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32nd Sunday  

An old Priest was dying.  He sent a message for his doctor and his 

lawyer, both of whom belonged to his parish, to come to his home. 

When they arrived they were ushered up to his bedroom.  As they 

entered the room, the priest held out his hands and motioned for 

them to sit on each side of the bed.   

One at his right and one at his left. The priest grasped their hands, 

sighed contentedly, and stared at the ceiling. 

For a time, no one said anything.  Both the doctor and the lawyer 

were touched and flattered that the old priest would ask them to be 

with him during his final moments.   

They were also puzzled however, because the priest had never 

given them any indication that he particularly liked either one of 

them. 

Finally, the lawyer couldn’t stand it any longer and asked, “Father, 

why did you ask the two of us to come?” 

The old priest mustered up some strength, lifted his head and said 

weakly, “Jesus died between two thieves… and that’s how I want 

go too.” 
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Death and dying are not very popular subjects of conversation.  We 

can joke about it, but most of us would rather not think about it.  In 

our culture death is the enemy - sickness, suffering and loss are not 

considered necessary to a meaningful life.  And for most of us – 

for most of our lives, our own death is distant and abstract.  

But what happens to us when we die?  Is this all there is?  Is death 

simply the end? If there is life after death what is it like?  These are 

questions for perpetual reflection and revision. 

We all know no matter what our age, that we are sinking toward 

death.  Our living is by nature a slow dying.  As the narrator in Jim 

Crace’s novel Being Dead puts it, “Our births are just the 

gateways to our deaths.” 

Being Christian with the gift of faith - believing that on the other 

side of the gateway to death - God is waiting with open arms - 

makes is incredibly easier for us to deal with death than those who 

believe in nothing - but to face death is still a dreaded assignment – 

death is a jarring event – there is nothing in life so strong and so 

final.  
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So I guess the ultimate question is: how real can death be for us as 

we go about the business of living our lives?  

Well, of course, I don’t’ pretend to have all the answers, but I 

would like to offer to you a few thoughts on the matter.   

And the first of those is that we, as Christians can take comfort and 

consolation from the promising words of St. Paul in today’s second 

reading.   

He says: “May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, 

who has loved us and given us everlasting encouragement and 

good hope through his grace, encourage your hearts in every good 

deed and word – he will strengthen you and guard you from the 

evil one.  And may the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God 

and to the endurance of Christ.”  

The reason Paul wrote such things and the reason we read such 

things is to remind us that even though we Christians die like 

everyone else – “our God is not the God of the dead, but of the 

living.”  

He is the God of people who live.  Our God loves us so much and 

wants to fulfill all our hope and dreams so much that he defeated 

the power of evil, sin, and death by raising His Son Jesus Christ to 

new life.  God did this for you.  God did this for me. 
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And for that reason none of us need fear nor fret – for when we die 

we will share in that new life.  This is our future.  This is our 

destiny.   

And speaking of our promised destiny, it might also help us 

alleviate our fear of death if we rid ourselves of those images of 

what heaven is like that we’ve picked up over the years. 

You know the ones - like sitting at the right hand of God’s throne 

dressed in white robes and playing elevator “muzak” on golden 

harps.  BORING!   

That’s not much to look forward to in my book.  Who, but perhaps 

a few, would want to do that for all eternity?  

These and all other such poetic images of heaven and heavenly life 

are well meaning, but are not meant to be taken literally.   

Rather, about all we can say with any real assurance is that in 

heaven we shall be as absolutely happy as we are capable of being  

Again, we shall be as absolutely happy as we are capable of being 

– far far far beyond any sort of happiness we can attain here - 

because we shall be in the presence of our loving God.   
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Heaven is God’s best-kept secret, God’s special surprise for us.  

Whatever it will be, the God who loves us wants us to be a part of 

it – to look forward to it - to welcome and embrace it when the 

time comes. 

And finally the third thing that I think we might do to help 

alleviate ourselves of the fear of death is to prepare for it.  

Preparing for our death is very important – not just in having an up 

to date will or buying our cemetery plot and pre-arranging our 

funeral – but to use each day of our lives to prepare spiritually for 

this very important event. 

How many times have you heard, “as you live, so shall you die?”   

Well, it’s rather a dichotomy – but the sooner we learn that our 

time here on earth is not so much for our enjoyment as it is to get 

ready for the everlasting life of heaven – the happier we will be.  

The sooner we learn that we must live a life of faith and hope in 

Christ on earth - deserving of life everlasting in heaven - the more 

contented we will be.   

The quicker we learn that we must love God with our whole being 

and love our neighbors as ourselves – to realize and support the 

dignity of every human life - the more peaceful and tranquil we 

will be. 
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And when we learnt all that it certainly does not mean we 

shouldn’t and couldn’t have a heck of good time while living here 

on earth. 

It is a truism “as you live so shall you die.”  And the challenge 

before us as a people – like the challenge before all created beings  

- is to keep our mortality - our death at a reasonable distance, 

neither totally out of sight nor constantly in sharp focus.   

And as we make our way through life and contemplate our death.  

Jesus Christ does not offer us a faith that answers every possible 

question.  

He does, however, give us a faith by which to live every day and a 

faith by which to die one day.   

This faith prepares us for the joys of heaven, not by worrying 

about the details but by sharing God’s life and love, here and now  

- today, tomorrow, forever. 

 


