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We, as a people of faith are to be about giving glory to God. That our lives glorify 
God in all that we do, all that we say on any given day. So, the question for us is, 
does my life give glory to God? Do I glorify God in what I do and how I conduct 
my daily life? The Prophet is reminding God's people of how they are to go about 
conducting their lives giving glory to God. This whole part is in address, the people 
are complaining because they are putting on a fast. So, they're fasting from food and 
they're going through all the rituals that they need to go through, all for the purpose 
of thinking that God will be attentive to them and bless them. In a sense, there's sort 
of this mindset of if I do these things, if I follow this formula, if I do this ritual then 
God's going to do what I want God to do. God's going to bless me in the manner in 
which I want to be blessed. What the prophet is reminding the people is that their 
fasting isn't about their own personal self, but the fasting calls them to this awareness 
of engagement in life, the best way that they can fast is giving food to the hungry, 
clothing the naked, being attentive to those in need, being attentive to those who are 
oppressed. As we come here, we're reminded that as we go about our daily lives, we 
are to be people ever mindful of our actions, what we do, what we say in a manner 
that is giving glory to God. 
 
I was in a previous parish, I had a woman who came to me one time and she said, 
Father, I just want you to know that when I'm out and about and I'm doing shopping 
for myself or for my family, clothing items, that sort of thing, I always made sure 
that I am dedicating the same amount of money to clothe others, or to provide for 
others. Then her question was, it was very humble on her part. She said, is that good 
stewardship? I said, most definitely that's good stewardship. That is what we're 
called to as a people of faith. It's not just a matter of the graces and the blessings that 
we experience in our daily lives that are there just for our own personal benefit, but 
that we are ever mindful of the blessings that we receive, that we are always 
cognizant of making sure we're sharing those blessings with others. That's really 



what the Prophet Isaiah is calling the people to, is that in your fasting while you are 
going without food, make sure the food that you're going without is providing food 
for one who is hungry. 
 
Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount says to His disciples, you are salt of the earth. 
You are the light of the world. It is that matter of recognizing that what we do speaks 
to who we profess to be, especially as Christians, especially as children of God, that 
what we are to be about is recognizing what we are when we are going through Lent. 
We are asked as a church and individually to impose a fasting upon ourselves of 
some sort. It is a matter of when we do so, that we're mindful that it's not just simply 
a matter of my doing without, but what I do without that I can also do for another. It 
speaks to that reality, if I am imposing upon myself not eating a certain food, then 
what am I doing in terms of providing for another, either in their need, and their 
hunger, whatever that might be. 
 
As we hear these words and we're called to that awareness of being salt of the earth 
and light of the to the world, we're reminded that we share in that ongoing mission 
of Jesus Christ, that in who we profess to be is to be evident in our daily lives. It's 
not that we have to tell people we are Christian, but that they will know by our 
actions that we are Christian, that we show that kind of deep abiding respect and 
concern for another. And that we do so because we know God's love for ourselves, 
that we in turn, extend that love to others. We come here this weekend and we're 
reminded that we are to be that light of God present in our world, that our light is to 
shine radiantly. It is that light of Christ that burns within us, that radiates out to 
others, and that what we do does make a difference. It does make a difference in 
bringing to light God's love manifested in our world. Here at Epiphany, one of the 
things this parish from the very beginning has been committed to is the social 
mission of our church. One of the things that has been real intentional about our 
parish is that we take 10% of our income annually, and we make sure that we are 
redistributing that money out to other agencies, organizations, and the like, that are 
doing the mission and the work of Jesus in a variety of ways, and assisting them by 
the means by which we can through a financial gift support their efforts. Even in a 
few weeks, we will be going through what we call our annual grant process, which 
is a bigger impact kind of gift to an organization or an agency that we look to being 
able to help, an agency or another group to be able to provide those kinds of services 
that are really in need in serving the broader community. 
 
Now, the difference between the annual grant and the 10% grant is the annual grant 
really involves us. It invites us to be aware of the mission of this agency, this 
organization, this association, this group, and what their work is in providing for the 



needs of others and engaging us, hopefully, in our willingness to maybe offer some 
of our time, our effort, our talents to assist them in their efforts. This is a way that, 
yes, we are salt of the earth and light to the world, that we're mindful of who we are, 
and that it's not just about me or us. That the resources, the good stewardship of our 
parishioners is not just simply about us, and promoting our efforts, but recognizing 
that we share in a broader, bigger mission that goes beyond our worship here and 
that it is founded first and foremost in this celebration that we come together as a 
people of prayer. 
 
We come together hearing those words that call us to glorify God in our lives in 
Word indeed, individually and communally. It is that giving glory to our God, that 
salt of the earth, that light to the world, that we are mindful it gives that kind of hope 
and joy and peace that people's needs are being met, and that, we, in some way, are 
assisting in that from the recognition of the blessings which we receive and enjoy. 
So, we pray for that grace, that that ability as a people of faith individually and as a 
community, that we are ever mindful that what we are to be about, first and foremost, 
is God. Recognition of God who gives us life, our God who loves us and blesses us. 
We in turn recognizing God, giving God's glory and due, we then are able to live our 
lives fully and abundant. 
 
Like the woman that I referenced, it was just this awareness that she had been so 
blessed that when she was being cognizant, intentional, about making sure that if she 
needed something, her family needed something, she was also going to provide for 
others besides hers, not only her family but in their need as well. We come here and 
we hear these words of encouragement. In Paul's first letter to the Corinthians, Paul 
again says, it's not about me. Paul is making it very clear to the church in Corinth. 
He said, it's not about me. It's about Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ crucified. That is the 
very heart of who we are and what we are to be about. That is what we are to proclaim 
in all that we do and all that we say, this most wonderful act of God's love shown us 
through the gift of God's Own Son who gives us Himself and dies on a cross so that 
nothing keeps us from that love of our God. What's asked of us then, is to give glory, 
to give glory to God daily, to be willing in little ways, to let others know that God 
does care, that God is a God of love, that God is present in their need. So, we pray 
then for that grace, that wisdom, that strength, that conviction to live our lives each 
day, asking ourselves, again and again, do my words and my actions give glory to 
God or glory to me. 
 
The higher calling is glory to God. And God will be there with us to lead us and to 
guide us and to direct us through our daily lives. That the joy that we experience in 



God's love may be a joy that we extend to others, that they, too, may know our God 
to be a God of love. And they, too, may give glory to our God. 


