
Rev. Randall Hubbard
Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Matthew 2:1-12

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD SOLEMNITY
EPIPHANY CATHOLIC CHURCH

Louisville KY, USA
January 8, 2023

Again, Happy Feast Day. Yes, we come together as a parish community of
Epiphany rejoicing on this, our feast day, ever mindful of the great love that our
God shows us that is manifest through the wonderful gift of God's own Son, Jesus
Christ. This whole Christmas season, we, as a people of faith are called to
contemplate, to reflect upon the significance of the birth of the Christ child. What
that means for us, what that means for our world. The reason for the season is truly
Jesus. He comes, the Son of God, humbling Himself to share in our human
condition, to suffer, to die, so that our sins are forgiven, to show us the power of
God's love. That not only forgives sin, but also conquers death, giving us new life.
For us, it is a matter that the gospel stories through the Christmas time, again and
again and again, reassert and reaffirm for us who this child is, that we come to
celebrate their birth.

That it is Jesus truly the Son of God, Emmanuel, the long-awaited consolation of
the people of faith, the One who comes to show us God's great love and God's
goodness through His life, His example, His being that face of God for us, to show
us that our God is truly a God of love, a God of mercy, a God who forgives. When
we turn to the particular feast that we celebrate today, not just simply that it's our
parish feast day, but the significance of the feast, the Solemnity of the Epiphany,
that it gives us a shift in perspective. The rest of the Christmas season we will be
hearing again and again, this is Jesus who has been born. He is truly the Son of
God. And we hear it again and again from the angels, from the shepherds, from the
magi, from Simeon, and the Prophetess Anna, all who keep asserting again and
again telling us, this is Jesus the Son of God.

Now, with this feast, the perspective changes from that contemplation and that
reflection upon who it is that we come to celebrate, the reason for the season. Now,
our reflection turns to what does that mean for us and how does it have an



application in our lives? What does it call us to as a people of faith? This
celebration calls us to live our faith, to put it into action as a people gathered in
faith, in the love of our God. As we come here on this Solemnity, we are reminded,
we're reminded of what we are to be about as a people of faith, that in our living
our daily lives, our embracing this great act of God's love shown us, manifested
through Jesus Christ, that it makes a difference for us, that it makes a difference for
our world. I'll share with you a couple of examples of that. it is our feast day. I'm
going to use some examples from our parish community. Two weeks ago, I
received a thank you note from a person out of state. And the person out of state
was thanking us because one of our parishioners sent them a healing blanket. They
were most appreciative. I mean, they were just caught up that our community
would be remembering them in prayer, especially as they were going through their
health issues and the like. But this is what was important for me, it is that not only
were they touched by the graciousness of one of our parishioners who thought
about them to send them a healing blanket, but then they inquired, how do you all
manage this ministry? How can we start this ministry in our parish? You see, that's
how we become that light of Christ present in our world.

You see, when we were Baptized, we received the light of Christ, a light that glows
and burns brightly. You know, the star that led the magi, the star that led magi for
us in a very real way, is that light of Christ that shows us the way. It has a direct
application in our lives in terms of how we respond. It's not just for our own
personal edification or my own personal faith conviction, but that it calls us to
relationship, to that awareness that the love of God manifested isn't just for me. It's
not just for the people that I know and that I love and that I care about, but it's also
for all peoples that I meet on any given day. Even in our first reading from the
Prophet Isaiah, again, we hear of the Israelites returning to Jerusalem from a long
exile in Babylon, and being reminded what their role is in returning to Jerusalem,
that they are God's chosen people, but not to just be satisfied with, oh, we belong to
God, but to recognize that they are to be the light of God present in the world, to
help others to come to know the goodness of our God, that they are to be a light
that radiates out, that calls others to come to witness God's love and God's
goodness shown us.

On our part, we continue that mission as well through our Baptismal call, receiving
that light of Christ. We become that light present in our world by our actions, our
words, our attitudes. We are the ones, who, in a very real way, bring to light, the
love of our God, manifested to us and in our world. Our parish community 52
years ago established itself on the social mission of the church. That the whole
outreach and the Healing Blanket is one of those wonderful ministries that we have



developed over the years and provides a great deal of comfort to those who find
themselves in health crisis and needing that kind of prayer and comfort, knowing
there are others who are keeping them in prayer, lifting them up in their time of
need.

There are other ways that we as a community of faith shine that light of Christ
present in our world. From the very beginning, our community has been committed
to what we call our 10% ministry, where 10% of the income that comes into the
parish gets redistributed out to help other agencies, organizations, and associations
to minister to the needs of people, you know, in the trenches, if you will. We have
that whole process that we have people in the community who meet on a regular
basis to review applications for these sharing grants. In the bulletin we even have
an announcement for our annual grant, which is a big deal as well. So again, it is
about making a difference, being what we can do as a people of faith. But we can't
just leave it there, oh, well look at what we do. We give money to this and that, but
that it calls us to that awareness not only of our generosity, but of the need of the
world around us, and that we can make a difference. Each and every one of us can
make a difference. Even a few years ago, we reinstituted our St. Vincent DePaul
conference. A group of our parishioners, very committed on a weekly basis,
coming in, going through information, contacting the people who have reached out
to us asking for assistance, and our doing what we can to help them with their rent,
with their utilities, with food, with any other kinds of expenses that would be
covered under what our focus is with St. Vincent DePaul. That faithful witness of
doing what we can do as a people of faith and that is light of Christ. That is giving
that hope, that joy, that awareness of God's love and hopefully the peace that our
God wants us to know through what we do, how we go about living our lives.

We come here on this feast, and we're reminded that the manifestation of God's
love shown us in Jesus Christ isn't just for our faith, isn't just for our own personal
benefit, but that it engages us. It calls us to action. It calls us to live the faith in that
love. That love not only makes a difference for me personally but makes a
difference for all that I meet by my being that light of Christ present to another, to
give affirmation, support, encouragement, and hope. We come here on this
Solemnity, ever mindful of the wonder of our God's love, a love that gifts us with
the most wonderful gift that we ever receive, the gift of God's own Son. But we
can't leave Jesus in the manger. We must allow Jesus to enter our hearts, our lives,
to make a difference for us in our daily lives as we go out to live this light of our
God's love to be that light of hope for others.



So, we come here. The question for us, the question for us individually and as a
community and universally as a church, is how do we, how do I manifest the light
of Christ in my life daily, not just on Sunday, not just when we think about it, but
daily? How do we show that light of Christ to others? The light that gives us the
assurance of our God's love, our God's mercy, that gives us that assurance that God
is with us, that God blesses us, and that God wants us to share in God's own eternal
life.


