
 1 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Kathleen Murphy was standing vigil over her husband’s death bed. 

As she held his hand, her wet tears ran silently down her face, 

splashed onto his face, and roused him from his slumber. He 

looked up and his pale lips began to move slightly. 

“My darling Kathleen,” he whispered. “Hush, my love,” she said, 

“Go back to sleep” 

But he was insistent. “Kathleen,” he said in his tired voice. “I have 

to talk. I have something I must confess to you.”  

“There is nothing to confess,” replied the weeping Kathleen. “It’s 

all right Everything’s all right go to sleep now.” 

“No, no. I must die in peace Kathleen. I had an affair with your 

sister and your best friend.” 

Kathleen mustered a pained smile and stroked his hand.  

“Hush now Patrick, don’t torment yourself. I know all about it. 

“Why do you think I poisoned you?”  

When Jesus asks us in today’s Gospel, "Do you think that I have 

come to establish peace on the earth?” we think we know that 

answer right a way – an emphatic and positive “Yes” 
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But just like Kathleen surprised her husband, Jesus surprised us by 

answering his own question with a startling No! “No, I tell you, but 

rather division.”  

He then proceeds to justify his response by describing the division 

he says he has come to establish. And again like the couple in my 

story, he is obviously talking about division in a family: father 

against son and son against father, mother against daughter and 

daughter against mother and so on and on.  He’s not preaching 

peace but rather discord, disturbance, disruption and division.  

So what then are we to believe – are we to believe in peace or 

division. Today’s Gospel plainly comes down on the division side. 

And the fact of the matter is, peace may very well be the purpose 

or Jesus’ preaching teaching and healing.  But division is often 

enough the result of his work.   

Again and again the Gospels not only describe the peace Jesus 

taught but also the opposition and hostility generated by His words 

and deeds.   

For example, at his inaugural appearance in his own hometown of 

Nazareth the people who heard his sermon got so angry they drove 

him out of town and tried to kill him by throwing him over a cliff. 
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Ultimately, as we know, this opposition and hostility reached its 

catastrophic climax with shouts of, “Crucify him! Crucify him! as 

they sneered and jeered at him on the cross. 

And we would have to be very naïve my friends, if we did not 

recognize in our world today the divisions that continue this theme 

of Jesus’ life.   

The rich and the poor are drastically divided.  The liberals and 

conservatives both in Church and State are divided.  The 

Democrats, the Republicans, the Independents, and the none 

affiliated, Antifa, and all the others groups are divided.   

The different races of people are divided. Neighborhoods and cities 

are divided.  The old, the middle aged the young are divided.  Men 

are divided from women and women from men.  Churches are 

divided and re-divided and divided over and over again. 

And as Jesus literally points out today, families are divided – 

parent against parent, parent against children, children against 

parent, children against children and even wife against a husband.  

We may say we strive for peace, but we seem to thrive on division.  
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So is division our true destiny? Is it our fate to live in a fractured 

and fragmented world, state, church, neighborhood and family?  Is 

there no other hope? 

Take a look at today’s second reading.  There we find the answers 

and are told, so simply and so directly.  “Brothers and Sisters; 

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud, let us rid ourselves of 

every burden and sin that clings to us and persevere in running the 

race that lies before us while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus.”  

Keep our eyes fixed on Jesus.  If we “keep our eyes fixed on 

Jesus” we regain our strength and strengthen our hearts. 

If we “keep our eyes fixed on Jesus” we have hope because we 

know his words in today’s Gospel about discord and disturbance, 

disruption and division are not his final words.   

No, he saves his best words -- his best words about peace and 

harmony, unity and order until last so that we will see that his 

ultimate mission is to heal the division that separate us – his 

ultimate mission is to bring us all together as living, loving, united 

members of one family.  
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For if we “keep our eyes fixed on Jesus” we can recall His words 

at the Last Supper: “I leave you peace; my peace I give to you.”   

We remember his first greeting as the Risen Lord to his fearful 

disciples: “Peace be with you.”  

We relive this peace during our Eucharistic celebration today and 

we leave this place in that peace “to love and serve the Lord.” 

Yes, even in these long hot dog days of summer, when we “keep 

our eyes fixed on Jesus” we see, we recall, we remember, we relive 

the peace of which the Christmas angels will soon sing: Glory to 

God in the highest and peace to his people on earth!  

       


