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30 C 2022 

A few years ago during election season a politician up for re-

election decided to go out to the local reservation and try to get the 

Native American vote.  All the tribal leaders assembled in the 

Council Hall to hear his speech 

The guy worked up to his finale and the crowd seemed to be 

getting more and more excited.  “I promise better education 

opportunities for all, he said and the crowd went wild, shouting 

“Hoya, Hoya” 

The politician was a bit puzzled by the native word, but was 

encouraged by their enthusiasm, so he shouted.  “I promise 

gambling reforms to allow a Casino on your Reservation. Hoya! 

Hoya, cried the crowd stamping their feet.  

“I promise more social reforms and job opportunities for Native 

Americans he bellowed to the frenzied pitch of the shouting of 

Hoya! Hoya! Hoya! 

After the speech feeling rather good about himself the politician 

decided to stick around and take a little tour of the reservation and 

while doing so saw a tremendous herd of cattle grazing in a field 
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Since he was raised on a ranch he knew a bit about cattle and 

thinking he would impress them all the more asked the Chief if 

they could get closer to take look.  

“Sure,” the Chief said, “but be careful – don’t step in hoya. 

As we are in the throws of yet another long political season I 

thought it might be worthwhile today to talk about hypocrisy.  

Hypocrisy.   

Hypocrisy usually shows itself in two ways.  One way is the 

simple and direct reality that people do not practice what they 

preach.  That’s it.  That’s pure unadulterated hypocrisy.   

Jesus and others before and after him observed that such people 

say one thing and do another – often to the detriment of many 

others.  

The second way hypocrisy shows itself to be even more evil.  This 

is when people not only do not practice what they preach but don’t 

even believe what they preach.  They say things they don’t really 

believe, but for political or social reasons say them anyway.   

So, why would someone do such a thing?  Why would someone 

not practice what they preach and say things they don’t really 

believe?   
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Well, it all boils down to the fact that hypocrisy is a characteristic 

of pride.  It is pride that makes us lie.  It is pride that makes us say 

things for appearance’s sake, things we don’t personally believe in 

or practice.  

It is pride that makes us cover up our dark deeds with fine words. 

It is pride that wants the place of honor without honor.   

It is pride that wants the accolades, the title, the office without the 

integrity.   

It is pride that is behind hypocrisy and feeds hypocrisy.   

And I guess the worse kind of hypocrisy – even worse than 

political hypocrisy – is religious hypocrisy - which is why Jesus 

was so hard on the Pharisees, like the one in our Gospel today.   

The Pharisees, the religious leaders of their day.  It is worse 

because it is not expected from those who are officially religious – 

it is worse because it is usually so subtle. 

The late Cardinal Spellman’s biographer notes that the cardinal did 

many many good deeds in his lifetime, but one of his weaknesses 

was his pride.   
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In fact, the reason he would not support John F. Kennedy for 

President was his insistence that he, Cardinal Spellman, was the 

prominent Catholic in the United States, and he did not want 

anyone else around to compete with him.   

Or, in a different vein, there’s the story of the rabbi the cantor and 

the Jewish janitor.  The Days of Atonement came and as required, 

the rabbi stood in the synagogue and did the traditional gesture.  

He struck his breast and intoned three times, “I am nothing.  I am 

nothing. I am nothing.”  

Then the cantor took his turn.  In a well-modulated voice he sang, 

“I am nothing.  I am nothing.  I am nothing.”  Then the poor, 

humble janitor, observing this, also struck his breast and said, “I 

am nothing.  I am nothing. I am nothing.”   

And the rabbi turned and said to the cantor.  “Ha, look who thinks 

he’s nothing.” 

There is another reality that some people call hypocrisy, but it 

really isn’t and we ought to explore it because it’s more common 

than thought.   
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I am not referring to people who don’t practice what they preach or 

believe what they preach – again, they don’t practice what they 

preach or don’t believe what they preach.  I am referring to a kind 

of in-between gray area.  

I am referring to the person who practices what he or she preaches 

but not out of total conviction or maybe with minimal conviction 

and comfort.  This person keeps up appearances, says prayers, and 

goes to Mass routinely, not to deceive, but to search and ultimately 

to hope.   

Allow me to explain.  This is the person, let’s say, who has some 

genuine difficulty about their faith or the practice of their faith.  I 

am talking about intellectual problems or problems relating to 

feelings.  

It’s the kind of person who says, “How can I really prove that God 

exists? How can I believe in God who allows babies to be born 

with disabilities?  How can God mean anything to me, or going to 

Mass mean anything to me since I lost my dad or my child?  Since 

my spouse left me?  Since my prayers for so many, many years 

have gone unanswered.   
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I pray, such as it is, but it’s like I’m talking to myself. I go through 

the motions, I go to church.  I receive Communion but I’m not sure 

anymore.  What am I doing here?  I’m empty, dried up.  Where is 

God when I need him? I feel like a hypocrite.  

But this, my friends, is different.  This is not the pride of 

hypocrisy.  This is searching, this is exploring, this is questioning, 

and this is wondering which all have an honorable place in 

Catholic tradition.   

This is the discipline of someone keeping up appearances, not to 

deceive, but to test; not to win applause, but to win some kind of 

sign from God that He is there and really cares.   

This is the journey of the spiritually numb hoping for a thaw.  This 

is the dull routine of fidelity to the practice of the faith when the 

practice says nothing at the moment.  This is the quiet, joyless duty 

of people going through the traditional “dark night of the soul.”  

Such people are not hypocrites.  They are seeking the truth.  They 

are beloved of God who is with them on their personal Calvary.        

These people are not hypocrites.  They are not full or pride. If 

anything, they are full of humility.  They are in a word - faithful.   
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Not for them will Jesus shout out “Hypocrites! because they say 

one thing and feel another.   

No, for them His word will be: “The ones who humbled 

themselves will be exalted – enter into the joy of the Lord, my 

good and faithful servants.”    

    


