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We rejoice! We rejoice in the coming of our Savior! This is good news for us as we
come together as a people of faith at this Christmas time, to celebrate the birth of
our Savior. This miraculous birth, this coming of this child into our world to share
our human condition. This Son of God, God, part of all of creation, being the
creator of it all, coming and humbling himself to become part of the creation, in
coming to us as our Savior, in coming to share in our human condition. God
wanting so much for us to know the love of God. A love that God goes to these
great lengths for us, for our salvation to send God's only Son, to be our Savior, our
redeemer coming in this infant child, Jesus, whom we call Christ the Savior of the
world.

And as we come here, and we reflect upon the mystery of this wonderful event of
Christ coming in time, coming to share with us our human condition, to experience
life as we experience life from birth to death, that is coming to help us know of that
great love of our God. That love of God that God put a plan into motion, wanting
us to be restored to our dignity as God's children in faith.

And throughout the Old Testament, we hear again and again and again, story after
story after story of God's people coming to faith, turning from God, sinning against
God, coming to faith, turning from God, sinning against God again and again and
again. And God sending prophet after prophet after prophet to call God's people
back into that right relationship, that right relationship that gives them the
confidence of God's love for them. God wanting us to know we are loved by God.
There is nothing to fear from God, that God is not the great one that keeps an
account of our sins and our heirs, and where we come up short and keeping a little
tick list for waiting for us to do something so that he can punish us. God wanting
us to know that that's not what God wants for us, but for us to know that we are
loved.

And the only way that God can do this for us is to send one like us born in humble
estate, to share in our human condition, to tell us face-to-face of our God's love to
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show us the depth of that love through his willingness to suffer and to die on a
cross so that our sins are forgiven, so that no longer that sin keep us from knowing
God's love, because God has sent God's own Son, Jesus, who comes so that our
sins are forgiven. Taking the sin of the whole world upon himself, and then
showing the power of that love of God in his resurrection. That not only does God
love us so much that God's love forgives us our every sin, but that God's love also
conquers death, restoring us to that eternal life that God wants us to know and
share with God.

And so we come here to celebrate this miraculous birth, this mystery of our God's
love for us. And we're reminded that we're not to be fearful of God. Do not be
afraid. But that we are to place our trust in the love of our God, a love that truly
redeems us. A love that forgives us our every sin. A love that engages us in that
relationship with God that leads us through our life's journey, so that we may enter
into that eternal life that God wants us to know and share with God. And so we
come here rejoicing, rejoicing in the love of our God, joining with the angels in
heaven in proclaiming that love of God.

You know, we hear about this event, the reason for the season, Jesus, the greatest
gift we ever receive. Jesus. This is the truth of our God's love that Jesus comes to
show us that we are truly God's people. That Jesus comes to show us that God is
true to God's promise, God's promise to restore us to our dignity as God's children
in faith. That in doing so, we then are to be that light of Christ present in our world,
that light of Christ that gives that hope, that rejoices in that love of God, that allows
that love of God to bring about peace, peace among persons and all peoples. And
we come here filled with that hope, that joy of knowing the love of our God, that
we too carry Christ with us. That the light of Christ may grow in our lives, that we
may be that means by which others come to know the love of God. A love that
truly forgives. A love that is with us always. A love that conquers sin and death
giving us new life. This is the good news that the angels proclaim on this day as we
celebrate the birth of our Savior. God loving us by sending us God's own Son,
Jesus Christ.
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