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The Parish of 

ST. CHRISTOPHER & ST. SYLVIA 

Red Hook, New York      www.stchrisredhook.org 

 January 2, 2022                              T� E������� �� �� L��� �

Welcome! 

M�����               �

 Saturday 

9:00 AM & 5:00 PM (Vigil) 

Sunday 

7:30 AM, 9:00 AM (Family Mass),  

11:00 AM 

Monday, Tuesday,           

Thursday, Friday 

9:00 AM 

(No Wednesday Mass) 
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Saturday 3:30—4:30 PM                                                  

at the church or by appointment.   

A����
��                   

First Friday after 9 AM Mass until 

Noon and Wednesday from 

7:00—8:00 PM 

B���
��                         

Sundays at 1:00 PM.  Contact the 

rectory to make arrangements, and 

go to our website for baptismal 

information and forms. 
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���                     

Contact the rectory at least         

six months in advance. Visit our  

website for information.  
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Parishioners in need of the      

Sacrament of Anointing of the 

Sick, please call the rectory.       

Do not wait until the last moment.�

P������� S����                                                                           

Rev. Douglas Crawford, Pastor 

Rev. David Kazzahchiyang Didam, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. William Woodruff, In Residence 

Rev. Mr. Raymond Ricci and Rev. Mr. Keith White, Deacons                      

Rev. H. Thériault, Pastor Emeritus, St. Sylvia Parish, Tivoli 

—————————— 

Ann Totten & Al Costello, Lay Trustees 

Joseph Soave, Finance Council Chairman 

Gwen McCann, Parish Council President 

 

R����� O����  9:00 AM — 4:00 PM  

Lauren Kerzner, Assistant to the Pastor  

Maureen Terranova, Office Assistant 

7411 South Broadway, Red Hook, NY  12571  

845-758-3732 ● Fax 845-758-1214  

 rectory@stchrisredhook.org  

 

P����� C���/M���������

David Whelly, Buildings & Grounds Manager�

 

R��$��%� E�%�������

Ellen Farina, CRE  &  Helen Moore, CRE Assistant 

30 Benner Road ● 845-758-5506 ● education@stchrisredhook.org 
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 December 19, 2021 

Regular Collection $3,735 

WeShare $2,476 

Due to early printing deadlines,  

the collection information for  

December 26th and the Christmas 

Collection will be published in the 

next bulletin. 

Thank you for your continued                       

financial support. 

Welcome to the Parish of St. Christopher & St. Sylvia!  We hope that all new residents to the Red Hook area 

will feel at home in our Parish and strive to become an active member of our faith community.  Please take a    

moment to stop by the rectory office to fill out a new parishioner form and meet a member of the Parish staff! 

 Intentions Requested by: 

Sat., January 1 Solemnity of Mary, 

Mother of God 

                                                               

9:00 am Pro Populo  

5:00 pm Edward & Murial 

O’Neill † 

Patricia Butler 

Sun., January 2 Epiphany of the Lord 

 

7:30 am Intentions of  

Our Lady’s Guild 

 

9:00 am Lydia Grima † Charles Grima 

11:00 am Helen Mulvey † Agnes & Steve Kelly 

Mon., January 3 Holy Name of Jesus  

9:00 am Jean Shannon † Mondello & Reilly  

Family 

Tues., January 4 St. Elizabeth Ann  

Seton 

 

9:00 am John Sayles † Barb & Rick Rizzolo 

Wed., January 5 St. John Neumann  

No Mass ————-  

Thurs., January 6 St. André Bessette  

9:00 am Philip Bollenbecker † Month’s Mind 

Fri., January 7 St. Raymond  

of Peñafort 

 

