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Wow! A really big difference between last weekend and this weekend, don't you
think? Whoa! I mean, we concluded Christmas last week and the church was filled
with all kinds of flowers and decoration. This week it's very simple because we've
transitioned to Ordinary Time. I just want to take this opportunity because our
Christmas season was absolutely spectacular. Beautiful. Just want to, again,
acknowledge and thank all those people who made our Christmas and Advent
season such a wonderful experience for us as a parish community, their efforts,
their practice, their planning, all of it that went into it. So, really, I just want to, we
want to thank them so very much. Yes.

We do come here this weekend to celebrate the Second Sunday of Ordinary Time.
What's important for us with our readings this weekend is that we recognize that
just because we finished Christmas last Sunday doesn't mean we're finished. That
it's done. I mean, it's not like, the day after Christmas our tree finds its way to the
curbside and Christmas is done, even though we know we still have a couple more
weeks as a people of faith to celebrate. Well, just because the decorations are all
gone doesn't mean that we leave that experience behind. Because, you see, the
challenge for us as a people of faith really is Ordinary Time. We've got the wonder,
that's one of the things I love about our church, the liturgical calendar, the liturgical
seasons that are designed to give us a particular focus throughout our year with
Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter, they seem to be, like I said, a focus that gives
us some direction in sort of how we are supposed to be looking at our faith life and
developing our spirituality around whether it's Advent and we're in that joyful
anticipation of the coming of Our Savior, or Christmas. That rejoicing with the
angels, the wonderful gift of God's love shown us, manifested through God's own
Son who comes to give us Himself, or in the Lenten season, that awareness of all
this love of God that really does call us to a humbleness, a real honesty with
ourselves to look at and acknowledge the sin in our lives and how that prevents us
from more fully experiencing that love of God that we received and celebrated at



Christmas. And preparing us for the ultimate act of love with Easter and Jesus'
passion, His death, His Resurrection, that forgives sin and gives us new life. Now,
the challenge for us in Ordinary Time, is that we're supposed to be doing all those
things the entire year. Through a little bit of Advent, a little bit of Christmas, a little
bit of Lent, and a little bit of Easter is supposed to be the focus that gets us through
Ordinary Time, our regular ordinary daily lives. When we return to a regular kind
of routine, that we are aware of the significance of those seasons that continue to
inform who we are as a people of faith, how we are to live our lives as a people of
faith. Our first reading from the Prophet Isaiah mirrors somewhat what we heard
last weekend with the Feast of Epiphany, of being a light to the nations in cheer.
The prophet reminds us from the womb, from the womb, while in the womb God
calls us, calls us to be a part of that life of God present in our world, to be a light to
others, a light of that love of God that brings us into being, that love of God that is
with us each day, that love of God that assures us of God's mercy, God's
forgiveness, and that God is there to lead us and guide us on our life's journey.

So, when we consider that reminder of who we are to be, that light of Christ, that
light of Christ that we received in Baptism, that we're reminded in our daily lives,
our daily witness, is significant for our world to know the love of our God. It's not
just in those high seasons of our church year of Advent, Christmas, Lent, and
Easter, but it's in our daily lives that we give that fullest witness of the love of our
God shown us. When we turn to our second reading, Paul's First Letter to the
Corinthians, Paul reminds us that, yes, we all are people of faith. We all accept
Jesus Christ as Our Savior. We receive this wonderful gift from God, but it's not
just simply a matter of my own personal conviction, but that we are united as a
people of faith. We are to be there in our regular ordinary daily lives to help
support and encourage one another, to help each other, to live our lives more fully
in the abundance and the wonder of our God's love and our God's goodness, that
we are to be a people of faith that really gives greater light to Christ's presence in
our lives and in our world, that we become the means by which individually,
communally, and as a church universal that gives hope, awareness that God really
is with us. That the love of God is that light that gives us joy and peace, and we are
a means by which that comes to be through our witness, our gathering as a
community to support one another, to be nourished with the word of God, to be
nourished with the Body and Blood of Jesus so that we can go out as a community
of faith from here. That what we celebrate doesn't just stay here, but that it goes out
with us into the world so that others, too, may come to know the love and the
wonder of our God, a God who is with us each and every day of our lives. When
we turn to our gospel account, we hear a continuation of John's gospel that we had
heard back in the Christmas season, John, again, testifying to Jesus truly being the



Son of God. But how does John know this? He knows it because of the Spirit of
God. The Spirit of God that is given us in Baptism, the Spirit of God that is a very
real part of who we are as children of God, of who we are as Christians. That Spirit
of God that dwells within us, that is nurtured with the word of God, that is nurtured
with the Eucharist, that Spirit that is ever present to us, giving us what we need
each day.


