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18 C 2022 

During a week in which millions of people including myself 

bought mega millions lottery tickets in hope of winning 1.2 billion 

dollars we find that the central theme throughout out Scriptures for 

today is greed! 

In our first Reading Qoheleth queries:  “For what profit comes to 

man from all the toil and anxiety of heart with which he has 

labored under the sun?”   

St Paul counsels the Colossians:  “Put to death, then, the parts of 

you that are earthly; immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 

the greed that is idolatry.”  

In the Gospel, Jesus seems almost perturbed by the request for him 

to settle a family squabble over inheritance.  He warns: ”Take care 

to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life 

does not consist of possessions.” And “Thus will it be for all who 

store up treasure for themselves but are not rich in what matters to 

God.” 

So it doesn’t take the mind of Einstein to realize that the message 

throughout is clear - greed is bad- greed is to be avoided.  Yes, this 

seems very clear and yet the question arises: How does one 

determine what is more than one needs or can legitimately use?   
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How do we avoid greed?  How do we avoid the fact that no matter 

how big our bank account, no matter the size of our portfolio, no 

matter the soundness of our retirement investments, it never seems 

enough to give us peace of mind and heart? How do we know if we 

have too much wealth?   

Our perception of what are necessities and what is excessive 

wealth can very from century to century and from continent to 

continent.   

Most of us – if not all of us - in here this morning do not consider 

ourselves wealthy.  Yet, compared to most people in the world 

today, we live very comfortable lives.   

We are not worried if we are going to be able to eat today or if we 

will have a safe place to sleep tonight.  In truth we are richer than 

most other people in the world. 

What we consider a necessity would have been considered a luxury 

for our grandparents.  What is considered bare essentials in our 

society are viewed as frivolous extravagance elsewhere.   

But what Jesus is talking about in the Gospel has less to do with 

the size of a bank account or the square footage of a home than 

with the attitude of the heart.  He teaches in the Gospel, “One’s life 

does not consist of possessions.”   
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The rich man in the first reading is possessed by his possessions.  

He was convinced that he needed them for happiness and that he 

could never possibly have enough. 

The wealth that Jesus is criticizing here is a desire for the things of 

this world that robs the mind of peace - and the heart from 

recognizing the greater need of those around us.   

What He warns is that the desire for wealth and the things of this 

world can become a poison that deprives us of authentic and 

enduring happiness.  Such greed is idolatry because the things of 

this world have displaced God from his rightful place in our hearts 

and in our minds.  

Therefore, Jesus tells us that we should be working to become rich 

in the matters of God rather than rich with the things of this world.  

So then more questions arise: What does it mean to rich in the 

matters of God?  How does one become rich in the matters of 

God?       

Being rich in the matters of God means first of all having God 

where He belongs in our lives.  The person rich in the matters of 

God has placed God first in his or her life.   
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It begins by acknowledging that everything – absolutely everything  

- has its source in God, everything except sin is His creation.  It 

means recognizing whatever we seemingly possess – life, health, 

family, friends, food, clothing, housing, medical care, education, 

job opportunities – actually all comes from God. They are all His 

gifts to us.   

In addition, the person rich in the matters of God has a grateful 

heart rather than a grasping hand.  The person rich in the matters of 

God is not overwhelmed with anxiety and worry, but trusts that the 

God who has provided in so many ways in the past will not 

abandon us in the present moment or in future years. 

Does this mean the person rich in the matters of God does not 

work hard, or put forth a good effort because they figure God will 

take care of everything anyway?  Not at all!   

The person rich in the matters of God has even more energy to 

bring to every aspect of life.  The person rich in the matters of God 

is not driven by worry and anxiety but by a profound gratitude that 

desires to use all of their gifts and abilities to the “max” in order to 

give God glory. 

Being rich in the matters of God inevitably means that we are 

looking for ways to share the gifts He has given to us with others.  
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The person rich in the matters of God does not focus solely on 

satisfying every want and desire, before considering the needs of 

others.   

The person rich in matters of God – strives to give to God first – 

not just the meager leftovers – not the just the leftover time, the 

leftover talent, the left over treasure.  

In fact, if we have become rich in the matters of God, it may 

appear that we are giving until it requires some sacrifice on our 

part – we are giving until it hurts.   In reality, we are giving until it 

feels good.  

So in the end for some of us to become rich, means acknowledging 

that whatever successes we enjoy and whatever things we possess, 

are all God’s gift to us.  It requires us to open our hearts to be filled 

with a profound gratitude for God’s goodness to us. 

For some, God is asking us to begin returning to Him the first 

fruits of our labors for the building up of His kingdom and to help 

those in need. It means realizing that the leftovers are not adequate 

for any of us to express our gratitude to God for all the He has 

done for us.  
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For others, it means surrendering the worries and anxieties that 

burden our hearts and minds.  It means entrusting our lives to 

God’s providential love.  

For some, God is asking us to open our eyes and hearts to 

recognize the opportunities He is giving us to share the gift of faith 

with others.  It means seizing those opportunities to share what is 

most precious - giving them the opportunity to – yes you got it by 

now - grow rich in the matters of God.    


