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“Engagement is about belonging and making a difference.  
It is all about growing in Christ.”  

July 
  4  Office Closed 
11  Bibletimes—First Day  
17 Sages Gathering 
19 Catholic Social Teaching Talk #3 
21 FAC Meeting 
23 Youth Ministry Cookout 
28 PPC Meeting 

 

August 
 3 Catholic Social Teaching Talk #4 
15  Catholic Social Teaching Talk #5 
18  FAC Meeting 
21  Sages Gathering 
30   New Member Dinner 

  

September 
 5 Labor Day—Office Closed 
9-10 Epiphany Booth at Middletown Family Fun Fest  
15 FAC Meeting 
18 Sages Gathering 
22  PPC Meeting 
24-25 Ministry Showcase & Stewardship Lay Witness 
27  Soup Supper 
 

Check the online calendar for more upcoming events! 

DOES YOUR 
FAMILY HAVE 
THE GRACE TO 
SAY GRACE  
BEFORE MEALS 
UNKNOWN AUTHOR 
 

For a long time saying grace was the 
natural ritual to start a meal in a  
Christian home. But this practice is  
slowly being neglected. It may be  
because our meals are no longer  
occasions for relationships and sharing, 
since there are other demands on our time 
and our attention; the ritual prayer is 
sometimes shriveled up into a hasty sign 
of the cross on our forehead.  

Of course, on formal occasions like a 
wedding reception and anniversary  
dinners, grace is said in an elaborate 
manner, usually by a dignitary. Quite 
correctly, the grace includes both the 
blessings on the food and our thanks for 
the gift: a hint that we may be in too much 
of a hurry and not remember to thank God 
after the meal.  
 
I like to believe that Jesus lifted his hands 
in prayer before he multiplied the loaves 
and fishes to feed the five thousand and 
before he changed bread and wine into his 
body and blood at the last supper. His 
prayer was not only for the miracles that 
were to follow, but also for the gift of 
food, both material and spiritual. Come to 
think of it, at every meal we are in the 
presence of a miracle in nature.  

Consider a single loaf of bread. It starts 

with a dried up dead-looking grain which 

slowly dies in the ground only to send up a 

tiny shoot which nutrients to give us a 

wide variety of grains and fruits. If we 

pondered over these miracles of food lying 

on our tables, especially at a wedding 

reception, we would think twice before we 

loaded our plates with precious food. Many 

waste it and discard it into the trash bin, 

let us be aware that there are many 

hungry people around the world who have 

no food to eat and go 

to bed hungry. Let us 

pray to God to 

provide food for all 

so that all say Grace 

before their meal and 

give thanks to God. 

Dear Epiphany Parishioners,  
 
About ten weeks ago, I shared with you that Archbishop 
Fabre had appointed me to serve as Administrator of 
Saint Raphael the Archangel parish, effective June 22nd. 
When I made that announcement, I also said that it was 
not yet time to say goodbye, because few things are worse 
than long, drawn out, never-ending goodbyes! Now 
though, as it always does, time has slipped by so quickly, 
and the time to say goodbye has in fact come.  
 
I’ve been doing quite a bit of reflecting, as one does in 
times like these. The beginning of my priesthood was far 
from typical. My dear father died only a week after my 
ordination, and so I did not experience the excitement 
that many of my brother priests do for so long after their 
ordination. Instead, I struggled quite a bit, trying to find 
joy in the midst of such piercing sorrow. I’ve shared many 
times how profoundly my father’s faith has impacted me. I 
smiled when I saw my final weekend would be both 
Corpus Christi and Father’s Day—as the greatest impact 
my dad had on me was his faith in the Eucharist—and this 
falling on Father’s Day, in a way, feels like he is here with 
me in the midst of this transition in my life, which is very 
comforting. This community was patient with me, and so 
deeply kind to me through this struggle, and I will always 
be grateful.  
 
Just a few months later, of course, the entire world shut 
down with the pandemic. Ministry in a pandemic is 
something we weren’t really trained for in seminary! I  
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never would have thought that I would celebrate Holy  
Week and Easter for the first time as a priest in an empty 
church. Despite these challenges, though, our parish 
thrived. We kept things going, we kept growing in our faith, 
and we even successfully completed a capital campaign to 
give some much-needed attention to our facilities— 
which we see so beautifully in the freshly-renovated  
Community Center!  
 
As I take my leave from Epiphany, I must thank Fr. Randy 
and the parish staff for their goodness to me over these last 
years. They are, to put it quite simply, a phenomenal group 
of people to work alongside. I must also thank you, our 
parishioners, for welcoming me here and allowing me to 
become a part of your lives. I have seen my role here as 
fairly straight-forward: to love you. This does not and has 
not meant, of course, simply affirming all of your choices, 
and has sometimes meant offering a challenge or two. For 
those times when I’ve failed to love you, though, I ask your 
forgiveness. For those times when I have loved you, I thank 
you for allowing me to do so. As I move on from this place, 
the one thing I ask is that you please keep me in your 
prayers—that is the greatest gift I could receive.  
 
If I were to put into words my greatest 
hope for my time here, it would be that 
at least one person in our parish feels as 
if they’ve grown closer to our dear 
Savior, Jesus. After all, in the end, 
that’s all that really matters.  
 
In His Mercy,  
Fr. Tony  

Time for a Change... 



