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14 C 2022 

It has been said that while creating husbands, God promised women that 

good and ideal – even perfect - husbands would be found in all corners 

of the world.   

And then he made the world round. 

I have never been married nor ever will be, but I have done enough 

counseling and so no as a priest to have learned that there comes a time 

for every newly married couple when the honeymoon is definitely over.   

The end generally signals an awakening from inflated romantic 

fantasies.  With the awakening comes the discovery that one’s spouse is 

not perfect, cannot satisfy all one’s expectations and has characteristics 

and behaviors that may never have been suspected before. 

It is at this point that real marriage begins.  It is here that a mature 

approach to marriage is adopted or not.  Partners may skirt the issue of 

approaching marriage more maturely by trying to manipulate each other 

to fit idealized expectations, but this usually results in disappointment 

and failure.   

I believe what the couple needs to realize is that the ending of the 

honeymoon is actually a gift, a reality check, an encouragement to rise 

to a new way of being with a real person – in a real relationship.  
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Paul faces much the same issue in his letter to the Galatians where he 

addresses the practice of the Christian way of life.  Being human, we 

generally like to fuss over the details of living that way.   

What is allowed and what is not?  What rituals are licit and what are 

illicit?  Which commandments are more important and which are less?  

What is needed to become a Christian and what prevents someone from 

becoming one? 

The trouble with fussing over the details is that we can become lost in 

them and miss the picture - Paul recognizes this.  He tells the Galatians 

“For neither does circumcision mean anything, nor does un-

circumcision, but only a new creation.” What is important for a Christian 

is to embrace a whole new way of life.  

Becoming a “new creation” essentially means we not only give up an 

old way of living but that we approach the Christian way of living more 

maturely.   

This means that we take our spiritual development seriously and embark 

on our spiritual journey from an adult point of view.  This usually entails 

forsaking many sentimental and idealized notions about religion we may 

have picked up as children.  
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We may still have childish notions about God, the purpose of life, and 

what is essential to the Christian way of living.  Many of us may look 

upon God, for example, as a “Sugar Daddy” in the sky, and become 

angry and disillusioned with religion when God doesn’t give us 

everything we want - when we want it.  

Others may see God as an old man with a long white beard sitting on a 

throne in heaven watching and waiting for us to mess up and commit a 

sin so that he can punish us.  

What matters is that we become a “new creation” that we embrace 

religion as responsible adults.   

We do not join a church to avoid responsibility for our salvation but to 

accept it. 

Our objective in parish life should not be only to have our own personal 

spiritual needs met, but to discover ways that we can meet the needs of 

others.  

We join a community of fellow believers not to gain respectability but to 

enter the mystery of oneness we share in the Spirit.  

We do not demand changes in our brothers and sisters in the faith but 

support them as we grow together as a loving people.  
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Over the next couple of days as we celebrate the values and principles of 

being an American you may want to take some time to do a reality check 

on your current religious values and principles of being a Christian.   

How do you demonstrate a mature Christian life?  

Are you more concerned with church governance – who is the pope –

who is the bishop – who is the priest? 

Are you more concerned with church controversies, architecture, 

decorations, or ritual details rather than being as loving as you can be? 

Are your hands routinely out stretched to get, or to give?   

Do you accept Jesus as the Lord of your life and are you willing to be of 

service to others?  

Jesus loved little children, but he dealt with adults.   

In the Gospel for today he sends his disciples on a mission.  He does the 

same thing with us today - it should be obvious to us by now that it is 

not going to be child’s play.   


