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The pastor leaves town and everything just falls apart. <laugh> Last week I wasn't
here, as you well know. I was away on vacation, visiting family in Florida. And
what happens? You arrive for Mass, no electricity, no sound system, no heat,
nothing. It's just like everything fell apart. And I was told I can no longer go on
vacation again. <laugh> I have to stay put. But I do want to share with you, I was
on vacation and I was visiting some of my family in Florida. And one day while I
was visiting them, my cousin and her husband said, come join us for a round of
golf.

I am not a golfer. <laugh>. The last time I touched a golf club, it was very
dangerous for other people on the course, which was probably about 25, 30 years
ago. So I joined them for this golfing adventure. So it was an 18 hole, what is it
called? Pitch and putt. You know, it's like a three par hole golf course. And so
they're showing me the technique. And you know how you lay the ball down and
you line up, and you spread your feet apart. You put the, what is it called? An iron,
behind. See, I don't even know what they're called. An iron behind the ball. And
then you look to see where you're going hit the ball. And then you keep your eye
on the ball and you hit the ball, but still looking where the ball is. If you do that,
you will hit the green. If you don't do that, balls find water. And there's lots of
water on the golf courses in Florida. And did you know that the water on the golf
courses in Florida also are the habitat for alligators? I didn't know golf could be so
dangerous, but it can be. So I'm trying to learn this technique of keeping my eye on
the ball, hitting the ball while looking where the ball was, trusting that the ball is
going to go where I intended for it to go. So I will tell you, out of 18 holes, I made
par on three. I know. Isn't that, isn't that something? Don't ask me what I did on the
others. Like I said, those balls found water - a lot, a lot of water.

But anyway, I share that with you because really, in a sense, it sort of gives us an
image of what we're about on this Third Sunday of Lent, especially as we consider
our Gospel account, a familiar story that we find in John's Gospel. Jesus coming up
on a well in Samaria. A Samaritan woman comes to draw water from the well

1



while Jesus is there, and they have this conversation for us. It's important that we
pay attention to the woman and the progression that she shows in her
understanding of who Jesus is. And initially, she just simply addresses him as sir.
He's just another person, sir. And they had this little repartee with each other. He
says, if you only knew who is asking you for a drink of water, you would be asking
them to give you life giving water. You know? And she's being very observant of
the situation and how it all is. She said, well, you don't even have a bucket that you
can lower into the well to draw water out for yourself. Where is this life giving
water? And he makes the case of him being that source of the life giving water that
is offered. Then as the story progresses, she asks, give me this water so I don't have
to come back here again; so I don't have to weary myself with having to come to
the well a couple of times during the day to get water, to replenish, to satisfy my
thirst, and the like. He says, well, go get your husband and then come back. And
then she says, well, I don't have a husband. And he says, rightly so. You've had five
and the man that you're living with now is not your husband.

All at once, she's surprised. So then she speaks of him as prophet. It went from, sir,
just an acknowledgement of a person, to an awareness that Jesus is something more
than just an ordinary person, and she speaks of him as prophet. And again, relating
to him then her understanding from a perspective of faith about worship and that
the Jews criticize the Samaritans because they don't worship in Jerusalem if they
worship in Samaria. And Jesus makes the point that the day is coming, the day is
coming when worship isn't tied to a specific place or spot, but that it is that matter
of the spirit of God and the truth of God. That we come together knowing that God
is with us always, and that we gather to give that worship and that praise to God.

She makes mention then of the Christ, the Messiah. And Jesus acknowledges to
her, he says, I am he, I am the one of which you speak. I am he. And then the
woman, on her own, leaves the jar. That's an important part of this story. She leaves
the jar, the very instrument that she uses to haul water back to her home. She
leaves at the well taking great risk that in leaving it there someone else may happen
upon the well, see the jar and take it and use it. So the very source of her providing
water for her household, she leaves as a great act of trust and faith. And she goes
into the town and says, come see the man that I've been talking with. He knows
everything that I have ever done. Could he be the Christ? Could he be the Christ?

And so we see her make this progression of just simply acknowledgement of him
as a person beginning to see that there's something more to him. Could he be a
prophet? And then making another leap of faith, could he be the promised one?
Could he be the long awaited Christ, the long awaited Messiah? So for us, as we
see this progression that she comes to faith over a period of time, over an ongoing
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interaction with Jesus, that she begins very casual, that ends up being something
significant for her and for the others. And Jesus is even making a point with his
disciples when they ask him to eat and he says the food that I need is doing the will
of the one who sent me.

That is what nourishes me. It is what Jesus says is doing the will of the one who
sent me. You know? And then the people come and they invite him to stay. And
Jesus, lo and behold, decides to stay with them for two days. And they, too, then
begin to see Jesus in a different light. Not just a Jewish man who found his way to
the well at Samaria, but as the Christ. And for us as a people of faith, this Lenten
season calls us to that kind of introspection, that kind of looking at our lives,
looking at our faith journey and looking at how we have progressed in our own
faith.

Most of us were brought to the church for baptism as infants and our parents
presented us. But yet it is through our parents then that we learn faith. We learn of
God, we learn of a God who loves us. We learn of a God who we can make appeal
to. We learn of a God that we are most grateful for God's presence in our lives.
And yet, as we grow and mature, hopefully we can look back on our lives and we
can say that my faith is at a different place than it was five years ago, or 10 years
ago, or 20 years ago, or 30 years ago, or 40 or 50 or 65 years ago. That we know
we're in a different place, and we are growing in our awareness of God's love and
God's goodness. It's like learning golf.

You first have to sort of get a sense of what the game is about, and then you then
go about learning the techniques to play the game well. And then you learn how
once you obtain the skills - and, by the way, as we all know, to be really proficient
in any sport, you have to practice, practice, practice. So to the young people who
are here. If you like your sport and you really want to be good in it, practice,
practice, practice, practice, practice, practice. It takes lots and lots and lots of
practice. The same is true with faith. It takes lots of practice for us to grow in our
awareness of God made manifest to us through the wonderful gift of Jesus; to
understand the significance of Jesus, the Son of God and what he does for us, the
life giving water that he offers us; and helping us to understand that what satisfies
us the most is our willingness to submit to the will of our God who loves us and
wants only good for us.

And so we come here on this Third Sunday of Lent as we progress through our
Lenten season, and hopefully we take the opportunity to not only examine
ourselves, our lives, during these past couple of weeks of Lent and looking forward
to the next few weeks of Lent that are left remaining before we celebrate the Great
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Easter event, but that we put it into a larger context of just looking at our life's faith
journey and how we have progressed in our own faith that it hasn't been easy. As
we heard in our first reading from the Book of Exodus, as the Israelites were
journeying out of slavery in Egypt to the Promised Land, this whole story is a call
to the people to trust, to trust God that God is with them, that God will be there for
them, to provide for them.

So for us, it is that matter of recognizing that call to trust that leads us to faith. That
leads us to that awareness, that confidence that our God is with us. That our God
wants good for us. That our God is there to lead us and to guide us, to show us the
way to that ultimate fulfillment, which is found in the eternal life, the eternal water
life-giving water that Jesus says he offers us. We come here, we pray for that grace
and that strength to open our hearts, our lives, to that love of God that has a way of
transforming us through a lifetime on our life journey. It's like golf. We keep our
eye on the ball. The ball will go where it needs to go. We keep our eye on Jesus,
and we, too, will end where up where we need to go. And that is eternal life with
God in heaven.
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