 

Spiritual Gifts 
 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the 
same Spirit; and there are varieties of 

services, but the same Lord; and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same God 

who activates all of them in everyone.  To 
each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 

for the common good. To one is given 
through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, 
and to another the utterance of knowledge 

according to the same Spirit, to another 
faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 

healing by the one Spirit, to another the 
working of miracles, to another prophecy, 

to another the discernment of spirits, to 
another various kinds of tongues, to 

another the interpretation of tongues. All 
these are activated by one and the same 
Spirit, who allots to each one individually 

just as the Spirit chooses. 
 

1 Corinthians 12 4:11 

Pastoral Parish Council 
Members 

 

New parishioners are welcomed to Pastoral Parish 
Council each year as we say goodbye to those who 
have completed their terms. This year several 
selected and appointed members, as well as 
committee standing chairs, are completing their 
terms. We have been blessed to have had these 
individuals representing our community: Bill Carlisle, 
Don Reiss (Stewardship & Evangelization), Rosemary 
Smith (Social Responsibility), Deb Sachs (Worship), 
and Tracy Squyres.  We are fortunate that Jean Ashley 
has agreed to stay on the council as the S & E 
representative and Jay Stuart was selected for a 
second term at Selection Saturday, May 28. As we 
look forward to the 2022-2023 fiscal year, please 
welcome the following new council members who 
were also selected on May 28 or who are new 
chairpersons for standing committees: Allison 
Colson, Betty Deerwester,  Mary Kaye Jacobs (SR), 
and Maureen Kelly (Worship).  
 

What can you expect from your PPC? 
 Monthly PPC Meeting  Attendance 
 Long Range Plan “shepherds” 
 Community Feedback Participants  
 Weekly Mass  Attendance 
 Parish Event Attendance 
 Confidentiality 
 Ad Hoc Committee Participation 
 

Those on the PPC exhibit a willingness to study, 
reflect, and pray on issues involving the community. 
With collaboration, they discern and recommend 
solutions. Our members are educated and 
encouraged to ask for more information so they feel 
empowered to represent Epiphany while also sharing 
their insights. Our members are respectful, open, and 
tolerant of insights, beliefs, and opinions of all other 
PPC members and the community.  
 

You can find PPC representatives after Mass and at 
events wearing a white name badge.  

Identifying Potential  
Church Leadership 

Patricia Lotich, Smart Church Management 
 

1. Are they committed to the mission of 

the parish? 

2. Do they demonstrate godly character in 

every area of their lives? 

3. Do they communicate effectively? 

4. Do they have a teachable heart? 

5. Are they flexible? 

6. Are they team-oriented? 

7. Do they lead by example? 

8. Are they accountable? 

9. Do they have influence within the 

membership? 

THE SERVICE OF PRAYER 
BY BRENTON WOLFORD 

 
St. Therese of Lisieux said that she wanted to spend her heaven doing good on earth. In the Church’s social mission 
we often discuss trying to establish the Kingdom of God on earth as it is in Heaven, but to spend our heaven doing 
good on earth? What could she have meant by this? And what does it have to do with our social mission? 
 
To begin with, it means prayer! St. Therese wants to spend her time in Heaven listening to the hopes, sorrows, and 

pleas of humanity and she desperately wants to bring them directly to Jesus so that, 
through His mercy, He will gift them faith, hope, and love.  
 
What St. Therese is showing us is that we are not just to think of our service as 
prayer, we must also understand our prayer as service. This does not just mean 
adding social justice language to our prayers. Beyond this, it requires each one of us 
to personally place our whole will, spirit, and heart in solidarity with others, to daily 
place their concerns before God, and to give of ourselves through fasting.   
 
If it is to be sustained, the Church’s social mission needs individuals who dedicate 
themselves in prayer for the world. We must nourish ourselves in the Real Presence 
of Christ, consume his Body and Blood, listen and meditate on the Word of God in 
Scripture and Church Teaching, and devote ourselves to the friendship of the Saints. 

 
The social mission is not for some people and prayer for others. We are all called to both. So, I invite us all to ask St. 
Therese to intercede for us that the Holy Spirit might teach us to pray as service and guide us to always bring our 
neighbor’s needs before Christ.    

Engagement is a sense of belonging to a “family;” an 
“emotional bond” that develops between members and 
their parish community. Simply put, when we are 
engaged, we are passionate about our parish’s mission 
and communal life. Engagement is not involvement. 
Involvement is what you do at your church. 
Engagement is how you FEEL about your church. 
Engagement is about belonging and making a 
difference. It is all about growing in Christ.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parishioners generally fall into three categories: 
 

Engaged. These parishioners attend Mass regularly, 
invite others to parish activities, give generously of 
talent, time, and treasure, and have a strong and 
healthy emotional connection to our parish.  
Do you see yourself here?  
 

Not Engaged. These parishioners may or may not 
attend Mass regularly, rarely invite others to parish 
activities, contribute some amount of talent, time, and 
treasure, and are less emotionally connected to our 
parish. Or here?  
 

Actively Disengaged. These parishioners may attend 
Mass two to three or four times/year, may be physically 
present but emotionally and/or spiritually absent, 
usually do not invite others to parish activities, share 
little, or even none, of their time, talent, or treasure 
with the parish. They sometimes tend to be unhappy 
with the parish and may communicate that 
unhappiness with others. Or are you here?  
 


