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Return to me with your whole heart. This is at the beginning of our reading today
from the Prophet Joel, return to me with your whole heart. We, as a people of faith,
we, as a church universal on this Ash Wednesday, remind ourselves that what we
are to be about during this Lenten time is returning to the Lord with a full heart
with our heart full for God's love, God's goodness, God's mercy, God's compassion,
and God's forgiveness. We remind ourselves year after year, after year, after year,
after year, as we enter into a Lenten Season, that for us who profess to be an Easter
people, that we have to go through these forty days to fully appreciate and rejoice
in the Easter event. The celebration of our salvation through Jesus Christ. We
remind ourselves during these forty days that Jesus came purposely, purposely for
sinners, to call us back into right relationship, to give us the assurance we need that
we are a people loved by God. The evidence of that love is made manifest through
God's Own Son, Jesus, who humbles himself, who willingly comes to share in our
human condition to show us we who are, created in the image of our God what we
are capable of doing and of being as a people of faith. Now, Jesus doesn't come to
make us perfect. Jesus comes to redeem us, to call us to holiness. And holiness isn't
an instantaneous moment in our lives that we acquire, and we are finished.

Holiness is a lifelong event. It is a process of our growing more and more in our
love of God, growing more and more in our awareness of that love of God that is
within us, that is a part of us, that love of God that we are called to share with
others. So, we come, come here at the beginning of our Lenten Season, people who
recognize our need for God's love and God's goodness, our need for God's mercy
and God's forgiveness, our need to love others, our need to forgive others. My
hope, as a pastor from year to year, is that we as a people of faith come here, that
we see ourselves in a different position than last Lent. Hopefully we have grown a
little more in that awareness of God's love and God's goodness, that it has become
a little more evident in our lives.



You see, that's what Lent is really about. It's not just about the same old season, the
forty days, year, after year, after year, but it does call us to repentance. You're going
to hear in just a few minutes when you will be marked with ashes, repent and
believe in the gospel, that call to the awareness of our opening ourselves ever more
so to that love of God that has a way of transforming us, of preparing us so that we
may truly enter into the Easter joy and the Easter glory of the Resurrection of
Christ. The most wonderful act that we witness of God's love, that we truly are a
people loved, a people redeemed, a people restored as God's children in faith. So,
we embark upon these forty days of Lent, a people who are called to repentance, a
humbleness before our God, asking our God's love to grow ever more in our hearts
and our lives, and that love may truly be reflected in our love for one another.


