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3 Advent A 2022 

The man in the shadows waited pretty much until the family had 

the car loaded up – checked everything -- and pulled out of the 

driveway for the trip to Grandmothers house for Christmas.  

The man in the shadows waited – waited until it was dark and then 

went to the front door of the house and rang the bell.  When there 

was no answer, this man - seasoned burglar that he was - had no 

trouble picking the lock and getting inside.   

As a precaution he called out into the darkness.  Is anybody 

home?”  And was stunned when he heard a voice reply, “I see you, 

and Jesus sees you.” 

Startled for a moment the burglar called out, “Who’s here?”  And 

again the voice came back, “I see you, and Jesus sees you.”  So the 

burglar switched on his flashlight and pointed it toward the 

direction of the voice and was immediately relieved to see a caged 

parrot who recited once more, “I see you, and Jesus sees you.”   

He laughed to himself and then went to the wall and threw on the 

light switch.  But then he saw it.  Beneath the parrot’s cage was a 

huge Doberman Pinscher.  And the parrot calmly said, “Attack 

Jesus Attack!” 
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On this third Sunday of Advent we are invited to laugh a little and 

celebrate and rejoice a lot for the kingdom of God is at hand.  

Yes, the Kingdom of God it at hand?  But, where is the Kingdom?  

Just one look at our world with its war in the Ukraine, unrest in the 

Middle East, inflation, crime, fear, poverty – the list goes on. 

Where is this kingdom Jesus came to bring?  Why celebrate, why 

rejoice? 

Just one look at our own personal lives – the anger, the hurt, the 

tragedies, the disappointments, the losses, the confusion – and we 

ask - where is the kingdom Jesus came to bring?  Why celebrate, 

why rejoice? 

Where is the Kingdom – where is Jesus?  

Ask guess what? In our Gospel today John the Baptist asked the 

very same questions.  He asks Jesus whether He is the one who is 

to come or should we look for another?   

And the answer John receives, an answer, not a direct one - but a 

powerful one is; “Go and tell what you hear and see; the blind 

regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 

the dead are raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to 

them.”   
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You see, John’s problem was much like ours today – There was so 

much bad news everywhere and he concentrated so much on 

horrors of life that he wasn’t able to recognize Jesus and see His 

Kingdom at work in the world.  

Remember, at this time John is in prison and knows only the bad 

news: the tragedies and crimes and squalor of his fellow prisoners, 

and too much bad news distorts reality. 

And I am afraid, my friends, that we are in the same position.  We 

are in the same position – too much bad news has distorted reality.   

We are inundated with bad news.  We are practically forced to 

acknowledge and concentrate on life’s horrors as our daily diet.   

It is no wonder we ask of Jesus: Where are you in all this mess?  

Where is your kingdom?  Count me in with John the Baptist – I 

have my doubts about you.  There is very little in this world to 

makes us want to celebrate and rejoice. 

But I suggest that we, like John, are the victims of too much bad 

news and that’s why we ask such questions - that is why we make 

such statements – that is  why we have such doubt.   
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But I also tell you Jesus’ answer still stands.  Which comes down 

to “Take time to look at the good news and you will find Jesus and 

you will discover His Kingdom and that will make you celebrate 

and rejoice. 

Right now as I speak to you, there are endless, daily routine 

instances of the blind seeing.  Think of the countless religious 

education teachers letting in the light of the Gospel across the 

world.   

Think of the thousands of Catholic schools that are educating 

hundreds of thousands of children through dedicated staff and 

teachers. There are still converts joining our Church 

Once more, millions of the lame are walking, hanging on the arms 

of nurses and doctors all over the world.   

The deaf are hearing the word of God from priests, religious and 

lay people who surround the globe.  The dead are raised to life as 

people recover from addictions, accidents, illness, and depression 

at the hands of innumerable counselors – at the hands of 

firefighters, the police, emergency technicians and therapists.  

The poor have the good news proclaimed to them by the way of 

comfort, care and aid. 
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Yes, everyday works of mercy are being carried out in hundreds of 

millions of ways, but they seldom make the news.  Plain ole virtue 

seldom does.  Why, look around in this building this evening (this 

morning). Look how you love your children, provide for their 

needs.   

Look how you care for one another and are there to support one 

another – especially in times of need. Look at the people you feed 

by donating food to the poor in our area.  Look at the countless 

charities you so generously support.    

Unfortunately, very unfortunately we take this all for granted 

because it is what we are suppose to do. Of course, there’s the 

hitch.  We take these things for granted because it’s what we are 

supposed to do.   

I have always maintained, for example, that all parents are 

guaranteed to get to heaven.  Remember, there is only one place in 

the entire Gospel where Jesus gives the criteria of who gets to 

heaven.  It’s in Matthew 25.   

“When I was hungry you gave me food, when I was thirsty you 

gave me something to drink, when I was ill you took care of me.  

And so on.  Just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 

members of my family you did it to me. Enter into the joy of 

heaven.   
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Parents can’t escape these things.  Which is why I said that all 

parents are guaranteed to get to heaven.  “Mom, what’ll I wear? – 

there’s counseling the confused.  “Dad will you help me with my 

homework?” – there's instructing the ignorant.   

The 2:00am bottle – that’s giving drink to the thirsty.  Changing 

diapers – that’s clothing the naked.  Preparing meals – there’s 

feeding the hungry.  The cat died – there’s burying the dead.  “And 

are you still in the bathroom?” – that’s visiting the imprisoned.  

“Well,” you say, “I have to do these things.  It’s my job, my duty, 

my responsibility – it is what I am suppose to do.”   -- As if that 

made it less wonderful.  As if that made it less meritorious.  As if 

that made it less the fulfillment of Jesus’ criteria for heaven.   

But my point is - these things go on all the time. We take them for 

granted because they are what we are suppose to do - but they are 

without doubt -- visible, tangible, actual signs that the kingdom of 

God is here.  That goodness does abound.  That love is given and 

received.  That people are faithful and good deeds are common. 
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So on this third weekend in Advent heed Jesus’ warning; don’t let 

the daily diet of bad news trip you up or get you down.   When we 

look around at a world that is seemingly out of control, we all have 

our doubts at times and side with John.  It’s only human to do so.  

Where is the Kingdom of God?  Where is Jesus in all this mess” 

we ask. 

Well, the Kingdom of God is indeed at hand – Jesus is indeed right 

here among us today.  Every day, the blind see, the lame walk, the 

deaf hear, the dead rise, and the poor have the Good News 

proclaimed to them.   

Right now and every day we have many many many reasons to 

celebrate and rejoice.  

    


