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And Jesus wept. That's the shortest verse in all of scripture. Those three little
words. John chapter 11, verse 35: and Jesus wept. Now we need to pause and just
ask. He wept. About what? Did he weep because he was grieving the death of
Lazarus, that he knew that he was there to resuscitate, to bring him back to life?
Did he weep because he was perturbed that the lack of faith from Martha and Mary
and the crowd that had followed them, that having already, especially Martha and
Mary, that their great ascent in faith was, you are the Christ, I've come to believe
you are the Christ? And Jesus is even saying, this is happening to show you the
glory of God. Did he weep because it didn't quite sink in; that they weren't
accepting this statement that Jesus had proclaimed to them. This proclamation of
hope for them that what they were about to experience was for the glory of God.
Or did he weep because he was joyful, that he now knows that in the next miracle
that he performs, everyone is going to see the power of God's love that can restore
life, calling Lazarus out of the tomb that only points to his own death and the
power of God's love that raises Jesus from the dead. Not resuscitating like Lazarus,
but raising Jesus from the dead to new life. And Jesus wept.

It gives us pause on this Fifth Sunday of Lent to ask that Jesus had lots of reasons
to possibly weep. It even gives us pause to even ask ourselves, does he weep yet?
Does he weep yet? Does he weep that our world is still filled with such darkness,
that there's violence and war and famine and people who are homeless and the
violence that happens and is perpetrated against others based on race or ethnicity?
Does he still weep that we haven't fully embraced what he does for us in being
resurrected from the dead in giving us new life? Or does he weep that in the
potential that maybe we're going to get there? And each one of us recommitting
ourselves to the gospel message of recognizing the dignity of all life, seeing all
persons as brothers and sisters created all of us in the image of our God, that
through our acknowledging and being willing to embrace the love of God shown
us that love go out from us to all that we meet. That just maybe, just maybe the
fulfillment of God's reign will come to be sooner than later.

1



And so we come here this Fifth Sunday of Lent, and we hear this gospel passage of
raising Lazarus from the dead, calling him out of the tomb, restoring his life. Now
once again, let's be clear. This was not a resurrection. This was a resuscitation.
Lazarus will yet die again. But do we come here in the awareness of this Fifth
Sunday that calls us to what we're about to celebrate in two weeks? The wonder of
our God's love shown us through Jesus Christ, that Jesus himself, God's own son,
the Christ, the one sent into the world to fulfill the will of God, that we be
redeemed; that our sins be forgiven; that we be given new life; and that we are
given eternal life with our God.

We come here and we pray. We pray for ourselves, that we may see Jesus truly the
Son of God, the Christ, the one sent; that we believe that through his love for us we
are redeemed; that we may have that conviction of faith that each one of us makes
a difference for our world to come to know that our God is a God of love, a God of
mercy, a God who is with us, a God who wants us to share in God's own eternal
life.

What we do this weekend is we continue our Lenten journey, ever mindful that
Jesus did indeed weep and that he weeps for us still, and that we look to the Easter
event that we may recommit ourselves to that love of God shown us through the
passion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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