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First, I have to begin with an anecdote. When I first arrived here at Epiphany
eleven and half years ago, one of the founding members took me by the shoulder
and stood me in the middle of the church. He then rotated me a full 360. And I
thought, what is he doing? Then all at once, he said, Father, what do you notice? I
said, well, I'm not really sure what you're asking. What do I notice? He said, we're
the only church with seasonal stained glass. Don't you love it? Isn't this just
beautiful? To be in church praying and seeing the snow softly coming down around
us. I mean, there's just something wonderful that just engages us in who we are as a
people of faith and the wonder of our God that creates all of this and makes it all
happen.

As you heard in our readings today and as we have the last several weeks during
the Christmas season and since, we've been hearing a lot about light, the light of
God shining on us. Actually, our first reading from the Prophet Isaiah is taken from
one of our Christmas readings, the one from the night mass of Christmas Eve.
Again, we're reminded, out of darkness there is this light that shines upon God's
people, a light that gives hope and joy. Then for us, as a people of faith, the
awareness of the wonderful gift of God's own Son, Jesus, who comes to us, who
we profess to be the light of the world. The light to the world and we are reminded
that, we too, by virtue of our Baptism receive the light of Christ in a very real way
in our lives, and that we are to be a light to others.

So, my question is, are you a light? I want us to really think about this and ponder.
Are you a light of faith for others? Are you a light that radiates the love of God
manifested in our world? Is it a light that gives hope and joy, affirmation,
encouragement, support? Are you a light? That's a question we all have to ask
ourselves. Do we truly embrace that new life given us through Jesus Christ, and in
turn, allow ourselves to be that conduit of our God's love that illuminates not only
our lives, but the lives of those that we meet in any given day? It's a matter of not



just simply being a light to family, friends, neighbors or coworkers, but a light to
every person that we may meet on any given day. Does that light of Christ radiate
through our lives, our actions, our attitudes, our words, our behaviors? It's a fair
question. Only each of us can answer for ourselves as we look at our lives and how
we conduct ourselves on a daily basis. But I think a more basic question, than
asking ourselves are we a light of Christ present in the world, is that it really comes
to us from our gospel account.

Do you think that you are truly called by God to come and follow? Does Jesus call
you to come to be a disciple, to follow Him? In this gospel Jesus has taken up His
mission to proclaim good news, the good news of the reign of God at hand. He
says, repent, repent. Be willing to go through that kind of self-examine, to ask
ourselves the hard questions about our daily lives and be willing to allow that love
of God to transform us, to help us to be different, to walk truly as disciples, as
children of God, as those who believe in that love of God that is unconditional, that
calls us to the strength and the courage to be forgiving and merciful, to give of
ourselves readily in service to our brothers and sisters. We hear the call of the first
apostles Peter, Andrew, James, and John. Jesus goes, they are busy about their
daily lives, about their means of providing for themselves and their families. They
are all caught up in doing what they do on a daily basis. And Jesus just comes and
says, come, follow me. They leave everything. They leave everything to follow
Jesus. Now, I'm not saying to respond to that call means we have to leave
everything that we know, that we hold dear, as we experience our daily lives. But it
is that matter of asking ourselves, in living our daily lives, is living it in the light of
God's love an important factor as we go about our daily decisions and looking at
various opportunities that present themselves to us on any given day to bring to
light the love of God. On our part, it is a matter of asking ourselves. Do I truly
believe that I am called to follow Christ? By following Christ, do I allow that light
of Christ received in Baptism, that light of Christ to illumine in my life, illumine
out to others so that others, too, may come to know the love of God?

Now, part of that, you were given some insight as to how that sort of mirrors itself
in our daily lives, in our second reading. So here, Paul is taking, as we all know
Paul takes the Corinthians to task on a lot of different issues and things. He's just
calling them out because he's heard that there are these divisions in this
community. A lot belong to Apollo, I belong to Sifu, I belong to Paul and He's
going, you don't belong to any of those. You belong to Jesus Christ. That's who you
belong to, is Jesus Christ. There's little relevance in who calls you to faith, it is the
faith that you are called to is what is most important. As we come here, we're
reminded in this interaction of Paul calling them out, we are to do everything that



we possibly can to recognize that the unity we experience in faith is found in Jesus
Christ.

We may come here from varying theological, perspectives, and ecclesiology, our
awareness of how church should be, or ought to be, and how we would like it to be.
But the truth is, while there may be some importance in that, it really doesn't matter
if it's not focused on Christ who is the light, who calls us to unity in spite of our
differences. That's what's important is that we can still bring to light that love of
God manifested in our lives to our world that is in darkness, that needs to know
that hope, that joy, that peace of knowing that our God is a God of love. That our
God is a God who loves us so much, that sin and death no longer are barriers to
being one with God. The love of God is so strong that it gives us the ability to open
our hearts, our lives to that love of God that truly transforms us as a people of faith.

For us, it is that matter of recognizing that the divisions that we experienced, they
are our doing. This week I had to leave work to go to my house for a tech to come
to service my furnace. The young man, maybe 25 or 26 years old, comes in, we're
talking, of course I'm coming from work so I'm in my clerics. And he says, so, are
you a minister? Yes, I'm a Roman Catholic priest. He said, oh, Roman Catholic. He
said, well, you know, I'm a Christian. I said, okay, well good for you. I'm glad
you're a Christian. He said, now, are Catholics Christian? And I said, you know, the
sad thing is that the Body of Christ is broken.

It's a very sad reality for us that the Body of Christ is broken. That there is all of
this infighting, if you will, among Christian denominations and even within our
church. I'm going to ask the question, how is that being light to the world that we,
as Christians, attack each other? Who would want to come into that light observing
it from outside? Who? Now, I'm not saying that we don't have our disagreements or
that we shouldn't have our disagreements, or that we shouldn't have our
conversations and understand that we're not all on the same page, and that engages
us to be a people of faith. But why do we attack and beat up each other? Why?
That is not inviting, that is not hospitable, that is not the light of Christ radiating
out from us. So, as we come here, we are ever mindful as a people of God that not
only does that light shine on us and through us individually, it shines on us also
collectively as a community of faith and as a church universal in conjunction with
all our Christian brothers and sisters, we are all to be that light of Christ.

We may have our doctrinal differences, our dogmatic differences, our ecclesiastical
differences, but we are still called to be the light of Christ and that is to be, first and
foremost, the priority in our lives, is that our lives in a very real way reflect Jesus



Christ in all that we do, all that we say, and how that we are especially with one
another.
So, we come here, this Third Sunday in Ordinary Time. We hear that call again to
be light, light to the world, to open ourselves to that light of God that shines upon
us and through us. So, I ask that question again. Do you believe you are called by
Jesus to come and to follow?  If your answer is yes, are you that light to the world?


