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Now I'm going to try to give you a short homily considering the lack of heat and
lack of light. And if it works okay, then maybe you can tell Father Randy - shorter
is better. <laugh> Father Randy and I were together at Elizabethtown and got to be
good friends, so I can kid him sometimes.

We are in the ordinary time of lent, and we wonder what's ordinary? What's that
mean? Well, one spiritual writer compared it to the seasons and he said: In the
spring of the year, we plant our crops. In the fall, we harvest them. But in between,
something very important is happening. That is the growth that produces the
harvest. This is growth time for all of us. May we take advantage of every
opportunity that we can to grow in holiness and grace. Jesus took Peter, James and
John up the mountain and was transfigured before their eyes. And no doubt that
experience changed their life forever.

It's good for us to reflect upon who and what changes our lives. This past week for
a few days, I was with a dear friend. We met in high school and, for 60 years now,
have been close friends. We went down to Middle Tennessee to a condo there, and,
by the way, they had the same storm we had here, but as we were driving and
sitting around talking, we were sharing with each other who and what helped shape
our lives. Paul was from a little town, a few miles out from Danville. The town was
called Moreland. And Paul shared how his relatives and close friends around him
helped make him who he is. Likewise, I shared that I came from a little town
between Danville and Perryville called Needmore. One time when I was at the
state fair, I had Needmore, Kentucky put on a hat. We all need more Kentucky,
don't we? <laugh>? But I shared with Paul some of the people and experiences that
have helped shape me.

Maybe during this ordinary time of the year, we might take the time to reflect on
who formed you; and who are you helping to form today. Was that short enough?
Okay.
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