the feast does not simply point us toward hope; it also gives us a mission. John the Baptist is
remembered most acutely as the one who prepared the way for the Lord. His calling was not to
draw attention to himself but to help others encounter Christ. He preached repentance, invited
people to conversion, and pointed beyond himself to the Savior who was coming.
   That mission remains our mission today. Our world is filled with many voices competing for our
attention, causing anxiety, division, loneliness, and uncertainty. Many hunger for meaning and
hope, even if they do not know where to find it. In such a world, every Christian is called, in some
way, to continue the work of John the Baptist by preparing the way for Christ.
   We do this first in our own hearts. Before we can lead others to Jesus, we must allow Him to
deepen His presence within us. The feast of Saint John invites us to ask ourselves some important
questions: Is there anything in my life that prevents me from hearing God’s voice more clearly? Is
there a relationship that needs healing? Is there a habit, resentment, or fear that I need to surrender
to the Lord? Where is Christ calling me to greater faith, hope, and love?
   Then we prepare the way for Christ through our daily witness. A kind word, a patient response, a
willingness to forgive, an act of generosity, or a simple invitation to prayer can become a trail
through which someone encounters the love of God. We do not need to be famous; greatness comes
from faithfully fulfilling the mission God has given us.
   As a parish community, we too are called to prepare the way for the Lord by caring for those in
need, welcoming newcomers, teaching the faith to our children, and proclaiming the Gospel with
joy. Every ministry, every act of service, every prayer offered for another person becomes part of
the Church’s mission to bring Christ into the world.
   This Thursday, I invite each of us to give thanks for the ways God has shown His faithfulness in
our lives, even amid seasons of waiting, while we renew our commitment to preparing the way for
Christ in our homes, our parish, and our community.

Fr. Bryan



MASS INTENTIONS
June 20 - June 28

Sunday Scripture

October 19

Ex. 17:8-13 

2 Tim. 3:14-4:2

Luke 18:1-8 

Sunday Scripture

November 2

Wis 3:1-9

Rom 8:14-23

Luke 7:11-17

October 26

Sir 35:12-14, 16-18

2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18

Luke 18:9-14

OVER THE WEEKEND OF
JUNE 13 & 14, 491 PEOPLE

 ATTENDED MASS WITH
AN AVERAGE DONATION OF $34.06.

Saturday
June 20

Sunday
June 21

 

Tuesday
June 23

Wednesday
 June 24

Friday 
June 26

Saturday
June 27

Sunday 
June 28

Thursday
June 25

12:30 pm. Joseph Panakal
From Sr. Rini Panakal

12:30 pm Janice Eckert

10 am  People of the Parish
12:30 pm  Maria Eugenia
Gonzalez & Emma Luque 
From Isabel Falcon
  

12:30 pm. Sr. Alice Marie D’Onofrio
From  Patricia Mercuri

5 pm  Sophie & Chester Brozowski
From Barbara Przyblinski

10:00 am Eugenio P. Arboleda
From Virginia Elbarody
12:30 pm. Charles Czysz, Henry
Heiser, & Family Dads
From Laura Czysz, Ken Heiser, 
Cathy & Allie Savage

12:30 pm Maria Cruz
From Ana Cruz

5 pm  People of the Parish 

Sunday Scripture

June 28

2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a

Rom 6:3-4, 8-11

Matthew 10:37-42

June 21

Jer 20:10-13 

Rom 5:12-15

Matthew 10:26-33
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