
Happy Summer Gr 7 & 8 Students! For your summer reading assignment you are to choose a book and then create a story map

about it. In this document you will find a list that explains the parts and a blank template that gives you an idea of how to

construct your pyramid or mountain style story map. You should draw it horizontally on a piece of paper sized about 11 by 14. NO

POSTER BOARD. Larger paper is available outside the school office should you need it. Most of you have already created a

story map in class before, so you should know what to do. Some examples of student work are included. .

When you are reading your book, look for information that tells you:

Exposition which includes:

Setting–where and when the story takes place. If climate is important, include that too. (ex Icy mountain, rain forest,

desert, etc)

Main Characters- the characters that most of the action involves. (You don’t need to include lesser involved, or

secondary, characters)

Conflict-Is it Character vs Character, Character vs Self, Character vs Nature, Character vs Society.

Protagonist is the main character around whom the story is woven Antagonist is the opposing character to the protagonist

Rising Action-the 3-6 main events that happen and build up the story/conflict.  When you fill out your map, be sure to

summarize. Don’t retell the whole story.

Turning Point-this is also called the Climax. This is the point when the main character is at the point where they will reach their

goal or not, or when the character will win against his/her “enemy” or not! Things will never be the same for the character after

this point.

Falling Action- This tells how the story winds down –tells who the winner of the conflict is, maybe certain things get revealed to

all the characters.This may have 1-3 entries needed.

Resolution- how the story finally ends up. Usually 1 entry on the map.

Theme -the main or universal idea, lesson, or message explored by the author in the selection. (ex  Family is the most important

thing. Or If you work hard you can achieve your goals. Or Growing up can be difficult. etc)



Sample 1

BOOK TITLE: ________________________________________________ AUTHOR: ______________________________________________



STUDENT:_______________________________

Sample 2