9:00 am Judy Celuch † Riley Family 

Sat., January 8 Christmas Weekday  

9:00 am Pro Populo  

5:00 pm Vincent Scaffidi † Scaffidi Family 

Sun., January 9 Baptism of the Lord  

7:30 am Bruno & Dino  

Franconi † 

Tom & Sharon Sullivan 

9:00 am Aidan Sullivan † Ruger Family 

11:00 am Thomas Conley † Jim & Barb Murray 
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we request that all Mass attendees 

wear masks inside the church. As a 

courtesy to your fellow parishion-

ers, anyone wishing to receive Holy 

Communion on the tongue, please 

come up at the end of the Com-

munion line. Thank you for your 

cooperation. 
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On Friday, January 7th, 

Adoration will take place 

after the 9:00 am Mass 

until Noon.  Please 

come to participate in this special 

devotion to the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus.  Sign up in back of the 

church.�

We wish all our Parish 

Families a Blessed 

New Year!   

If you were traveling for 

the holidays or unable to 

attend our Christmas 

Masses, we gently remind you to 

please send or drop off your 

Christmas offering at your earliest 

convenience (or feel free to make 

your donation through WeShare).  

Our Parish greatly depends on it!  

Thank you as, always for your  

continued generosity and prayers.  



The Metaverse: No “likes” for Zuckerberg’s dystopian vision  

           By Daniel Esparza 

 

 The "metaverse" harkens back to the ancient heresies that saw the 

physical world as a hateful place of  sin and death that must be rejected. 

 Jaron Lanier was born in New York and raised in New Mexico, the son of Jewish parents 

who suffered under the European totalitarian regimes of the 20th century. His mother survived 

the concentration camps, and his father’s family fled from Ukraine to escape the pogroms.  

 Considered the founder of virtual reality, Lanier is truly a Renaissance man. He is a com-

puter scientist, a visual artist, a computer philosophy writer, a technologist, and a contemporary 

classical music composer. In 2005, Foreign Policy listed him as one of the top 100 Public Intellectu-

als. TIME magazine included him in their most influential people list a few years later. Prospect fol-

lowed suit, calling Lanier one of the top 50 World Thinkers. Finally, Wired magazine named him 

one of the top 25 most influential people in the last 25 years of technological history. 

 One thing you can bet on is Lanier knows both technology and totalitarianism. 

In his book You Are Not a Gadget (a manifesto against the “lifeless world of pure information”) 

Lanier compares the hypertrophic growth of the internet to a “mush-making process,” in which 

individuality (that is, the singular uniqueness of the person) is easily traded for anonymous blog comments, impersonal 

avatars, and fragmentary communication that eventually demeaned interpersonal interaction as a whole:   

 “Individual web pages as they first appeared in the early 1990s had the flavor of personhood. MySpace pre-

served some of that flavor, though a process of regularized formatting had begun. Facebook went further, organizing 

people into multiple-choice identities, while Wikipedia seeks to erase point of view entirely. If a church or government 

were doing these things, it would feel authoritarian, but when technologists are the culprits, we seem hip, fresh, and 

inventive. People will accept ideas presented in technological form that would be abhorrent in any other.” 

 “It’ll destroy humanity” 

 It comes as no surprise, then, that Lanier has something to say specifically about Zuckerberg’s (allegedly) com-

ing metaverse. And it is not pretty.  

 In Abram Brown’s article for Forbes, we read Lanier’s dark words on the matter: “If you run [the metaverse] 

on a business model that’s similar to the one that Facebook runs on, it’ll destroy humanity. I’m not saying that rhetori-

cally. That is a literal and specific prediction that humanity could not survive that.” 

 Why is Lanier turning Zuckerberg’s promise of a “well-lit virtual world” into a fire and brimstone sermon? 

False promises of “love and care.” 

 As the Spanish author Alberto Olmos ironically put it, every effort made to promote the metaverse comes with 

the same seemingly harmless, infantilizing promise: “Facebook wants you to believe that around $10 billion have been 

spent so that you can congratulate your grandfather, who lives in a small town in the middle of nowhere, on his birth-

day. How could you not embrace this unprecedented investment in love and care?” 

