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We rejoice. We rejoice in the love of our God, a love that is gift's us with a Savior.
And so we come here a people who rejoice in this love of our God, ever confident
that this love of God shines brightly in our world, in our hearts, and in our lives.
And as we come here, as a people of faith, we come here remembering,
remembering the love of our God. Remembering that that love of God putting into
motion a plan for us, for our salvation, a plan that assures us that God is with us,
that God wants us to know that there is nothing, absolutely nothing that keeps us
from that love of our God, that keeps us from that eternal life that God wants us to
know and to share with him; that this love of God is made manifest through this
wonderful gift of a child born unto us, a Savior, Christ the Lord, Jesus, the Son of
Mary and Joseph.

And as we come here, we give glory to our God, recognizing that it is in this
wonderful gift of God who is the creator of all, the Son of God, participating in that
creation of all the world, humbling himself to come and to share in our humanity;
the creator becoming the created for us, for our benefit, for us to know that our
God is one with us. That God sends God's own Son to show us the depth of our
God's love.

Now, when we look at the Old Testament, we hear the stories of God's people
turning from God again, and again, and again, and again. And God sending prophet
after prophet, after prophet, after prophet to help them, to guide them, to call them
back into that right relationship with God, to trust God. That God is not a God to
be feared, that God isn't a God that's all about just punishing us when we do
something wrong, but that our God is a God of love, who wants us to know that
love of God that restores us as God's children in faith, that restores us to that
dignity that was lost with that first sin in the Garden of Eden. That we are restored
to that awareness of that light of God's presence in our lives that leads us and
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guides us, and directs us through our lives here on earth; that leads us to that
ultimate life eternal with our God in heaven.

And so we come here, and we remember that this plan of God's is God sending
God's own Son to come and be one with us. That in this infant whose birth we
celebrate today, this infant named Jesus, is to be the Savior of the world. That he
will grow up as we grow up. He will become an adult, and he will suffer and he
will die a brutal death for us. He will experience the fullness of our humanity, even
in his dying on a cross. And in that death reminding us, showing us the love of our
God that forgives us our every sin, that gives us that reason to hold our heads high,
to rejoice in this love of our God that redeems us, that saves us. That it is in his
resurrection, showing us the power of God's love that not only forgives sin, but
also conquers death that we are given eternal life.

And so we come here this holy day, this holy day, to celebrate the birth of our
Savior, the fulfillment of God's plan. God's promise to us that God loves us, that
God is with us, that God wants us to share in God's life, that God wants us to share
in God's eternal life. And so we gather and we rejoice. We rejoice for the reason of
the season, Jesus. We rejoice for the greatest gift we ever receive, Jesus. We rejoice
in this wonderful gift of God's own Son who comes to fill us with the love of our
God so that we, too, might breathe that light of Christ present in our world today. A
light that gives hope, a light that rejoices, a light that brings peace.

Our world needs hope, light and peace. We are a part of that in our gathering for
this celebration that when we leave here, we take that light of Christ out into our
world - a light that grows brilliantly brightly through our faithful witness. And we
recognize that it is in this gift, this gift of God's own Son, that we bring the light of
God's love to our world, a love that is with us, that guides us, that directs us, that is
present to us in all that we do for the glory of our God. And so we rejoice with the
angels in heaven who proclaim their Hallelujah. Hallelujah. For we are given a
Savior this day, God's own Son who comes to redeem us, to be born in time, to
show us the way to our God's love, and to our God's eternal home.
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