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If you are to boast, boast in the Lord. Do you boast in the Lord? Do you, do you
boast? Do you give God God's credit? You know, we're in a society now that is
very me-centered, me oriented. My wants, my likes. All of us are entitled in some
way, shape or form. And it's all about me, me, me, me, me, and my
accomplishments. Look what I have done. Am I not wonderful? That's the mindset.
It's all about me.

And yet in our second reading, Paul reminds the Corinthians that if they're going to
boast, they are to boast in the Lord. This is the reason why Paul makes this
statement to them. Because the Corinthians are a much divided community. There's
lots of tension and division that's happening. And the division is simply that I'm
rich, you're poor. I don't want to associate with you. I have influence and you don't.
So why do I want to be seen with you? And Paul points out, he says, listen, we're
all in this through Jesus Christ. What we have, wealth or fame or power or
position, really is irrelevant because if it's all about my own personal
aggrandizement, then I've missed the point of who I am as a follower of Christ.
And that if I do have all of those means, then we are to glory in the Lord that we
have those means to be able to help another, for the benefit of others and not just
about me.

We have that whole phenomena right now with influencers on all kinds of social
media platforms. They're out there, and they're giving the influence over - this is
the right style of clothing you should wear. And this is the diet you should be on.
And these are the people that you should like, and these are the people that you
should not like. And just trying to influence lots of people and it's all about the
followers. How many followers do I have? How many followers? And the number
of followers is what's most important. So trying to maintain that kind of popularity
so that I keep my following, so that I keep my influence, so that I keep that money
that the benefactors, those that I'm promoting, send me. And yet we as a people of
faith in hearing this passage from Paul's letter to the Corinthians, we are reminded
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that it is first and foremost for us to recognize God is God, and we are not. God is
the creator and we are the created. And that God is with us each and every day of
our lives to lead us, to guide us, to direct us.

In our first reading from the prophet Zephaniah, here Zephaniah is reminding the
Israelites that you know, you are about to have to deal with the consequences of
your choices, because they're getting ready to be enslaved and sent to Babylon for
a long, long time in exile. And he's saying, but there is going to be this remnant
that stays behind because they're humble and they trust God. They've allowed God
to direct them. The rest of you have decided that you could figure this out on your
own, that you didn't need God. We can figure out these worldly alliances and
maneuver for ourselves. We don't need God to guide us and direct us. We don't like
the way God is directing us, so we're just going to do it on our own. The prophet
says, well okay, do it on your own and deal with the consequences of your choices.
But there is a group that is faithful to God, that trusts that God is a God of love. A
God who wants only good for us. A God who is with us, especially in those times
of struggle and challenge; that God is there to lead and to guide.

Even in our gospel account. This is the fifth chapter of Matthew's gospel. This is
the beginning of what we call the Sermon on the Mount, the beatitudes. And we
hear these beatitudes. And we hear Jesus make this list of these groups of people
that Jesus qualifies as being blessed. And yet, if we take that list of people without
seeing how Jesus qualifies them as being blessed, if we just look at the list - poor in
spirit, those who mourn, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, those who
are meek, those who are peacemakers, those who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness - blessed is not the first word we think of. That's not the first word
we think of. But yet Jesus says, these people are blessed because they placed their
trust in God in their time of need, knowing that God is with them. And it's that first
beatitude: Blessed are the poor in spirit. Blessed are the poor in spirit that
challenges us to that awareness of being humble before our God. Being humble
enough to say, God, I need you. I can't do it by myself. I'm not quite sure what to
do next. And it's God who is there to lead and to guide. You see this whole list, the
poor in spirit, blessed are they for they will receive the kingdom of heaven. Blessed
are those who mourn, they will be comforted. Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, they will be satisfied. Blessed are those who are
persecuted, they will receive the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are the peacemakers,
they will be called children of God. You see, there's always this abundance of
God's love that is present and available to us, especially in our time of need. And
what's important for us is recognizing that it's not just about me. It's not just about
my successes and that what I have done with the accomplishments in my life, but
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that we're humble enough to say, yes. The grace of God has been with me. I'm
aware of those blessings that God bestows on me daily.

And because of God's great love, gracious and generous, I in turn respond being a
good steward of these gifts, to use them to help another. You see, it takes that spirit
of humility for us to truly, truly boast in the Lord. To give God the glory. It takes
that spirit of humbleness before God to really acknowledge that God is with us
each and every day. That God is there to offer us what we need, to comfort us, to
give us assurance, to help us know that we're not alone. And on our part, it is the
best glory we give to God is in our response to God's love for us. That it's not just
for me, but that love for God for me is a love that I, in turn, am able to extend to
others each and every day. It doesn't have to be grand ways. It can be little ways.
But yet we come here and we're reminded that for us it is that matter of being
humble enough.

You know, we don't like humility. We really don't. It's not an easy characteristic
quality for human beings to embrace. We really do not like to be humble before
others and before God. We really do like it to be about me. But yet our faith gives
us that awareness, that assurance that God is with us. And if we place our trust in
God, God will guide and direct us. Doesn't mean that life is easy and comfortable
and the like, but that we know that whatever the struggles, the challenges that may
confront us in any given day, God is with us. And God will see us through because
God loves us and wants only good for us. And all that God asks is for us to trust, to
trust God, to trust God's love for us. Boast in the Lord. If you are to boast, boast in
the Lord. But first walk humbly with our God.
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