 “Every single civilized country,” Olmos wrote, “has prohibited human cloning. But it seems like nobody has 

ever said anything about cloning absolutely everything.” That is, at least according to Olmos, what Meta (the company 

formerly known as Facebook) intends to do: “a project to copy reality, including you, your dog, and your father, in a 

very convincing immaterial dimension.” 

 As Jim McDermott explained in America Magazine, this is a classic Zuckerberg move. Rather than take re-

sponsibility for the many scandals provoked by his management of users’ personal information, Zuckerberg doubles 

down on his innovative features: “Oh, you have trouble with the way Facebook uses your data, boosts hate speech and 

manipulates everyone toward hostility and division? Cool—now we’re going to infiltrate every other aspect of your 

reality as well.”�

 This replication is clearly unnecessary. “Zuckerberg tries to convince us,” Olmos says, “that there is something 

fascinating in being able to meet with your co-workers without leaving your house and having the impression you are 

actually really meeting, just because your avatar and those of your boss and your colleagues move oh-so-life-like-ish 

[…] Is someone really going to sign up for the metaverse to meet with their boss?” 

 But the problem is that it is not only unnecessary —again, $10 billion have already been spent on a project that 

might still take ten more years to come to “life,” whatever life means in the metaverse. The metaverse, experts explain, is 

dangerous.                 Continued  
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Sunday, January 2   

RCIA 9:00 am Parish Center, 30 Benner  

Monday, January 3   

   

Tuesday, January 4   

Prayers for Life 9:30 am Church 

Wed., January 5   

Our Lady Queen of Peace      

Holy Hour 

7:00 pm Church 

Thursday, January 6   

Choir Practice  7:00pm Church 

Friday, January 7   

First Friday Adoration After 9 am Mass 

until Noon 

Church 

Saturday, January 8   

   

Sunday, January 9   

RCIA Meeting 9:00 am Parish Center 
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GRADES 1-6 

 

Next Class: 

Wednesday, January 5, 2022 

Thursday, January 6, 2022 

 

 

******************** 

 

YOUTH ALIVE 

Grades 7 & 8 

 

 

Next Class: 

Tuesday, January 4, 2022 

Thursday, January 6, 2022 

 

All 7th & 8th Grade Students 

attend class! 

 

Wishing you a very Blessed New Year! 

Ellen and Helen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A NEW YEAR’S PRAYER 

 

Lord,  

You make all things new  

You bring hope  

alive in our hearts 

And cause our Spirits 

to be born again. 

Thank you for this new year  

for all the potential it holds. 

Come and kindle in us  

A mighty flame 

So that in our time, 

many will see the  

wonders of God 

And live forever to praise  

Your glorious name. 

 

Amen 
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St. Elizabeth Ann Seton | January 4 

 

 The patron saint of Catholic schools, St. 

Elizabeth Ann Seton (August 28, 1774 – January 4, 

1821) was born in New York City to a prominent 

family of the Episcopal faith. When she turned 19, 

she married a wealthy businessman with whom she 

had five children. He later died  

of tuberculosis in 1803, leaving her a young widow. 

After discovering the Catholic faith in Italy, where 

her husband had died, she returned to  

New York and converted to Catholicism in 1805. 

 

 After several years struggling as a single 

mother, Elizabeth moved in 1809 to Emmitsburg, Maryland, where she 

founded the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph, the first community for reli-

gious women established in the United States. She also began St. Joseph’s 

Academy and Free School, which started a chain reaction of Catholic-based 

education in the United States that continues today.  

 

 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton was canonized September 14, 1975 in St. 

Peter’s Square by Pope Paul VI and was the first citizen born in the United 

States to be given the title of “saint.”  ©LPi  



Adult Faith Formation, Barbara Totman…….olqop07@yahoo.com 

Baptismal Coordinator, Wendy Wajda MacHugh…….845-758-3732 

Parish Music Director, Rich Nuzzo…….…………….845-758-3732 

CYO Coordinator, Dan Totman………….CYO@stchrisredhook.org 

Holy Name Society President, Rich Rose…………………………. 

