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24 C 2022 

A teenage boy had just passed his driving test and asked his father 

when he could start using the family car.  

The father’s response was; “You bring your grades up to a B 

average, study your bible, and get your hair cut, then we’ll talk 

about the car.” 

The boy thought for moment and decided he’d settle for the offer. 

A few weeks later they were discussing the issue again and the 

father mentioned to the son, ”Son, I ‘m proud of you, you brought 

your grades up and you’ve been studying your bible, but I notice 

you haven’t had your hair cut. 

“You know Dad” the boy answered, “I’ve noticed in the Bible that 

Samson had long hair, Moses had long hair, there is even strong 

evidence that Jesus had long hair.”  

And his Dad replied, “Did you also notice they all walked 

everywhere they went?   
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Whether, it’s about grades, reading the bible, long hair or an 

endless array of other things - one of our favorite things to do is to 

try and change people – try and change people.  We generally and 

sincerely believe we know what is best for everybody.   

It is especially difficult watching someone we love throw their life 

away in an unhealthy relationship, or in an addiction, or in missing 

an opportunity for improvement because they won’t see the 

obvious, take our advice and do what we say.   

We are good people - no doubt about it - noble in our intentions in 

wanting to help others avoid unnecessary dangers and difficulties 

in their lives – if only they would listen to us. 

And so our hearts go out to the father of the prodigal son in the 

Gospel reading today.  The young man wants to break away from 

the constraints of home and family and abruptly asks his father to 

give him his whole inheritance.   

The son then, as we heard, goes off to squander it on wine, women 

and song and soon finds himself utterly destitute - eating pig slop.   

Couldn’t have all this pain been avoided if the son had “changed” 

– instead of running away? 

Well? Probably   yes.  
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But this parable of the prodigal son is a compelling story of 

forgiveness and is often interpreted as an example of how God – 

with great love - forgives us when we don’t want to change and 

mess up.   

Note that the father of the prodigal son didn’t refuse his son’s 

request for the inheritance – as he had every right to do.  No, he 

did not ridicule and browbeat him into remaining at home or 

threaten him with the dire consequences of messing-up if he left.    

The father simply let him go – he did not try to change his son’s 

intentions, foolish as they were. 

As a result, he went off and learned his lessons from experience.  

He enjoyed the good life for a while, but soon suffered from his 

debauchery and decadence and discovered how good he had it 

back home. 

Which was not the case of the other son – the older son who 

obviously didn’t appreciate how good he had it.  Full of anger and 

resentment, all he did was moan and groan and complain to his 

father because he did not receive special treatment for being the 

so-called “good son.” 
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As I said before, we want what’s best for those we love, and it is 

very tempting to try to change them and control their lives, but in 

actuality it is impossible to change people until they are ready. 

As a matter of fact and truth be known, we cannot change other 

people at all; when they are ready for change - they will change. 

In the same way we can not live other people’s lives for them and 

often all we can do is support them with our love and hope they 

learn their lessons without suffering too much or doing too much 

harm to themselves or others.  

Isn’t this the lesson of the prodigal son?  Isn’t this the way God is 

with us?  God lets us make our mistakes, and learn from them, 

even if we have to do it the hard way.   

God who supports us with love, is willing to wait patiently until we 

are ready to correct our ways, and then always welcomes us back 

with joy and who knows? May even throw a party.  

And on the other side of the coin. No matter how good our 

intentions – we cannot define someone else’s “own good.”  No 

matter how good our intentions we must allow people to own their 

own lives, and own their own mistakes.   
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No matter how good our intentions – no matter how much we love 

someone, we cannot make them learn what they need to learn on 

their own – in their own way - in their own time. 

In the end, my friends, I believe that all we can do and should do - 

is give them the encouragement, the support and the unconditional 

love that God gives us.  

 

    

   


