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23rd Sunday – C 

This Gospel reading captures an important moment in Jesus’ life.  

He begins his work in Galilee, in the north, and then starts a long 

journey southward to Jerusalem.  This journey last for ten chapters 

in Luke.   

It is there, on that journey, that we have the great parables about 

what it means to be a disciple, what it means to follow Christ.  And 

people followed Him in droves.  Big crowds. Huge throngs.  They 

followed him wherever he went. 

When Jesus spoke about the self-centered rich people who refused 

to follow Him the crowds cheered Him on.   

When Jesus criticized the Pharisees and called them painted tombs 

that looked great on the outside but were rotten inside, the people 

loved it.   

When Jesus spoke out against the legalistic, nit-picking scribes, they 

thought He was great. 

 When Jesus pointed His finger at evil out there, they said, “Right 

On.” 

But now, Jesus stops.  He is face to face with the crowd – not the 

rich, not the scribes or Pharisees, but the crowds who came along.  
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And He says, “Now what about you?  Are you ready to follow me?  

Are you willing to carry a cross?”   

He looked at them, they looked back at Him and there was silence.  

And for some people today, that silence remains.  They don’t say, 

“No” and they don’t say, “Yes.”  For some people that silence lasts a 

lifetime.  

People would follow Jesus but without the cross, without personal 

costs, without sacrifice.  Yet, the cross is the proving ground of our 

discipleship.  It is where we show our fidelity, our loyalty to Christ.  

Like the crowds, we can be fans of Jesus.  He had wonderful things 

to says, great stories, beautiful words that we can quote.  But the call 

is not to just listen to those great stories and quote those beautiful 

words but to follow Him, to follow Him with our cross. 

We all have a cross.  It obviously is not a wooden one like that of 

Calvary.  But there is the cross of family problems, an illness, 

troubling or troubled persons that we need to deal with.   

It can be a personality burden like anger or jealously that we have.   

It can be responsibilities we have or the cross of trying to deal with 

an addiction.   

Every cross is unique.  Our cross is like our fingerprint.  No two are 

exactly alike.   
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People may have the same illness the same responsibilities and same 

addiction, but they experience them differently, uniquely, 

personally.  Carrying our cross is our way, our different, unique and 

very personal way of showing our fidelity to Christ.    

There are other crosses we carry besides our personal ones.  There 

are crosses generated in the world in which we live.  The past 

century has produced many crosses people have had to endure.   

World War I, then the Great Depression, then World War II, 

followed by Korea, Vietnam, and the half-century threat of atheistic 

Communism. And now the threat here in the United States to 

anything and everything that has to do with Christianity.  

Carrying this cross requires our being united as a people and 

remaining the kind of community that made our nation great and a 

beacon of hope to the world.   

There is another kind of cross we carry as a Church.  That is the 

cross of handing on the Faith to the next generation.  It is never 

easy.  The culture around us has never made it easy.   

Yet, seed was sown that fell on good ground and produced the 

Religious communities, the Catholic Schools and Religious 

Education Programs of today.  
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It produced US the people who come to Mass today.  Someone took 

on the cross of transmitting the Faith and sowed the seed that 

produced us.  

The cross is part of everyone’s life. Our personal cross, the cross of 

the times in which we live, and the cross of handing on the Faith are 

all part of each and every one of our lives.   

We can stare at the cross – arms folded, complain about it, curse it, 

ignore it, deny it, or follow Jesus by carrying it as faithfully as we 

can.    

Commenting and talking about the cross doesn’t bring salvation.  

Carrying it as a faithful Christian does.  Each Mass is our chance to 

break the silence that follows Jesus’ question about whether or not 

we are willing to carry our cross and follow Him.  Each Mass is our 

chance to pick up our cross with Christ and for Christ.  

Today, we are walking with Christ either as a crowd of fans or as 

committed disciples.  It is one or the other.  The fans will hear and 

sing about new life in Him.   

Only the disciples will know the power and peace and glory of that 

new life that comes from not only walking with Him, but with 

carrying our cross with Him, whatever that cross may be.  
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Your cross – my cross traces our unique path by which we follow 

the Lord.   

Your cross – my cross is how we come to spiritual maturity and 

changes us in a very personal way from a fan of Christ into a 

disciple. 