……………………………………….holyname@stchrisredhook.org 

Knights of Columbus GK, Bob Lawless……………...845-758-3732 

Our Lady’s Guild President, Cynthia Fildes……………………….. 

………………………………………ladysguild@stchrisredhook.org 

Our Lady Queen of Peace Prayer Group…………....845-758-3732 

Respect Life Committee, Barbara Totman…………...845-758-8628 

St. Christopher Food Pantry, Dave & Lynda Jutton.....845-758-3732 

…………………………………………….svdp@stchrisredhook.org 

Senior Citizens President, Betty Bader……………….845-758-3732 

RCIA, Maggie Burud……………………..RCIA@stchrisredhook.org 

Teen Fusion, Dan & Lisa Pullaro……teenfusion@stchrisredhook.org 

Youth Choir Leader, Rich Nuzzo…………………….845-758-3732 

Prison Ministry, Rosemary Molloy……………………845-758-3732 

H2O (Helping Hands for Others), Rick & Barbara Rizzolo……….  

………………………845-235-5985………H2O@stchrisredhook.org 
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Are you or  someone you know  

going through a difficult time, and 

feel that you would like a Prayer 

Shawl? Call Celine Turchetti at  

845-758-8083.   If you feel that you 

would like a little extra spiritual 

support to place in your 

pocket, Prayer Squares 

are located in back of 

the church.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
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Once again, we are over-

whelmed with the generosity of the 

Parish of St. Christopher’s!  You 

have donated over $13,000 to sup-

port 54 needy families (225 family 

members) with gift cards and food 

for Christmas. In addition, you do-

nated over $3,000 for Thanksgiving 

meals. Many of those families have 

expressed their profound thanks 

for making their Thanksgiving and 

Christmas more joyful. God bless 

you! 

J�%� �� C�����$ Y�%!          

Our Lady Queen of Peace Prayer 

Group meets every Wednesday, 

from 7pm—8pm for Holy Hour in 

the church. Rosary, silent medita-

tion, and the Divine Mercy Chaplet 

before the Blessed Sacrament.   

T� P����� M������� 

G��%� will meet on Wednesday, 

January 12th at 3:30 pm in the  

Parish Center.  We will distribute 

the names of prisoners who have 

February and March birthdays.   

All are welcome to help us.  We are 

always in need of  birthday cards, 

and we happily accept any 

donations of cards!   

Please remember death row 

inmates in your prayers.�

T� 2022 C������� �� 

H�!  Calendars are available in 

back of the church.  

H�. Y�% S� O%� N& N���.��� C�8��?�

Many thanks to Rich Rose and the Holy Name Society for our new beautiful 

Nativity statues now displayed on the church lawn. The crèche was designed 

and built by architect, Rob Dupont.  Thank you to all who helped with this 

project!  Fr. Crawford  blessed the new Nativity following the 9:00 am Mass 

on December  19th, 2021.   

C�(��$ S���…..S�. C���������’� T����� S���!  �

Save those unwanted Christmas gifts!  In the Spring of 2022, under the  

direction of Gina McCrudden, we will be opening a Thrift Shop to raise 

funds for our parish.  A planning meeting will be scheduled soon and we will 

be looking for volunteers to help.  See future bulletins for more information. 
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Requests for the bulletin sick list are accepted only 

from the sick person or an immediate family member 

and remains for 6 weeks. To repeat, please resubmit.  

Please return this form to the parish office. Thank  you. 

 

Please include on the Parish Bulletin Sick List:  

 

Name_____________________________________ 

 

Date___________________      

P����� ��� �� S��,                                                 
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In your prayers, please remember  

the sick, especially: 

      Kathleen Capozzi ● Joseph Clements   

Scott Clements ● William Daniels ● Veronica Ellis    

Sylvia Ledenko ● Kathleen Mahoney  

  Eleanor McMahon ● Maryann Moul   

Jimmy Wolfe                                                                                                                             

 

To be added to the prayer list,  

please complete the form below.     

