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I don't know about you all, but I'm glad we have a new year. Woo! I am glad 2022
is done. Anyway, we come here as a people of faith to begin this new year, a
people in prayer asking God's blessing upon us and upon this year ahead of us.
That it may truly be a time of peace for us and for our world. As we come here to
celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. Just a reminder, I've said this
again and again, when we have often had a Marian celebration on a Sunday our
Marian celebration always tell us something about Jesus, always. It's Mary, who
again, in her fiat, in her willingness to say yes to God, to be the mother of the
Savior, not fully understanding what all of that might mean for her, but
nonetheless, her trust in God, her being a faithful person in light of God's love,
God's goodness, saying yes to this request to be the mother of Our Savior.

We are given that reaffirmation in Mary, Mother of God, that Jesus is God, the Son
of God, the One who humbles Himself to come and share in our humanity, the
humanity that Mary gives Him in birth, a humanity that He shares with us, living
life as we live life, growing up, experiencing the frustrations and the difficulties
and the challenges of life, as well as the joys of knowing that God is with us. As
we come here to honor Mary, Mother of God, we are ever mindful that she is truly
the mother of Our Savior, the mother of Jesus, the Son of God, the One sent to
show us the depth of our God's love and our God's goodness. A depth that Jesus
being part of the creation, being the creator, now sharing in our created nature,
showing us that our God goes to great lengths to fulfill God's promise to us, to
restore us to our dignity as children of God.

Even in our first reading from the Book of Numbers we are reminded, as Moses
instructs Aaron on how God instructs them to bless God's people, just invoking the
name of God brings this sense of blessing of God upon us. That we know that
invoking the name of God, and we know God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as



Jesus the Son of God sent, that invoking the name that gives us that sense of
knowing God truly is with us. God blessing us each and every day. All that is asked
of us is that simple ascent in faith. As we are reminded in our second reading from
Paul's letter, again, of reminding us of what it is that God does for us in gifting us
with God's own Son, that He comes to help us to experience that love of God. That
we know we are made new by virtue of this wonderful birth of Our Savior, His
taking on our human condition. That we know we are given new life, eternal life.
Through His willingness to come to proclaim the good news of our God's love to
help guide us and direct us, to help us understand that our God is a God of love, a
God who wants us to be in relationship with God, that wants us to know this love
forgives us our sins and gives us new life, eternal life. It is Jesus who comes to do
this for us, restores us through His sharing in our human condition, restores us to
our dignity as people of faith. Even as we hear our gospel, a continuation of the
Christmas story, we know throughout all the Christmas stories that we hear during
this time, again and again and again, from a variety of voices we hear the
proclamation that Jesus is the Son of God, that He is the long-awaited Messiah. In
this story today, we hear the shepherds having heard from the angels on high; unto
you a Savior is born, hallelujah, hallelujah. And they go proclaiming this good
news that a Savior is born seeking out this Child, finding Him with His mother and
father, Mary, and Joseph, and giving praise, glory to God, relating what the angels
had told them of how marvelous and wonderful this Child is. What a blessing this
Child is, He truly is the long-awaited Savior and Messiah. We were told that
everyone who heard it was marveled by the news that Mary pondered these things
in her heart and the significance of what it all means of this proclamation.

But for us, it is recognizing in the story that the first ones the angels go to proclaim
this good news are shepherds. In the time of Jesus, shepherds were probably about
the lowliest of persons in society. Not a lot of regard or respect or held in high
esteem. They oftentimes were seen as being distrustful and thieves and the like. It's
not like who you would think would be the first to hear, but it is the shepherds, the
lowliest that hears this good news, which reminds us then that the good news that
we hear proclaimed in the birth of Our Savior is good news for all peoples,
regardless of who they are, from where they come, what their financial status is,
and their social status. That all people are to hear this good news proclaimed of our
God's great love. God's loving us so much, that God sends us God's own Son to be
Our Savior.

So, we come here, and we join with the angels. We join with the shepherds in
proclaiming good news, good news of our God's love and our God's goodness. You
see, this good news if we truly believe it, if we ponder on it in our hearts as Mary



ponders on it in our gospel story in her heart, then it will bring about that peace that
our God wants us to so desperately know. Our church also refers to this day as a
World Day of Prayer for peace, peace in our world. Pope Francis has said that the
place where peace begins, the place where peace begins is within us and our
families. It is the first place that we must find and look for peace and establish that
peace of Christ. If we have it in our own being and in our families, it will radiate
out to others.

Christmas time is one of those funny times, you know, everyone looks forward to
it, family gatherings and everything. But it's also one of the more stressful times
that we hear about too, because of family gatherings and everything, because I
mean family is family, you know, and it can be drama, lots of drama during the
holidays, and you hear the stories. My niece, she was talking about some of her
extended family, and she was saying, you know, oh, sometimes we just need to let
it go. Just let it go and just enjoy the moment. That's so true. That is what we are
about as a people, recognizing those elements in our lives that tear at the fiber of
relationship, that tear at that sense of unity that we are called to as children of God.
Sometimes we just need to let the love of God shown us through this wonderful
gift of God's Son, Jesus, really take hold in our lives. A love that calls us to mercy
and forgiveness. A love that calls us to blessing and recognizing the dignity of
every person. So, we come here on this first day of our year. We honor Mary,
Mother of God, mother of Our Savior, Jesus Christ. We pray as a people of faith;
we may truly place our trust in this great act of love that our God shows us by
gifting us with God's own Son, that in receiving this gift of God's love manifested
through Jesus, that we might truly be that people of peace that God calls us to be,
that we may be able to be that light of Christ present in our world that brings peace
to our world. And we know our world is in dire, dire need of knowing peace. It
begins with us and our trust in God's love for us, shown us through Mary's son
Jesus, the Son of God.


