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2nd Sunday - A 

Her husband had been slipping in and out of a coma for several 

weeks, yet his faithful wife stayed by his bedside every single day. 

When he came to, he motioned for her come nearer.  As she sat by 

him, he said, “You know what?  You have been with me all 

through the bad times.  When I got fired from my job, you were 

there to support me.   

When the business I started failed, you were there.  When I was in 

the car accident and totaled the car, you were there with me.  When 

they foreclosed on the house, you gave me support.  When my 

health failed you are still by my side. 

You know what? 

“What dear?” she asked gently. 

I think you’re bad luck!” Go away!   

That little story reminds of the age old saying, “familiarity, breeds 

contempt.”  I have found over the years that that indeed can be 

true.  Familiarity does breed contempt.   

And our familiarity with today’s Gospel which we have heard year 

after year causes us to sometimes miss the impact of what the 

prophet, John the Baptist, is saying.   
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In reality he is saying something very new, very novel, although 

we have become so accustomed to hearing it that is passes over our 

heads. John declares, “Here is the Lamb of God” and then he adds 

a job description: “Who takes away the sins of the world.” 

Well, there’s lots of “sins of the world” in every age and what 

takes them away according to conventional wisdom – or is 

supposed to – are mighty programs, powerful reforms, or the threat 

of dire penalties. 

A case in point.  In the 1920’s the “sin of the world” was alcohol 

and its related evils.  To take away this sin the government 

introduced Prohibition.  It would make the country a better place.   

And so, as you recollect, the plan was to prohibit the sale and use 

of alcohol not only by law, but also by constitutional amendment.   

The belief was that without alcohol, industry would be more 

productive, the country would be more prosperous, drunkenness 

would end, wife-beating would stop, child abuse would disappear, 

and poverty would be eliminated. 
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And so the political movement that introduced Prohibition was 

built around the theme of “Save the Children” And the movement 

swept over the nation as state after state voted to amend the 

constitution.  And at first alcoholism did go down and productivity 

did go up and society did benefit.  But only at first. 

Then the bootleggers and the rumrunners appeared.  The 

speakeasies took over; the mob moved in.  There were terrible 

street wars and murders and general mayhem.  

Corruption became so widespread that the law became a joke.  The 

bootleggers even began to operate in schoolyards, selling to 

children, and recruiting them to deliver the illegal booze. 

So the campaign for repeal began and again the slogan was “Let’s 

Repeal Prohibition to Save the Children.”  

And then state after state voted that the Eighteenth Amendment 

should be removed from the U.S. Constitution and in 1933 

Prohibition was repealed.  Prohibition, the powerful program to 

take away the sins of the world, failed. 

Communism was to take away the world’s sin of poverty and 

inequality  but for seventy years the top-ranking “equal” comrades 

got richer and richer while millions of people were massacred in 

the drive “to make life better” before it collapsed. 
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In the United States, the civil rights movement was to take away 

the sin of racism and many laws struck a blow for the equality of 

races, but every day we learn that racism is far from dead.   

The sexual revolution was supposed to take away the sins of 

repression and puritanism, but wound up giving us new diseases, 

unwanted and abused babies, and a massive abortion industry.     

My point is that it is no small thing to come along and proclaim 

that something or SOMEONE will take away the sins of the world.  

It’s been tried time after time after time and hasn’t worked. John 

the Baptist, it would seem is a dreamer like all the rest.     

But notice what John does not say, He does not say, “Behold the 

Lion of God who takes away the sins of the world; our strong 

ferocious leader who will fight and conquest evil by force.”   

Instead John Says, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sins of the world.” 

It is a message that self-sacrifice and self-discipline and self-

responsibility grounded in faith will take away the sins of the 

world.  It’s the meek who will inherit Earth.   
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It’s the little lambs - those lambs of God - the little people of 

principle, honesty and integrity who will conquer sin and take it 

away.   

Not in the huge lion type programs, projects, and processes - as 

helpful and well-intentioned as they may be.  

Ultimately the battleground is in the heart and that’s where Jesus 

shines – John had it right. 

 “Behold,” he said, referring to Jesus, “It’s the Lamb of God who 

will make the difference – the one who will silently turn the other 

cheek, pray for one’s enemies – the one who gives their coat when 

asked for a shirt - go two miles when asked for one.   

This is the Lamb who says, learn from me for I am meek and 

humble of heart.  This is the Lamb, who lays down his life for his 

friends whose weakness is his strength. 

That’s John’s message – his bold novel proclamation.  Salvation, 

my friends, will not come from society’s lions.  Salvation will 

come from Christ’s lambs.   

 

 