Thank you! 

�

Metaverse continued 

  

Sure, you can use it to “visit” your grandfather, 

“attend” a concert, or “go to the office.” But the 

metaverse can obviously be used for less innocent pur-

poses. Why shouldn’t that be the case, considering 

what has already happened with Facebook?  

 “There’s no fixed process for predicting the 

results and controlling what happens,” said Neal Ste-

phenson, the author of the 1992 best-selling sci-fi 

novel Snow Crash. “At some level, it boils down to 

people’s capacity to act as socially responsible, ethical 

individuals.”  

 Sadly, there are plenty of examples showing 

that might be a bit too much to ask. 

 “The only thing that gives any meaning to the 

metaverse is that it promises people they can finally ful-

fill their dreams, most of which consist precisely of no 

longer being oneself,” Olmos doubles down. “It of-

fers the possibility of doing everything we abstain 

from doing because of either legal or moral reasons, 

or simply because you are not strong enough to pick a 

car up and hurl it against your local city council.” In 

the metaverse, everything goes.  

 But also, the costs of accessing the metaverse 

(think of the gadgets users will need to log in, plus the 

minimum conditions of access to technology needed 

to do so) will only worsen already existing social and 

economic gaps. As William Gibson once put it, “the 

future is already here; it’s just unevenly distributed.”  

 In any case, what the promoters of the 

metaverse keep on turning a blind eye to is the fact that 

virtually no one will want to log in just to replicate his 

or her own already existing imperfect state. “The 

metaverse will either be the most successful aesthetic 

surgery procedure of all times or it won’t be anything 

at all,” Olmos claims. It might eventually lead to an 

ideal “Aryan world” —Aryan here meaning, according 

to Olmos, “whatever is fashionable at the moment.” 

 The really good thing about the metaverse 

 The really positive thing about the metaverse (so 

far) is the conversation it has accidentally started. 

Most of its critics clearly point out that Zuckerberg’s 

dream project has forced us to thoroughly reconsider 

our relationship with the world, with nature, with our 

bodies, our own selves, and others. Some of the most 

compelling criticism comes from religious stand-

points. In his article for America Magazine, Jim Mc. 

Dermott wrote: 

 If you were going to catalog heresies of the 

Catholic Church, the one that has dogged it both the 

longest and right from the start is the idea that the 

physical world is a hateful place of sin and death that 

must be rejected. In this version of Christianity, Jesus 

was not a human being —not really— because, as 

God, he would never have allowed himself to be sul-

lied by stinking, sinful flesh. […] 

 In fact, the doctrine of the Incarnation teaches 

that God entered into our world not as some kind of 

observer or God in a human Halloween costume, but 

as an actual human being, with all the vulnerabilities 

and fears that we all know and experience. Some 

might present that as Christ “lowering himself” to our 

level, but theologically we also believe it means that 

God sees our humanity and our world as fundamental-

ly good, as loci of grace and revelation. “He comes not 

from above, but from within,” Pope Francis writes in 

“ Laudato Si’.” “He comes that we might find him in 

this world of ours.” 

 In that sense, the metaverse is as old as 

Docetism (2nd century), Arianism (3rd and 4th centu-

ries), Sabellianism (4th century), and Nestorianism 

(5th century). In the words of the tech journalist Hus-

sein Kesvani, Zuckerberg’s project is largely based in 

the idea “that bodies are by and large disposable.” 

Nothing new under the (real) sun. 

 

reprinted with permission/Aleteia 
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 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Christopher, Red Hook, NY 04-0369

JOHN A. GRADY, CPA
48 W. Market St., Rhinebeck

(845) 876-4911
www.bogushgradycpas.com

7 West Market Street • Red Hook, NY 12571
Phone: 845.758.5555 • Fax: 845.758.5556

www.mondelloupstateproperties.com

We are a family owned and operated Real Estate firm located in the heart of Red Hook Village.
Our goal is to provide personal and professional service to our local community, as well as visitors from out of town.

Proudly serving the community for over 35 years.
Please call us for all your Real Estate needs. We are always happy to help! 

Red Hook Auto
Quality Service

Phone: 758-3000
151 Rte. 199

Red Hook, NY 12571
Kim Koehler - 845-758-1001

allabouttravel@citlink.net
Red Hook, NY

845-876-3835
800-836-3835

7265 S. Broadway
Red Hook, NY 12571

www.bottinifuel.com

SNAPPER / STIHL / TORO / GENERAC / FERRIS
BRIGGS & STRATTON / KOHLER /  KAWASAKI

SALES AND SERVICE

CONWAY’S
Lawn & Power Equipment, Inc.

Route 9, 7235 South Broadway, Red Hook, NY 12571
“We want to be your power equipment dealer”

Mike Conway  |  John X. Conway

845.758.8134
www.conwayusa.com

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

Contact Renee Puchalski
 to place an ad today! 

rpuchalski@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6453
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We thank you for
your continued
floral support.

FRESH |  MODERN | TIMELESS

THE AWARD SHOP
PLAQUES • TROPHIES

ENGRAVING
www.the-award-shop.com

62 E. MARKET ST., RED HOOK, NY 12571
845-758-2737

awardshop@frontiernet.net
Chris Leggett

Est. 1952 758-6977

KOL-ROCKLEA
MEMORIALS
Monuments~Mausoleums

Cemetery Lettering ~ Monument Cleaning 
& Restoration ~ Cemetery Services

Dave Cohen - BruCe Troy
Bill WamBaCh, manager

7370 South Broadway, Red Hook, NY
Memorials@citlink.net

CJ’s ITALIAN RISTORANTE & PIZZA 
353 Old Post Rd. (at Route 9G) Rhinebeck

www.cjsrhinebeck.com
845-876-7711

A MATTER OF TIME
CLOCKWORKS

GWEN MCCANN, PROP.
Member  N.A.W.C.C.

Clock Sales, Repair & Restoration
845 389-7788

AMOTClockworks@gmail.com

Ann M. Weaver, Esq.
 7466 S. BROADWAY, RED HOOK

 (845) 758-4400
www.annweaverlaw.com

annweaverlaw@yahoo.com

 Matrimonial
 & Family Law

7514 N. Broadway / Red Hook, NY 12571

(845) 758-5808
EAT-IN OR TAKE-OUT

Open 7 Days

ELDER LAW
Wills • Trusts

MICHEL P. HAGGERTY

876-3300
haggertylawoffices.com

“A Great Place to Live, Laugh & Play”

ADULT LIVING COMMUNITY IN THE HEART OF COLUMBIA COUNTY
Energy efficient, cost conscious, manuf. homes

3459 Route 9 • Hudson, NY 12534
518-851-9917 • alvarezsaleshj@gmail.com

Bruce J. Troy
Kenneth Giek

www.Burnett-White.com

758-5042
Red Hook

& Rhinebeck

One call takes care of it all!

ROYAL FLUSH
SEPTIC SERVICE

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
PUMPING • REPAIRS • INSTALLATION

ROBIN DALEY

845-876-2691

(845) 758-6000 | www.redhookplumbingandheating.com

24 Hour
Emergency Service
Professional &
Courteous Staff

Commercial & Residential • Water Treatment
Septic Systems & Excavation

Well Pumps • Repairs & Maintenance

RLF TAX 
SERVICES

QUALITY TAX PREPARATION 
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

845-430-6760 • RLFTAX@YAHOO.COM
19 BIRCHWOOD DR., RHINEBECK, NY 12572

ROBERT L. FOWLER, AFSP


